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"IS CALGARY STEALING OUR THEATRE MOJO? 








SMOKE-FREE FLAME-FREE SPIT-FREE 





SNUS is a category of tobacco that has been used in Sweden 
for many years. SNUS is a smoke-free pouch, which is 
neither chewed nor spat. Our pasteurized tobacco SNUS 

is available at selected tobacco retailers today. 
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| theatre | sINBAD THE dance | THENUT- family | SLEIGH RIDES 
SAILOR Two-for-one day at CRACKER Alberta Ballet's The Marketplace at Callingwood 
the Walterdale. Double the pi- sugar plum fairies—with offers free rides every Saturday 
rates. Double the debauchery. sprinkles on top. At the Jubilee until Christmas. 
Auditorium. 
Take a frozen midnight stroll Broken Social Scene Presents: Kevin Drew, Dec 15 at Edmonton Events Centre — be é 
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Add rum or brandy to egg-nog, | 
sprinkle with nutmeg. | 





twas the night 
before | TAKE AN 
EVENING STROLL DOWN 
CANDY CANE LANE, 148 
Street between 92 Ave. & 100 
Ave. Bring a donation for the 
Food Bank. 
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christmas | ISTHERE 
ANYTHING MORE FESTIVE 
THAN SEEING A MOVIE ON 
JESUS’ BIRTHDAY? Especially 
another Alien Vs. Predator 
movie? We think not. Requiem 
opens nationwide. 








boxing day | SLEEP. 
RECOVER. HIDE. Then check 
out The Franklins at The Pawn 
Shop. 


post mortem | the 
crowds have died down, NOW 
g0 spend your gift card riches. 





news 


| citylife <n | newyears 


NINE INCH NAILS’ 


|music 


| movies 


| arts 





2 ON THE GRAMMYS & 6 OUT-OF-TOUCH OLD MEN 


JACKING EACH OTHER OFF. ENOUGH! 


see magazine’s two week forecast of events in edmonton 
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DWINDLING VOLUNTEER 
LEVELS THREATEN TO 
DIMINISH COMMUNITY 
LEAGUES’ INFLUENCE AT CITY 
HALL 





The harshly lit main room at the In- 
glewood community hall was mostly 
empty when | arrived for the league's 
general meeting. 

During the election of the new 
board, not one new name was put 
forward, and the current president 
and vice-presidents unenthusiasti- 
cally agreed to serve another year. 
By the middle of the meeting, over 
a dozen residents had appeared to 
hotly debate how to fight a neighour- 
hood redevelopment proposal which 
includes highrise apartment build- 
ings. The participants were not the 
cross-community group I'd imag- 
ined. From the tenor of the debate, I 
could tell I was the only apartment- 
dweller in the room. I was also the 
only person under 30. 

Colette Krezanowski knows the 
feeling. When she enters the South 
Clareview Community League hall 
in northeast Edmonton, she’s the 
youngest person in the room, 

Even though the 30-year-old 
mother and part-time small business 
owner moved from Clareview to 
McLeod a couple years ago, she still 
spends 15 to 20 hours a week vol- 
unteering for the South Clareview 
league. She returns to Clareview be- 
cause there aren't enough volunteers 
to keep the league running, and she 
doesn’t want the already-struggling 
neighbourhood to lose its arena and 
community hall. 

Glenora, a more affluent neighour- 
hood near the downtown, faces the 
same volunteer problem, says prési- 
dent Pam Wojcicki. She's been a 
member of the Glenora league for 15 
years and rernembers a timte- when 
4 much greater proportion of the 
neighbourhood was involved. 

“We had way more volunteers,” 
she says, “We had a New Year's 
Eve carnival, a winter festival, pub 
Nights, tons of stuff. And we had 
different people doing each of those 
activities.” 

The problem is the same across 
the city, says Allan Bolstad, presi- 
dent of the Federation of Com- 
Munity Leagues and a former city 
‘ouncilor. Although the federation 
boasts 40,000 members across the 
“ty and will add a couple of new 
leagues in 2008, some leagues are 
uffering from the same shortage of 
clunteers that has hit organizations 





(ITY AFFAIRS COMMUNITY LEAGUES - BY ANGELA BRUNSCHOT | 708 words 


Back to the 


news&ooinion 





No NIMBY Here? | Par Wojcick, president of the Glenora community league, is still fighting the 
Humanities Development proposal. PHOTO BY MERYL LAWTON 


across the city, a trend that's gener- 
ally blamed on the labour shortage. 
But the boom can't be the scapegoat 
for everything, and at least in the 
Glenora league, an “outlook” prob- 
lem was cited as the reason why 
younger people were not joining the 
league. 

What makes the decline of com- 
munity league members alarming is 
the role these organizations play in 
local government. Well beyond pro- 
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viding space for neighbourhood cel- 
ebrations and skating rinks, Edmon- 
ton community leagues act as their 
neighbourhoods’ mouthpieces at 
city hall, providing grassroots feed- 
back on bylaws and development 
proposals. The system is unique in 
Canada and, when it works properly, 
can greatly increase the influence of 
average Edmontonians at city hall. 
“There's a lot more credibility to 
something the league is saying than 


4 4 AT LEAST IN THE GLENORA LEAGUE, 
AN “OUTLOOK” PROBLEM WAS CITED AS THE REASON WHY 
YOUNGER PEOPLE WERE NOT JOINING THE LEAGUE. 


[the complaints of] just two neigh- 


bours,” says Bolstad. “I certainly 


thought that when I was on city 
son, he says, 


council.” For that re 





community leagues really need to 
have a significant number of mem 
bers from 
hood 
Leagues in older neighbourhoods 
are the hardest hit by the decline in 


across the neighbour. 


volunteerism. Young families often 
leave the inner city for less expen- 
sive homes in newer developments, 
while the construction boom and the 
city’s infill policy have also increased 
the number of development proj- 
ects in older neighbourhoods. The 
result is a lot of proposals affecting 
everyday life in the neighbourhood, 
but fewer energetic young people 
to examine each new proposal, fig- 
uring out their impact, and voic- 
ing concerns about them at public 
meetings and city hall. Leagues also 
require a lot of volunteer time: the 
Glenora Community League, one of 
the more politically active leagues 
in the city, has been fighting a Hu- 
manities Development proposal for 
142 Street and Stony Plain Road for 
three years. The committee working 
on the developrnent proposal has 
roughly eight people working at least 
15 hours a week 

The fight against high-density de- 
velopments could be one factor in 
the lack of volunteers. Pam Wojcicki 
has tried to recruit younger people | 
by approaching the members of 
the preschool co-operative that's af- 
filiated with the community league 
“We didn’t get a lot of response,” she 
says, “and the response that we did 
get was, as you put it, ‘an outlook | 
problem.’ It's so far from the truth 
and it bothers me.” | 

She's aware that community leag- 
es have a reputation for espousing a | 
selfish “Not In My Backyard” men- | 
tality, but she argues that the traffic 
problems created by high-density | 
projects like the one at 142nd and | 
Stony Plain affect the whole city. It’s 
easy to make community leages a | 
target, she says, but she thinks they 
are standing up for what they see as 
the best interests of the community. 
She says community leagues are not 
against apartments and understand 
how unsustainable single-family 
houses are. But that doesn’t mean 
developers should be given free rein. 
“It's not a case of ‘I don’t want it in 
my backyard,” she says. “It's a.case 
of ‘Is it the right decision for the 


city?”” 





NEWS BRIEFS « ANGELA BRUNSCHOT 


PROVINCIAL ELECTION « 
EDMONTON-RUTHERFORD 

BUTLER PREPARES FOR BATTLE 
Michael Butler was acclaimed as the 
provincial NDP candidate in Edmonton- 
Rutherford on Wednesday, December 5 

Butler says he's entering provincial 
politics in order to build support networks 
for families dealing with violence. He's 
pushing for an increase in the number of 
social service workers. His wife, Stephanie 
Rae-Butler, was killed in April, and his 
younger brother Kenneth Butler is under 
arrest for the crime. 

The 26-year-old owns a small insulation 
installation business. He has no previous 
political experience, but he doesn't see 
that as a liability. “I don't want to make 
myself a politician,” he says. “It’s just about 
real-life issues.” 

He'll be running against Liberal MLA 
Rick Miller. In 2004, the finance critic won 
the riding by about 3,000 votes, unseating 
Tory MLA lan McClelland. In that election, 
NDP candidate George Slade came in third, 
roughly 3,000 votes behind McClelland. In 
2001, McClelland beat Rick Miller by 600 
votes. In the 1997 and 1993 elections, the 
Tories won the southwestern riding. 


TEMPORARY FOREIGN WORKERS « 
PROVINCIAL INSPECTORS 

$1 MILLION FOR TFW OVERSIGHT 

Two advisory offices for Temporary Foreign 
Workers (TFWs) were announced on 
Monday, December 10. The offices include 
inspectors who will visit worksites, inter- 
view workers and employers, and examine 
payrolls, The office and inspectors will cost 
$1 million annually. 

“Because they are becoming a bigger 
part of the picture, we know that there are 
certain things that we need to do to ensure 
they are treated fairly,” says Bart Johnson, 
a provincial spokesperson for Employ- 
ment, Immigration and Industry. 

However, workers facing housing prob- 
lems or illegal recruitment fees must still 
go though the federal Customs and Immi- 
gration department, as the TFW program 
is not administered by the province. 

Last week the Alberta Federation of 
Labour TFW advocate Yessy Byl released a 
six-month report calling the TFW program 
an “unqualified disaster.” The report 
did recommend increased government 
oversight of the TFW program, but it also 
called for rent ceilings, minimum housing 
standards, and that the province allow 
workers to apply for citizenship without 
the support of their employers. 

This year, 2,500 foreign workers were 
sponsored for immigration by their 
employers, and the provincial government 
aims to increase that figure. 
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QUOTE OF THE WEE} 


66 \ouhave to believe inthe tooth fai LY to believe 


that P3 financing is going to save you money, 


—Kevin Taft, leader of the provincial Liberal Party on the public-private partnership; 
created to build schools in Edmonton and Calgay 
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sYadicial authorities sentenced Vran Quae Hien to 


S: N cars: 
8 prison plus two Years probation. Amnesty international de 


bw where he is being held. 


ymie think that the other four UWEO leaders 
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OUR COMMENT ON THIS WEEK'S NEWS 


EDMONTON - RENTALS 
ELECTRICITY BILLS 


Rental accommodation behemoth 
Boardwalk has announced a plan to charge 
its tenants for electricity. Green to the nth 
degree, Boardwalk is introducing the mea- 
sure landlord to help decrease energy use, 
not to offload costs onto tenants like some 
kind of user-fee-loving provincial premier of 
days gone by. 

The generous Boardwalk will buffer the 
hit on tenant pocket books by decreasing 
their regular rent increase 

The more negative of you will focus on the 
“rent increase” part of that, instead of on the 
“smaller” part. 

Of course, tenants have no idea how much 
their rent increase would have been in the 
first place, but Boardwalk is certainly in no 
position tosay, Increases, as you know, are 
always determined by mysterious “market 
forces,” not by landlords. 


nd his father Doan Va 


A province, Amnesty interpational 


Doan Huy Chucng 





| CANADA.SECURITY LEGISLATION 
SECRET TRIALS 


Where is that federal opposition when you 
need it? You know, those people who are 


| always saying how scary Stephen Harper is? 


The Liberals are voting for security certificate 
legislation that would permit the Canadian 
government to detention of new immigrants 
without laying charges or conducting public 
trials. When the Supreme Court of Canada 
declared the bill unconstitutional, it was a 
perfect opening for the official opposition to 
get rid of the racist legislation, but instead 
the Grits support it with a few minor tweaks. 
The bill's passing was delayed after the NDP 
called for the Standing Committee on Public 
Safety and National Security to hear from 
Adil Charkaoui, a Moroccan permanent- 
resident who was detained for almost three 
years under the legislation and remains 
under house arrest. The NDP and the Bloc 
will vote against security certificates, but the 
bill is expected to pass once again, before 
Parliament breaks for the holiday. 
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| The National Post, Conrad Black's former 


| ample coverage, the shape that coverage 


| talked about how Black, even as a criminal, 


| Into British society. Who cares? Let's get the 
| gritty details about the $6.1 million he stole. 
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| 2:46:47 PM | STEEPS CAFE, Whyte Avenue | PHOTO BY JOHN ULAN 


Supporters of Amnesty International Edmonton take part in a letter writing event, 
as part of a Global event for Human Rights Day, called Write for Rights, 


DECEMBER 9, 200 


BY THE NUMBERS 





UNITED STATES CELEBRITY JAILTIME | | CHANGES INMEDIANNET WORTH OF CANADIAN FAMILIES FROM 1984-2005 
CONRAD BLACK (IN2005 DOLLARS) | «source: sass AMADA 





The notorious Lord Black of Crossharbour 
was sentenced to six and a half years in 


| jailon Monday, admittedly satisfying news 


that received blanket media coverage. 


flagship Canadian conservative newspaper, 
proclaimed the sentence a win. Considering 
that he could have faced 91 years if con- 
victed on all counts, that’s not just saving 
face, Black plans an appeal 

While Black's trial certainly deserved 


took was frequently disipointing. On the 
CBC, a report on the trail included the fact 
that Elton John had written the court a 
letter testifying to Black's character. Another 





would be welcomed with open arms back 
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PINION LINDA MCQUAIG 
MISREPRESENTS 
ADIANS' VIEWS ON 
ATE CHANGE, BUT FEW 
CALL HIM ON IT 
lOnly a few years ago, Stephen 
Harper was a climate change denier 
hose opposition to Kyoto made him 
00 extreme for most Canadians 
Harper is still opposing Kyoto. But 
ow, as Canada’s prime minister, 
e's able to do something about it 
indeed, he's playing a pivotal role in 
thwarting worldwide efforts to deal 


with climate change. 


Odd things happen in politics, but 
this is surely one of the oddest in re- 
cent years. Even as polls show Cana- 
idians have become more convinced 
of the need to take decisive action 
‘on climate change, our prime min- 
ister has taken an aggressive role on 
the world stage against such action 

Last weekend, Harper seems to 
have single-handedly undermined 
efforts by Commonwealth leaders 
meeting in Uganda to come up with 
a communiqué calling for strong ac- 
tion on global warming—a position 
that would have given momentum to 
upcoming UN talks aimed at produc- 




























COMMENTARY + ECO-COWBOY WATCH |574 words 


Media Keeps Its 
Hands Off Harper 


think January 


Now is the time. 
Alberta's hot economy is providing incredibl > 
Take advantage of the boom and advance your edu 
the jobs, and a great career await you. 


Start this January 


At MacEwan Schoo! of Business we understand different st 
have different learning needs. That's why we concentrate on be 
flexible and offer options like January start dates for many 

programs including: 


Bachelor of Commerce degree 780.497.5162 
Management Studies diploma 
Accounting & Strategic Measurement 780.497.5221 


Not ready for full-time? All part-time credit courses 
have January start dates. 


Think Career. Think January. Think MacEwan. 
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ing a follow-up deal on Kyoto 
Harper gets away with being badly 
out of sync with Canadian public 
opinion on this crucial issue largely 
because of the kid-gloves treatment 
he gets from the Canadian media 
Commentators relentlessly flail Lib 
eral leader Stéphane Dion for his 
awkwardness and _ ineffectiveness, 
while saying little negative about 
Harper. There was little critical me 
dia response, for instance, to Harp 
er's remarks at the close of the Com 
monwealth summit: “For the first 
time in a very long time, Canada’s 





voice is being heard and the conse 
quences of our voice being heard is 
we're getting the c hanges we want 
to see.” 

“Wer? 


Canadians, like all reasonable peo- 





ple around the world, recognize that 
urgent action is needed on climate 
change, particularly in light of the 


devastating UN report earlier this 
month. To suggest that we should 
celebrate our voice being heard— 
when that voice is blocking progress 
on something clearly vital to the 
public interest—is absurd. 

Harper veers from the absurd to 
the malicious when he tries to blame 
Third World countries for prevent- 
ing progress on climate change—a 
strategy successfully used by Repub- 
licans and the oil industry in the late 
1990s to get the U.S. Senate to reject 
Kyoto, 

Of course, India, China, and other 
developing countries will have to do 


School of Business 


780.497.5241 





their part in the fight against climate 
change. But they didn't cause the 
buildup of greenhouse gases in the 
atmosphere. We in the West did—by 
burning fossil fuels that have allowed 
us to enjoy the comforts of the mod- 
ern world. But we can cut back our 
consumption of fossil fuels dramati 
cally and still maintain comfortable 
lifestyles. If we instituted similar 
cutbacks in India—where the aver 
age person consumes one-tenth the 
fossil fuels a Canadian does—we'd 
condemn them to unending poverty 

That's why Kyoto—like the Mon- 
treal Protocol, which has made prog 
ress in reversing the Earth’s ozone 
depletion—is based on what John 
Bennett of ClimateforChange.ca 
calls “differentiated responsibilities.” 
The West bears a bigger burden, re 
flecting its bigger responsibility in 
causing the problem. 


Those wanting to block Kyoto 


WE CAN CUT BACK OUR CONSUMPTION OF FOSSIL FUELS AND STILL MAINTAIN COMFORTABLE LIFESTYLES. IF 
WE INSTITUTED SIMILAR CUTBACKS IN INDIA, WE'D CONDEMN THEM TO UNENDING POVERTY. 


typically try to stir up resentment 
in the West by suggesting the Third 
World is getting off easy. There goes 
the Third World getting a sweetheart 
deal again 

With the defeat of Australia's John 
Howard, U.S. President George W. 
Bush is increasingly isolated in his 
campaign to block the world from 
taking meaningful action on climate 
change. Our prime minister is play- 
ing a key role in helping him out. 

But here in Canada, our com- 
mentators know that the big sto- 
ry is Stéphane Dion's lacklustre 
performance 
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COMMENTARY - MODERN MANNERS |201 words 


Rude and Miscontrued 


POINTS TOPONDER EXILE 

TWO THINGS THAT NEED TO 
BE SAVED FOR THE RIGHT 
MOMENT: CANDID SNAPS AND 
OUTRAGE 





* [really love looking at exposed flesh, 
so it pains me to say there's some- 
where it doesn’t belong. But James 
Moore, the B.C. Conservative MP 
who successfully made like a martyr 
last week, needs a bit of a lesson on 
appropriate behaviour, and I’m just 
the pervert to give it to him. 


has emerged from the incident as 
something of a hero, which is differ- 
ent from being stuck with the label 
of consummate pig and banner-car- 
rier for the systemic oppression of 
women. In other words, if there was 
any intent to render him a pariah, it 
backfired 

Let's be clear about this: what Ma- 
thyssen saw was not pornography. 
She would have made a better case 
had she stuck to describing what she 
saw and left out the sensational in- 
terpretation. It would have been per- 





IT’S ONE THING TO SAY, “YOUR PICTURE BOTHERED ME,” AND 
QUITE ANOTHER TO ADD, “AND BY THE WAY, IT’S ALSO A KNIFE 
IN THE HEART OF EVERY WOMAN EVER KILLED BY A MAN.” 





Poor lad. An image of Moore's 
bikini-clad girlfriend on his lap- 
top caused London NDP MP Irene 
Mathyssen to accuse him of view- 
ing soft porn within the House of 
Commons. She went on to attach 
his crime to the Tories’ foul legisla- 
tive and funding record on women's 
issues and, more seriously (and in- 
sanely), last week’s anniversary of 
the 1989 mass murder of women at 
Montreal's Ecole Polytechnique. 

Mathyssen was rightly compelled 
by her party to apologize in the 
House for her remarks, and Moore 
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fectly legitimate for her to say that 
she was uncomfortable with another 
MP in the House looking at pictures 
of a woman in a bikini, regardless of 
the subject's identity and relation to 
the MP in question. 

This same principle applies in 
most workplaces—the office is a 
neutral space. You can have pictures 
of your honey on your desk, but it's 
tasteless to display photos of them 
in a state of undress. Even if you've 
been married for 20 years and your 
relationship is the model that all 
adult relationships should emulate, 


keep the goods well-obscured. It has 
nothing to do with pornography and 
everything to do with respecting 
your colleagues 

And despite his protestations, this 
is something Moore failed to do 
Moore is known as among the most 
civilized and respectful Tory MPs 
(not a big achievement if one grades 
on a curve). But even paragons can 
slip, and he did. Keep the lingerie and 
swimwear photos at home, James 
No one at work needs to see them, 
unless you're the kind who gets off 
on showing off to other people, in 
which case you need to obtain their 
consent first. 

Of course, the Tories who are so 
smug on this issue right now are 
just as good at condemning the bar- 
ing of flesh when it suits their own 
agenda. When Liberal MP Scott 
Brison posed nude for a calendar in 
support of cancer research, conser- 
vative reaction ranged from dismis- 
sive to hostile, even though access to 
the photo was quite limited. And you 
can bet that if a gay male MP in the 
Commons had an image on his com- 
puter of his boyfriend in a Speedo, 
there would be hell to pay- 

I'm hoping (no doubt in vain) that 
one good thing that may come out of 
this episode: that similar eruptions 
of inappropriate behaviour will be 
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Can’t get into the program you want? 
Need to upgrade? 
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dealt with in a mature way, with a 
sense of proportion 

There was an incident a decade ago 
in the B.C. Legislature, often cited 
as the most raucous in the country, 
where then-NDP cabinet minister 
Joy MacPhail unleashed a jumping 
wind-up dick on a male colleague's 
desk during a televised debate. This 
was her comment (and that of some 
women co-conspirators from both 
parties) on the chest-thumping po- 
litical style of men in the House. 

It came as no surprise to anyone 
familiar with MacPhail’s infamously 
filthy sense of humour, but several 
conservative male commentators 
seized upon it as an assault on men 
and a devaluation of their contribu- 
tion to public life. 

Although the prank was far more 
calculated than what Moore did, I 
still believe it fits within the defini- 
tion of “tasteless and inappropriate,” 
rather than the realm of sociopathy 


or invidious social commentary. | 

women MLAs’ behaviour was crude 
inappropriate, and stupid, but tha; 
the worst that could be said about j; 

Which brings us back to [rer 
Mathyssen’s approach to Moo; 
photos. Conflating what is tasteless 
with what is odious and uncons: 
nable is not only a mistake; it’s a 
degrading to everyone concerned 
It's one thing to say, “Your picture 
bothered me,” and quite another | 
add, “And by the way, it’s also a knife 
in the heart of every woman ever j; 
jured or killed by a man.” 

By resorting to histrionics, Ma 
thyssen robbed Parliament of the 
chance to deal with the real issue 
which Moore was on the wrong sid 
of. And in doing so, she let down 
not just women who have genuinely 
suffered—but also the cause of ir 
telligent, respectful debate in this 


country. 
inexileeverywhere@gmail com 











RANT ACID 


DON’T PREEN IN PUBLIC, DUMBASS 


Hey, Tammy Faye: 


| know the bus rides are a little longer than usual, but please do your grooming at 
home. | do not need to trudge out to the frigid bus stop, get splashed with muck 
by asshole truck drivers, and then finally sit down to witness you performing a full- 
scale bridal make-up application for the duration of the bumpy ride. | hope you jab 
yourself in the eye with those eyelash curlers next time. 


Yick 
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@ Silver exclusive to TELUS 
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HTC S720 


$0 


(3 year term) 


@ Numeric keypad with sliding 
QWERTY keyboard 

m@ 2.0 megapixel camera 

@ 8GB expandable memory 
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Available in 5-door or Sedan ¢ 1.6L DOHC Engine * AM/FM/CD with MP3 
Playback with Auxiliary Audio Input Jack * 60/40 Split-Folding Rear Seat 


5 Year/160,000 km GM Powertrain Warranty with $0 Deductible 


Available in 5-door or Sedan © 1.6L DOHC Engine « AM/FM/CD with MP3 


Playback with Auxiliary Audio Input Jack © 60/40 Split-Folding Rear Seat 
5 Year/160,000 km GM Powertrain Warranty with $0 Deductible 
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REWARD YOURSELF BY 
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better place. Visit carheaven.ca or visit your local GM dealer for 


T 





REBATE 
EQUIVALENT 
0 





wo gee 
Car Heaven @ 
6et8] 000 net 


OF ROADSIDE 


5K SISTANCE* 





towards your purchase or lease... 
+ 160,000km 
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aciveorgarzatons inthe ct, Supple and maintained by 

sys Gon Str (063-42 Av usta, 9-072), 60 
towww.egs.ca, info also available in-store, 
BIKE WORKS Fix your bike, Edmonton Bicycle Commuters’ 
‘Bike Works is entirely run by volunteers. Hours vary by 
«season, call ahead: 433-2453. Info: www.edmontonbikes.ca. 

OF CANADIANS 3RD WED EVERY MONTH Inde- 

public interest organization promoting economic 
justice, democracy, and asserting Canadian sovereignty. 
Info: 429-4500. 
EDMONTON SMALL PRESS ASSOCIATION 3RD WED 
EVERY MONTH, 7PM. An activist arts organization, seeking 
socally conscious artists and production volunteers. Info: 
434-9236 of contact@edmontonsmallpress.org. 
FRIENDS OF LUBICON ALBERTA THU, 4 PM. APIRG 
OFFICE, HUB MALL, U OF A CAMPUS Grassroots solidarity 
yganization demanding fair and just settlement for the 
Lubicon Cree of Northern Alberta. Info: www.lubicon.org. 
GETTING ACTIVE FOR 9/11 TRUTH Info: www.edmon- 
ton9IItruth.com, 
INDUSTRIAL WORKERS OF THE WORLD 2ND THUEVERY 
MONTH, 7PM. RM 2-42, HUMANITIES BUILDING, U OF ACAM- 
PUS. Meetings open to the public. Info; edmonton.iww.ca. 
MADELEINE SANAM FOUNDATION 3RD & 4TH SAT EVERY 
MONTH, 9AM-5 PM. FACULTE SAINT-IEAN, 8406-91 ST, RM 
3-18 Organization for the emancipation and autonomy 
of African women, providing programs on economy, com- 
munity health, training in HIV-AIDS prevention. Instruction 
inFrench, English, and African languages. Admission free for 
members, membership $10. info: 490-7332. 
PEACE AMBASSADORS INITIATIVE MON, 5-7 PM. 
EDUCATION NORTH 4-104, U OF A CAMPUS A youth group 
promoting anti-racist and diversity workshops. Info: 425- 
4644 or www.naarr.org. 
SIERRA CLUB OF CANADA Prairie Chapter works with 
ecologically and socially conscious individuals to build 
strong grassroots movement in the Prairies. Info: www. 


sieraclubca/prairie 

SOCIAL JUSTICE MOVIE NIGHT 4TH FRI EVERY MONTH, 
UNITARIAN CHURCH OF EDMONTON, 10804-119 ST. Screen- 
Ings resume JAN 25, Co-sponsored by the Unity Church 

of Edmonton Social Justice Committee, CESC, and Not 
Just Tourists. $5 donations or PWYC at the door. Info: nit. 


edmontonéigmail.com. 
THOUGHTFUL TUESDAY DOCUMENTARY SERIES TUE, 
7PM. STEPS TEA LOUNGE, 11116-82 AVE. DEC18 “China Blue", 
teenage workers struggle under the harsh conditions of 
denim factory in southem China. Screenings free. Info: 
988-8105 or 

UNESCO COALITION FOR PEACE LAST FRI EVERY MONTH, 
3PM. BOYLE MCCAULEY HEALTH CENTRE, 2ND FL. BOARD- 
ROOM, 10628-96 ST. Info: Greenpeace Canada, 922-5566. 
WOMEN IN BLACK IST & 3RD SAT EVERY MONTH, 10-11 AM. 
STRATHCONA FARMERS’ MARKET, 83 AVE. & 103'ST. inter- 
national women’s peace and anti-racism group formed by 
Jewish and Arab women, opposing violence in all forms. All 
women, men, and children invited to attend the bi-weekly 
Silent vigil. Info: 435-7051. 

YOUNG COMMUNIST LEAGUE 2ND FRI EVERY MONTH, 
5PM, REMEDY CAFE, 8631-109 ST. For discussion topics 

and suggested readings go to www.facebook.com/group. 
phpgid=355921510 


HOT PICK 


ACTIVISM|PEACE 
Women in Black 


Protest violence with 
weekly silent vigil 


STRATHCONA FARMERS MARKET 


READINGS & 
LECTURES 


LWNCH BY THE BOOKS STANLEY A MILNER LIBRARY, #7 SIR 
WINSTON CHURCHILL SQUARE. Noon-hour discussions offered 
bythe U of A's Faculty of Arts and the Edmonton Public 

Library JAN T7 "Living A High Risk Lifestyle”, discussing the 
(epictions of violence against vulnerable women in media and 
|v, Free, everyone welcome. Info: www.uofaweb.ualberta. 


POETRY OPEN STAGE THU, 8 PM. NAKED CYBER CAFE & 
ESPRESSO BAR, 10354 JASPER AVE, 425-9730. Open stage 
Soetry readings and performances. All welcome. 

POETS' HAVEN READING SERIES MON, 7PM. UPPER CRUST 
CAFE, 10909-86 AVE. DECT?, local talents Ben Murray, Michelle 
Brandt, Trisia Eddy, Jlle Robinson, Barbara Mitchell, and Lisa 
Suenther present readings. Presented by the Stroll of Poets 
tag aime 


PTS Na EPSP Sc FES Ader 
\Weekly writing evenings. Info: www.poetsink.org. 

STORY SLAM3RO WED EVERY MONTH, 8 PM. BLUE CHAIR 
CAFE, 9626-76 AVE Sign-up 7pm. Fist ten writers oly allt- 
‘ed fiverninutes each. Info: thebunkerprojects@hotmaiLom. 
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can’t wait 
To use, 


Wrap up your holiday shopping with 
gift ideas from our members and staff. 


Open late — weekdays until 9pm 
through December 23. 


MOUNTAIN 
EQUIPMENT 
12328 - 102 Avenue NW, Edmonton | mec.ca : rete te)) 
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city life 


GG RECOMMENDED WINE STORES 


BIN 104 FINE WINE & SPIRITS, 5454 CALGARY TRAIL, 436-8850 
DEVINE WINES & SPIRITS, 10711-104 ST., 421-9463 

THE WINE CELLAR, 12421-102 AVE., 488-9463 

LIQUOR SELECT, 8924-149 ST,, 481-6868 


CRESTWOOD FINE WINE & SPIRITS, 9658-142 ST., 488-7809 








HOLIDAY FUN -BOOZE GIFTING - BY MELISSA PRIESTLY | 987 words 





You Look 


 Likea 
. Tempranillo 


4 to Me 


The Invitation 
ad 


90% OFF 


Buy any lunch or dinner 
buffet & 2 drinks & 
recieve a second buffet 


1/2 OFF. 


Daawat 
Authentic 
East Indian Cuisine 


LUNCH & DINNER 


780.469.3517 
FREE DELIVERY ON ORDERS OF $25 OR MORE 


Dine In ¢ Take-out © Delivery ¢ Catering 


4 - December 6 - December 2, 2007 + see thaigazirie edmonton 





THE PERFECT WINES FOR ALL THE QUIRKS ON YOUR CHRISTMAS LIST 


Christmas is coming. No shit, right? If you're like me, you haven't bought a single gift yet. In fact, you have purposely 
avoided thinking about it, because you've been through enough holidays to know that ultimately, all that stress and 
effort just isn’t worth it. Instead, you have the wisdom to pick a single, simple Christmas modus operandi and run with 
it. Your plan this year: everyone gets booze. To simplify things even more, everyone gets wine, a gift that's both classy 
and tasteful, provided you choose it correctly. 

And this year, things will be different. No more playing vino roulette and buying your friend/family member a bot! 
that (a) has a free mini-Toblerone around the neck (which somehow never makes it to the gift bag); (b) was selected _ 
by their mom, who was sure they liked “that one in the green bottle with the gold writing”; or (c) was recommended 
by a pimply-faced liquor clerk who had to check with his manager to make sure the store carried Shiraz, and then 
proceeded to ask if Shiraz was a country somewhere in Africa—you know, like, near Iraq? 

No, this year you'll revolutionize your approach to buying Christmas wine, and everyone will get a wine based on 


their personality type 


= THE IN-LAWS 
* We'll start with the 
» hardest people to buy 
for. Now, for those cool 
andadventurous in-laws 
who love you more than 
their own child (sorry honey), pick something 
interesting and lesser-known, like a South 
African Pinotage or a Spanish Albarifio. If 
they never liked you in the first place but 
you're still trying to get in their good books, 
go for something with general prestige, like a 
Champagne or an ageworthy Bordeaux from 
a good year, like 2000, 2001, or 2005. Even 
though they will undoubtedly tum up their 
nose, their snobby friends will show inter- 
est in your choice, winning you (unacknowl- 
edged, but still valuable) brownie points. 





THE FAMILY 
LUSH 

On the opposite end of 
the spectrum, buying 
for Leroy, your tinsel- 
draped, pissed-by-4 p.m. 
uncle, who's sure to be staggering around the 
living room singing unintelligible, vaguely 
carol-like tunes like some unholy Christmas 
zombie, is a snap. Just buy something high 
In alcohol. Aim for Australian Shiraz, Napa 
Valley Zinfandel, or even a fortified wine, like 
Tawny Port. Ol’ Leroy will be bellowing “Hark 
the Harold Snowman Sings” while you get to 
finish off the bottle. 





THE HIPPIE 

For your granola friend, 
opt for an organic/bio- 
dynamic wine. Contrary 
to popular belief, there 
are some good organic 
wines out there. Both Chapoutier in France 
and Stratus in Canada consistently produce 
good-quality wines. Just keep in mind that 
not all organic wines are 100 per cent organ- 
ic: some are made with organic grapes, but 
the production processes may not be fully 
organic. Most people are okay with this, but 
if you're shopping for a hardcore vegan then 
your range of choices is a little more limited. 
The Organic Wine Works a Notre Terre, which 
goes for around $20, is one of the few organic 
and vegan wines available in Alberta. 

















THE (TOO) 
HAUTE GUY 

We all have a metrosex- 
ual on our list, whether 
they admit it or not. 
Buy them a rose, Pink is 
the new black, people, and we're not talk- 
ing White Zinfandel, either—many roses are 
neither cheap nor sweet (though if you're 
buying for someone cheap and sweet, go for 
the White Zin). Plus, there's a good chance 
the wine will either perfectly match or hor- 
fendously clash with their outfit, and since 
they can probably make both work, you can't 
lose. 


Vig ae 


THE NON- 
DRINKER 

For your quiet mom or 
aunt who never drinks 
(except at Christmas, 
when she's replaced by 
a giggling, hiccupping allen), pick something 
sweet and fruity that goes down like candy. 
Try a German Riesling Auslese or a dessert 
wine, such as an ice wine or an Australian 
Late Harvest Muscat. Just steer clear of Le 
Piat d'Or, Blue Nun, or Black Tower. Trust me; 
she's had years of fun with those bad boys. 


= THE FRIEND 
WHO'S TOO 
COOL TO 
ACKNOWLEDGE 
THE COM- 
MERCIALIZED 
CONSUMERISM OF THE 
NOW-SECULAR HOLIDAY 

Your beret-wearing, | Officially Hate Christ- 
mas But Love the Parties pal will love any 
wine that comes from a country with leftist 
politics, especially one that has recovered 
from a repressive dictatorship. This makes 
pretty much all South American wine ac- 
ceptable, and hundreds of wines from Chile, 
Argentina, and even the occasional one 
from Uruguay are easily found. They can 
get drunk while their mass-marketed Che 
hoodie/hat/button looks on with pride. 


WE ALL HAVE A 
METROSEXUAL ON OUR LIST, 
WHETHER THEY ADMIT IT 
OR NOT. BUY THEM A ROSE. 


PINK IS THE 
NEW BLACK, 


PEOPLE, AND WE'RE NOT 
TALKING WHITE ZINFANDEL, 
EITHER. 


THE REST OF YOUR LIST 
To wrap things up (forgive the terrible holi- 
day pun), here are a few recommendations 
for the rest of the people on your list who 
don't fit into the previous categories: 

+ Sparkling wine is generally well-received, 
especially during the holidays. Give them 





something different from the standard — 


Champagne, like an Italian Prosecco or an 
Australian Sparkling Shiraz 

+ New World reds are usually crowd-pleas- 
ers, and people tend to find them gener- 
ally more accessible than those from the Old 
World. Plus, they often come packaged with 
funky labels and cool names. Argentinean 
Malbec, American Cabernet Sauvignon, and 
Chilean Pinot Noir are all relatively fail-safe 

+ That said, some Old World wines are also 
easily-approachable, and they have foreign 
hard-to-pronounce names, so everyone can 
feel more sophisticated. Go for Spanish Tem- 
pranilto, Portuguese Touriga Nacional, or Ital- 
fan Primitivo. 


~ +Even though it’s kitschy, you could always 


go fora wine that has their name somewhere 
on the label, or a wine from their birth yea'. 
Although, if you're buying for a 77-year-old, 
| don’t recommend buying something from 
1930. Alternately, you could give a recently 
married couple a wine from their anniversa'y 
year. 

And remember, if you just can't find the 
right wine, there's no shame in giving them 
a gift certificate. 


Melissa Priestley is a Wine Consul- 
tant at deVine Wines & Spirits 
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HOW TO BUY LONG UNDERWEAR 


Okay, it's now officially cold enough to freeze the balls off a brass monkey. But take that tea- 
cosy out of your pants, help is at hand. Follow SE uide to buying the best long underwear. 
and laugh scornfully at those idiots still trying to be “sexy” this winter. 






High-Tech Textiles 


Most brands today | 


Snug as a Bug 
se some variation on Naturally, if your base layer is too tight 
polyester—often polypropylene—for its soft 
ness and moisture-wicking abilities. David 
Pechter, ¢ 


you're not going to benefit from it. But don’t 
be tempted to go a little bigger than your 





pecialist at the Running normal size, as bulky underwear just won't 
Room, recommends anything with DuPont's 


“Thermostat” fabric 


be comfortable layered 


under your everyday attire. Make sure you 


especially when 





for ultimate warmth 
and dryness, or something from Polartec’s 
range made witt 


try it on before buying, as it is considered 
lly able to 
return it. Also, it’s a good idea to get some- 


ilver particle: 








‘0 neutral- underwear and you ust 


won't be 





ize odours. For those not into synthetics, 






long underwear can also found in silk, thing with flatlock seams, which won't itch 


which is and good at moi 





redibly soft 





oF ful Inst your Gried-up and_in 





ture-wicking, but doesn’t perform so well in winter skin 
Edmonton's arctic temperatures. According 
to Pechter, the most recent trend is towards  TheCostofWarm 


merino wool, which is crazy warm and won't 
stink. 


For anyone not intending to spend a lot of 


time in Edmonton, get to a department 





to leave the house at any point—head to 


an outdoor outfitter or sporting-goods store 
ed by all the 


and invest in something 








snazzy science stuff r ove. Bot 
toms start at $30, witt 


$40 and up 





ood tops going for 


Now Shop! 


ic 





should be your first port of call. Stores tried 





and tested by 





Room (six Edmonton s 


ningroom.com for addresses) and \ 


02 Ave 
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Pures thermal set 
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few places will have a sale on thermal under 
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Yonathan Sumamo | Journalism Student, Grant MacEwan 
BY FAWNDA MITHRUSH 
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Where: Dodging holiday madness down- 
town 


are from Buffalo. The shoes | got somewhere 
on Whyte—Divine, | think. 





Terwilleger Cardens Available at: 


West Edmonton Mall 





Westmount Centre 

Hair: It's more lack of getting my hair déne.| Into: 'm into music, reggae and rap mostly. €. Winte Avenue at 107 sveet | booth Guwexce WAL+MART = (HIRELESSWAVE)> 

do it myself. | just like it big and out there, like comic books. | don't want to paint myself 

Wearing: My Burberry polo is from Aolt’s, as anerd, but Ilike Green Lantern andstuf | | Sa: EERE EE AL, <a. Meee : 

‘he'jacket is from the Guess? outlet st6re in like that. Yee Bam. Long distance and roaming charges (including foreign taxes) are extra outside of your caling arma, Other fees is. 91-1 (8O¢/month), and system access (prepaid 
South Edmonton Common. The D&G glasses Icons: Kanye West and Common. "py data use usage foes apply al 3e/KB i you do not have unkimited Mobile Browser and fees may apply for content. Early termination fess apply. Subject to change without 


{tract Yerm on a Solo monthly pian. [2] Avaitable in 1xEV-DO coverage arans. {3) Excludes alarts. international and premium text . ANG MTwsssagEs exchanged with an 
900 New aclivation on any Solo posipad voice plan. Appkes to focal cats, [7] Tho montray rate ts SS for the first three months; the reguiar $10 rate (sutyect to chango) apples 
‘bie monthly plan; excluding promotional and long distance rates, cetails at solomodila.ca. Solo, Solo Mobile design, and Keep talking are traciomarks of Gall Cenacia 





ate from Lenscrafters in Southgate, the jeans se 
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z Buy any lunch or dinner 
Authentic buffet & 2 drinks & 
recieve a second buffet 
East Indian Cuisine 
one coupon per table. 


3 Locations 
1/8250 4th ave © edmonton | LUNCH & DINNER 


2 S0GtS Steet eee) BUFFET EVERY DAY) 


(Parking At Rear) 
Reservations 


3 Mayfield Common 
170th St. & Stony Plain Rd. or DELIVERY 


(Beside Work Wearhouse) 


in * Take-out © Delivery * Catering | 


14+ Decetber 6 - December 12, 2007 see thaigadinie* edmonton 


No, this § 


their personal¥ 


orz>- zw 


‘ PAIRVIE 
PRIMO ' 
{ BIND TAGE fe 


Bee oak: ane 





who love; ON SUMAGUIGUE 


their own child (sorry honey). ~ 


ineresting 2"°-ONIANS BY JESSICA MCGOVERN 


African Pinotage 

they never liked yc 

you're still trying to gCHILDREN HERE 

go for something with gene HEY DON'T 
Champagne or an ageworthy MAS? 

a good year, like 2000, 2001, or 26uealt with 
though they will undoubtedly tum up? &V® 
nose, their snobby friends will show inte 
est in your choice, winning you (unacknow. 


edged, but still valuable) brownie points. 


i THE FAMILY 
LUSH 
On the opposite end of 
the spectrum, buying 


for Leroy, your tinsel- 
draped, pissed-by-4 p.m. 
uncle, who's sure to be staggering around the 
living room singing unintelligible, vaguely 
carol-like tunes like some unholy Christmas 
zombie, is a snap. Just buy something high 
in alcohol. Aim for Australian Shiraz, Napa 
Valley Zinfandel, or even a fortified wine, like 
Tawny Port. Ol’ Leroy will be bellowing “Hark 
the Harold Snowman Sings” while you get to 
finish off the bottle 


ee Oy THE HIPPIE 
n For your granola friend, 
Sem opt for an organic/bio- 


{ dynamic wine, Contrary 

Mee to popular belief, there 
are some good organic 

wines out there. Both Chapoutier in France 
and Stratus In Canada consistently produce 
good-quality wines. Just keep in mind thet 
not all organic wines are 100 per cent orgs 
Ic: some are made with organic grapes, § 
the production processes may not 
organic. Most people are okay wit! 
if you're shopping for a hardcore, 
your range of choices is a little 
The Organic Wine Works aN 


for 











evi 


goes for around $20, is one 
and vegan wines available 





DO YOU EVER WORRY THAT 
HANUKKAH WILL BECOME OVERCOM- 
MERCIALIZED, LIKE CHRISTMAS? 
In Canada, especially in Edmonton, it’s not 
such a problem—because we are such a 
small community, the big retailers don't wor- 
ty so much about it. In the States, it already 
has become pretty commercialized, unfor- 
tunately. Not quite as bad as Christmas, but 
i moving in that direction. 


4AT’S YOUR FAVOURITE PART OF 
7 gigNUKKAH? . 
sweel& together with family is important. 


Try a Ge 





And the candles are nice too. 


WHAT PART OF HANUKKAH WOULD 
YOU LIKE THE NON-JEWISH 
COMMUNITY TO TAKE ON? 

The main message of Hanukkah is the idea 
that even if you live in a majority culture 
which is very attractive and pervasive, it's 
still important to keep your own values and 
traditions. | think that’s especially important 
in our multi-ethnic society here in Edmonton 
Hanukkah provides a great opportunity for 
us to learn about other cultures. 
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Text & Talk $35 Plan 


2500 Text messages: Oya) aatie-Yem (eler-1R-a-Tallale) Get unlimited: 

Unlimited local incoming calls+ Tate RiU-1-1<-leleer-]| [tate n (3) °100)} Text/picture/video messages 
Windows Live® Messenger 
Mobile Browser™ 

for the first 3 months’ 


aRolON Moler-1e-laNadian-Minlialela-1-) 25 Picture/video messages 
wol0M Molatemel[-ie-lalet-Munliaele-ioo Per-second billin 


Canada's Most Affordable Rates 


i Ccl=yoh t=] diale m-lalehes)aalare 
solomobile.ca 1877 999-SOLO 





Available at the following Available at the 12804 82nd Street Mill Woods Town Centre Terwilleger Gardens = 1 Available até 

Solo Mobile kiosks: following Bell stores: 14808 Stony Plain Ret Northgate Centre West Edmonton Mall : 

fon Bonnie Doon St. Albert Centre Westmount Centre : r 

pees" Abe alae ald Creekside Centre St Albert Trail at 137 Avenue Whyte Avenue at 107 Street: booth eo WAL*MART CWIRELESSWAVE) 
monton City Centre 6143 28th Avenue : NIPAGE tht 

Londonderry eal Se aon oka Edmonton City Centre Sherwood Park Mall : ee tate 

Southgate Contre Rica Chi bre Kingsway Garden Mail South Edmonton Common : 

West Edmonton Mal seat een Londonderry Mall Southgate Shopping Centre 





Current as of November 5, 2007. Available with compatible devices, within Solo Mobile coverage areas, Weeknights Mon-Thur 5pm-8am; Weekands Fi Spm-Mon 8am. Long distance and roaming charges (inclucing foreign taxes) are extra cuitside of your calling area. Other fess Le. 9-1-1 (50¢/month), and system access (propaid 
%. ’S/menth and postpaid $6.95/month) and one-time activation ($35) apply. A $35 one-time tee applies for migration from a monthly to a propaid plan. With any data use usage fees apply at 3¢/KB if you do not have unlimited Mobile Browser and fees may apply for content. Earty termination fees apply, Subject to change without 

"toe and cannot be combined with any other offer. Taxes extra. Not avaiable at all Wal-mart stores. Other conditions apply. [1] Upon new activation on a 3-yr contract term on a Solo monthty plan, [2] Available in Tx£V-DO coverage areas. [3} Excludes alerts, international and premium text messages, and messages exchanged with an 
tant messaging application. [4] Applies to airtime for calls in your locel calling area. [5] Applies to {ong distance calls made from and to Canada. [6] Available upon new activation on any Solo postpaid voice plan. Applies to locall calls. [7] The monthly rate 18 $5 for the first three months; the regular $10 rate (subject \o cnange) apohes 

‘"ereafter. (8) Based on monthly plan rates, per-Second biling on local calls, and access to & coast-to-coast network, with a min. 2-yr contract term on a Solo Mobile monthly plan; excluding promotional and long distance rates, details at solomebile.ca. Solo, Solo Mobile design, and Keop talking are trademarks of Bell Canada 


‘Senda | news&opinion | city life | music | on screen | arts | classifieds | sex | the back edmonton « see magazine « December 13 - December 19, 2007» 17 


city life : 


















































RESTAURANTS - INDULGING - BY SCOTT LINGLEY |73 words 


My Christmas Gift to Me 

















EXPRESS 
Stay Smart 


THE PENTHOUSE 


. The Penthouse is not just for Parties” 


ItJust Wouldn't Fit in My Stocking | The sumptuous surroundings of Murrieta’s are lke the: beautiful wrapping on a perfect present. PHOTO BY JASON SCOTT 


IGAVE MYSELF A LAVISH pursuit of gastronomic pleasure water chestnuts, topped with stnps 
MEAL AT MURRIETAS—HOW Even from the lounge, Murrieta’s of roasted red pepper and dress 
INCREDIBLY GENEROUS OF ME! looked festive and welcoming, envel- in 4 miso-buttermilk emulsion. S| 
oped in soft lighting and dark wood, _ was most pleased by the interplay of 
MURRIETA’S BAR & GRILL with a baby grand piano atthe centre sweet and spicy, supple and crunchy 
1O612-82 Ave., 438-4100 of the room and a regiment of nat- creamy and sharp on her palate. The 
tily dressed servers busily engagedin _ subtle complexity of the salads was: 
You know who deserves a somewhat seeing to the patrons’ comfort. (The _ harbinger of things to come. 
extravagant meal this holiday sea- _ lounge also afforded us a view of the The pan-seared duck breast, 
son? You do Toronto-Boston game on CBC.) vided in succulent medium-rare 
Right now you might be preoccu- Soon we had our own attentive — slices, was draped over a bed of wild 
pied with all the gifts you still need —_ server tableside, describing the rice pilaf with pecans and adorned 
to buy (and how you're going to pay specials, suggesting wines, and en- with a vivid sash of Maple Syrah 
for them). But to me it seems almost during our atternpts at humour as BBQ Sauce. Some carrots, zucchini 
criminal that you would neglect we perused the impressive menu. cauliflower, and green beans lurked 
yourself in all this festive hubbub _ Murrieta’s presents a wide array of nearby. €ach tender morsel, expertly 











di- 
a 





. but what a great place for a party!” 


THE PENTHOUSE - Edmonton’s best kept secret, 
is suitable for any occasion: 
Receptions 
Government Meetings 
Corporate Retreats 
Engagement Parties 


Weddings ' when you've doubtless earned alittle food categories to choose from, with bejeweled with a few crystals of sei 
Anniversaries self-indulgence, a little pampering, a _ flatbread pizzas and pastas compris- _ salt, was a gustatory ode to the joys 
Retirements é little treat just for you. ing the lower end of the price scale. _ of carnivory. The rice, freckled with 
Award Ceremonies Whether it's true or not, this was Determined to be self-indulgent, we brown grains and deeply imbued 
Birthdays the line of reasoning my co-diner _ selected from the main courses cen- with butter and garlic, and the ten 


Christmas Parties 
Public Forums 


Call today. Our staff specialize in creating 
the perfect atmosphere for your next occasion. 


Holiday Inn Express Downtown 
10010 104 Street 
Edmonton, AB 
780-701-3314 


e-mail: catering @hiexedmonton.com 


Ask about our new Meeting Rewards Priority Club points 


and I followed to Murrieta’s Bar & —_tred on meat. My co-diner chose the _der-crisp vegetables, aswim in the 
Grill, a not-unposh restaurant next —_rare-grilled Ahi tuna ($29.98), while same butter, complemented the birt 
to O'Bymne's on Whyte Ave. Despite 1 opted for the pan-seared duck _ perfectly, as did the dollop of sweel 
our tight budgets and the lack of breast ($27.69). To start, she or- fruity sauce. 

progress we'd made procuring gifts dered a spinach salad ($9.71) while My co-diner was as rapt in the 
for others, we decided to treat our- | settled on the “Courtyard” salad _sapid pleasures of her entrée as | 
selves to a decidedly gourmet repast ($7.03). The server consulted with The tuna, succinctly grilled, retaine! 
in a gracious, elegant setting. True, a colleague before recommending a __ a delicate rare interior and was lay 
we had no reservation, so we'd have _ Pinot noir as being a suitably light- ished with wild mushroom citns 
to sit in the lounge and we had de- bodied yet robust accompaniment tomato bruschetta. She received the 
clined to doll up for the occasion, to both entrées. Two glasses of the . same perfectly turned vegetables, bu! 
but these were no impediment to our  Cookoothama from Austalia ($7.64 her tuna occupied a divan of flufl) 
each), rather than the more expen- _ buttery mashed potatoes. We didi 
sive Pinot noirs, were our sole nod so much eat as bask in the pleasu« 
to restraint. Our server noted that of our meals, which were rich and 
it was a screw-top, so we could take satisfying enough .to preclude at! 
the remnants of a whole bottlehome _ thought of dessert. I’m no exper! "! 
with us, but we stood pat ona small- _ matters oenological, but I thouglil 
er portion. the wine was a pretty good part ® 

The salads were much larger than _ the meal too. 

we were expecting: mine, a generous When you're indulging yoursell 
heap of mixed greens and sliced rad- _ particularly when you know you™ 
ishes, strewn with spiced almonds going to have to atone for it late! 
and radish sprouts and tossed ih a _ you want every detail to be just right 
light peach-basil vinaigrette, which It will probably be a while before | 
really let the tongue-tingling proper- _ plump for such extravagance agai 
ties of the radish and the earthy tang —_ but when I do, Murrieta’s will de 
of the greens come through. Hers _ nitely make the shortlist of reliabl 
was_a similarly generous portion of venues for catering to my grand 
spinach tossed with wasabi peas and appetites. : 













DRUGS A PROBLEM? 
COCAINE ANONYMOUS CAN HELP! 
425-2715 * www.ca-northab.org 


ng ic HG Ee 
es urieainie CHAS TAMAS LACE! 
' JP +0 F0% OFF 
Direct From The Factory to You! 
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CASUAL ELEGANT 

BACON (6509112 AVE.) This great little bohemian-chic res- 
taurant offers a limited choice of familiar(ish) items done 
with some innovative twists. By pairing locally produced 
items with some deft hands in the kitchen, they manage to 
pull-off simple organic dishes that are worth remembering. 
he eke (Aug 2007) 


FRENCH 

LA TABLE DE RENOIR (10046-101A AVE) | can’t think of 
a better way to spend your lunch hour or a warm summer 
evening than sitting out on La Table de Renoir's patio 
enjoying one their traditionally prepared Provencal classics. 
Anice touch of café culture here in downtown Edmonton 
never hurt anyone. 4 & ¥rx (July 2006) 


BURGERS 

MOTORAUNT (12406-66 ST.) Although the food is rela- 
tively good, the real reason for visiting Motoraunt is to see 
the physical structure of the place. To say it’s unique hardly 
does it justice. Overall, it’s a fun place to go and experience 
with some friends. Unless you've been before, you've likely 
never had an experience like Motoraunt. a # & sz sz 
(Nov 2006) 


ITALIAN 

SANTOS PIZZA AND STEAK (10821-95 ST.) Excellent place 
for a lunchtime sandwich in the heart of Edmonton's little 
ftaly, It's not all fancy schmancy and uptight or anything, 
but then again it isn't all fancy schmancy and uptight. They 
offer good standard Italian fair, prepared well, at reason- 
able prices. What's not to like? se ae #réz (Sept 2006) 








/ SPECIAL 


1 hour Massage 
$50. 


(incl. 6: 





organic 3 


Food Merket 





MIDDLE EASTERN 

KAMIL’S TURKISH CAFE AND RESTAURANT (12408-118 
AVE.) \f you're the type that can relax and just go with the 
flow and not be too off-put by Kamil’ location and infor- 
mal nature, you might have a new favourite little spot for 
some down-home Turkish food. a a x sr (Aug 2006) 


PIZZA 

FAMOSO NEAPOLITAN PIZZERIA (11750 JASPER AVE) If 
you're interested in good food in fast-food like atmosphere, 
or are looking for franchise opportunities, look no further 
than Famoso. They serve authentic Neapolitan pizzas, as 
per the regulations set out by the Associazione Verace Pizza 
Napoletana (VPN), in a quick in and out fashion. 

ek kee (July 2007) 

TONY’S PIZZA PALACE (9605-111 AVE.) Without a doubt, 
Tony's is one of the top places in Edmonton fora traditional 
Italian pizza. Watching the guys in the kitchen hand toss the 
dough and banter back and forth can be just about as good 
as the food. 4 aes ae sx (May 2006) 

DALLAS PIZZA & STEAKHOUSE (7834-106 AVE )Dallas 
is really your prototypical pizza and steakhouse type 
restaurant froma bygone era. But, given that the food is 
well-prepared, the service is good, and the price is reason- 
able, it makes me wonder why we've moved on? Give the 
Dallas a try and you'll find yourself asking the same thing. 
ek te ee ve (Aug 2006) 


SOUTHEAST ASIAN 

BAN THAI (15726-100 AVE.) Fairly authentic tasting Thai 
food in_. how would | describe the surroundings. maybe 
fairly authentic as well? At any rate, the dishes are what | 
imagine really good home cooked food is like in Thailand. A 
bit pricey though. a %& ar xx (July 2006) 


MEDITATION FOR EVERYONE! 

Amitabha Kadampa Buddhist Centre Drop-in 
Meditation Classes Thursdays 7-9pm. In a 
casual setting. Classes include 2 guided medi- 
tations, discussion and break for tea & cookies. 
Fee $10 

Location: Garneau United Place 

11148 84th Avenue 

Ph: 438-2262 

www,meditationedmonton.org 


8225 - 112 street /Edmonton, AB, T6G 2C8 
780-413-1730 / organicroots@telusplanet.net 
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NINH KIEU (10708-98 ST.) If you're a fan of the venerable 
Vietnamese noodle soup pho, give the Ninh Kieu a try. 
Everything about the place is fairly standard and similar 
towhat you would normally expect from this type of 
festaurant, except for the pho, which is really quite good. 
Ok, | guess the green onion cakes pretty good toa. 

tom ety ve (Jan 2007) 

PURPLE DIAMOND RESTAURANT (9645 10/A AVE) The 
Purple Diamond Restaurant offers a large variety of rela~ 
tively authentic Vietnamese and Chinese dishes, depending 
‘on what you choose from the 109 item menu. The food is 
relatively fresh and well-prepared, and the surroundings 
are comfortable and clean. All inall, It's a good gamble. 
eek tr 


KOSHER 

CAFE LEVI (EUROPA BOULEVARD, WEM) You've got to 

be meshuggeneh if you think there's any better place for 
falafels in Edmonton. The next time you're at the mall and 
need a bite, do yourself a favour and give this kosher food 
counter try for an orthodox take on traditional mall fare. 
oie ke ev (May 2006) 


CHINESE 

NEW TAN TAN (70133-97 ST.) If you're an old dim sum. 
veteran, you'll probably be happy enough with the New 

Tan Tan and its somewhat “rugged” style. But if you're 

new to this type of service and are looking for a dim sum 
for dum-dums first time experience, you might want to try 
someplace alittle less... haggard? +a ax ex (Oct 2006) 


FINE DINING 

HARDWARE GRILL (9698 JASPER AVE.) Arguably one 
the best restaurants in Edmonton. Be warned however, if 
you go, it's an undertaking. Definitely not the type of place 
you just pop into with friends on a whim for a light casual 


Upcoming Workshops! All workshops 


meal. Be prepared to fast for at least a week before going, 
and hibernate afterwards (portions are way too big and 
priced accordingly). Definitely a special occasion restaurant. 
ek te (Feb 2007) 

MADISON'S GRILL (10053 -JASPER AVE) Without a doubt, 


+ Madison's is one of the top restaurants in Edmonton. The 


warm and comfortable surroundings make this a perfect 
place for a romantic getaway, of for that special occasion. 
ek kv (July 2006) 


VEGETARIAN 

PADMANADI (10626 - 97ST.) Padmanadi offers wonderful 
Malaysian style vegetarian food at more than reasonable 
prices. Everything one the menu is vegan friendly, and 
everyone in the placeis friendly to vegans. Or non-vegans 
for that matter, They're just plain nice. a 4 ee sx (Sept 
2006) 


CAFE 

MILL CREEK CAFE (9562-82 AVE.) If you're visiting 
Edmonton and staying downtown, walk south down the 
stairs at the MacDonald, cross the bridge, and head into Mill 
Greek ravine. Follow the path, go up the hill at the Mill Creek 
Pool parking lot and wander right to the Mill Creek Café for 
alight bite to eat. That way, you'll experience both the great 
geography and the small town hospitality we're so proud 
Of. a ae ae Hr vx (Oct 2006) 


KOREAN 

GAYA (11147-87 AVE.) ONE HOT little shikdang, Reasonably 
priced Korean food in hole-in-the-wall surroundings. 

Be prepared to wait for a table, and don't expect to 

linger after you've finished. Well worth it nonetheless, 
ek -& trv (Nov 2006) 


CERTIFIED MASSAGE THERAPY MMEMEDITATION ss LYOGA 


SOLSTICE CANDLELIGHT 


Friday, December 21. 6:00- 7:30pm. $10 drop-in 
Celebrate the Winter Solstice with a soothing candle! 
Relax and recharge in a meditative class on the longest might of 


year. Drop-in only. 


Yoga in CostaRica! 


February 1- 8, 2008. Only 5 spaces left! 
Join us in a rejuvenating yoga retreat and tropical adventure in 
CostaRica. Situated amid lush rain forest and pristine beaches, 
enjoy daily yoga, meditation, jungle hikes, waterfalls and so much 
more. A retreat for all level of yogis with Breanna Johnson. 


Price: $1500. Non-refundable deposit: $300. Register 

soon, space is filling up!Price includes: 8 days/7 nights 
accommodations,daily yoga classes,3 delicious meals a 
day, rain forest, beach and ocean adventures and more, 


Price does not include airfare. 


Please visit our website 
for more information. 


SHANTI 


YOOA STUDIO. 


create peace - be love - live joy Edmonto’ 


#2, 10026-10 


www.shantiyogastudio.ca 


780-421.9444 
NUTRITION NUTRITION _____——_—_—d 


return to your roots 


We Specialize In Specialty Diets Such As Gluten Free 
Ask About Our Free In Store Educational Seminars 





INDIAN 

TANDOORI GRILL EXPRESS & MONTREAL DELI (6509. 
75ST.) Despite the odd menu, these folks are really capabyp 
of some fine culsine. If you go, spend some time chatting 
with the folks and see if they can prepare any of your fay. 
rites. If so, you just might find that you have a new favouri: 
tandoori restaurant in town. % %& <x zx (Dec 2006) 
HAWELI (10220-103 ST.) Tasty food and excellent nann 
bread, but be warned—they do a lunch buffet. If that's you 
thing, this could well be your place. Ifit’s not your thing 4 
say maybe try Haweli for dinner, % %& % ver (Feb 2007) 


EUROPEAN 

CONTINENTAL TREAT (10560-82 AVE.) Definitely not 
the type of place that hopes to razzle-dazzle you with it 
creativity as the menus largely standard (somewhat plain 
Classic preparations of Eastern European favourites. |t's 
the type of restaurant that used to set the standard fo: 
high-class dining, which can still be a nice treat if you're 
willing to buy into the type of experience they're offering 
& & & tv (Dec 2006) 


HOTEL : 

HOTEL MACDONALD - CONFEDERATION LOUNGE 
(10065-100 ST.) Wondering whatever happened to the 
grand old tradition of hotel dining? It's at the Hotel 
Macdonald. But if you're not up to dropping some large 
Coin on a meal just to have the experience, pop by the Mar 
Confederation Room for a glass of wine and a bite to eat 
{t's aguilty pleasure everyone should experience once in a 
While. 44 ee x'x (Dec 2006) 
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UPWARD BOUND TOASTMASTERS CLUB WED, 7-8:30 
| PM. RM 601, NORQUEST COLLEGE, 10215-108 ST. Improve 
| listening, speaking, and overall communication skills. info 


EVENTS 










ART FROM THE HEART DEC 15, 12-6 PM. 7359-104 ST. Roger 454-3720, Theresa 488-4098, or adamsrk@atelus net. 
independent artists, photographers, printmakers, and WEST-END TOASTMASTER CLUB TUE, 6:45-9 PM. 
designers display works fr sale. Presented by JASPER PLACE LIBRARY, 9010-156 ST. Friendly 
In3s Tees. $2 admission. environment of personal progress and 
CANDY CANE LANE OPEN THROUGH Mutual support. Info: 495-5424, 
DEC3I. 148 ST. BETWEEN 92 AVE. & E GATHERI WOW-WILD ON WORDS 

J00 AVE. Drive or walk, Collecting 2 DEC 9,11 AM-1:30 PM. THREE 
donations fr the Food Bank Winter Solstice BANANAS CAFE, CHURCHILL 
along the lane. Celebrations SQUARE An eclectic creative 
THE CARROT ARTS MARKET ferent Earth-bas writing group welcoming 
VERY SAT, 10 AM-2 PM. THE both professional and 
CARROT ARTS COFFEEHOUSE, amateur writers. Suggested 
9351118 AVE. Artists and artisans donation $10. Monthly 
from the community and beyond meetings. Info: feelgoodbe- 
share unique gifts, crafts, and artwork. wellin2007figmail.com. 

(nfo: www.thecarrot.ca. YOUNG COMMUNIST LEAGUE 
ETS CHRISTMAS LIGHT TOURS DEC 13-20, 2NO FRIEVERY MONTH, 5 PM. 


DEPARTURES AT 6 PM, 6:15 PM, & 6:30 PM, FROM SOUTH 
SIDEOF CITY HALL ON CHURCHILL SQUARE. Tour includes 
Bright Lights, Candy Cane Lane, and the Provicial Legislative 
Grounds. Fare $3 per person. 

GUERILLA BOUTIQUE DEC 22-23, 2-10 PM. THE ARTERY, 
9535 JASPER AVE. A bi-weekly market showcasing local 
fashion designers, crafters, and artists. Handmade clothing, 
oddities, and accessories, no imports or resold items, Info: 


REMEDY CAFE, 8631-109 ST. For discussion topics 
| and suggested readings go to www.facebook.com/group, 
phpgid=3559215104, 


HEALTH & 
WELLNESS 


guerillaboutiquesinoiselab.ca. 
HORSE DRAWN WAGON RIDES EVERY SAT, 1-4 PM, UNTIL 
DEC 22. MARKETPLACE AT CALLINGWOOD Callingwood's 


holiday tradition, offering free sleigh rides for childrenand | CANADIAN NATIVE FRIENDSHIP CENTRE 11205-10157, 
adults. | 479-1999 Arange of services for members of the Native com- 
SNOW BALL ENVY DEC 14, DOORS AT 8:30 PM. NEW Munity, including a free community lunch Fridays at noon, 
(ITY SUBURBS, 10080 JASPER AVE. Creators of the Green | employment and Public Health information, counseling 
with Envy pride party present a masquerade dance | referrals and one-on-one support, AADAC & Legal Aid refer- 


themed “White as Christmas”, featuring performances by 
Edmonton's best drag queens and kings. Tickets $15 advance | 
at TIX (limited number), $20 thereafter, $25 at the door, 
WINTER SOLSTICE CELEBRATIONS DEC 21, WESTWOOD 


fals, low cost or free beds, housing and clothing referrals. 
Info; 479-1999, 

CLUB LULU LULULEMON, 10544-82 AVE, Weekly activities 
to get you moving. Info: www.lululemon.com, 435-9363 or 


UNITARIAN CONGREGATION, 11135-65 AVE., 434-5819 | Whyte-communityéilululemon.com. 
Thwee earth-based spiritual services; Family Service, 7 | CONSTELLATION 1ST & 3RD WED EVERY MONTH, 7 PM, 
pm, childcare available; Reflective Adult Service, 9 pm; | 104317 AVE. A unique healing process, transforming 


Earth-based Ritual Service, Il pm. A reception withhot apple | past burdens into positive affirmations, Info; 967-9162 or 
cider and baked goods to follow each service. Info: www. | constellationcurrents.ca. 
westwoodunitarian.ca. GENTLE YOGA RADHA YOGA 9946-87 AVE. Weekly classes 


in small group settings. Sunday Satsang (by donation). Call 


for schedule and fees. Info: 432-3363 or www.radha.org. 
LIVING POSITIVE TUE, 7-9 PM, SUITE 50, 9912-106 ST. 
Confidential space where POZ people can discuss and 
share common issues of concer. A peer-driven AIDS service 
ACOA EVERY MON, INCLUDING HOLIDAYS, 7:30 PM. BSMT, organization, providing direct support topeople living with | 
BRAESIDE PRESBYTERIAN CHURCH, #6 BERNARD DR., ST. HIV in Alberta. Info: 488-5768 or edmlivingpositive.ca. 
ALBERT, CORNER OF BISHOP ST. & SIR WINSTON CHURCHILL LOTUS SOUL GYM YOGA STUDIO 1051-82 AVE Multidis- 
AVE USE NORTH ENTRANCE. Twelve-step support program Ciplinary yoga studio offering drop-in and registered classes 
for adult children of alcoholic and dysfunctional families, inhatha, vinyasa flow, Pilates, yoga for runners, pre-natal, 
ALBERTA ENTREPRENEURS ASSOCIATION 320 TUE post-natal, mommy & me, and partner workshops. All levels 
EVERY MONTH, 5:30-9 PM. THE FACULTY CLUB, 11435 SASK welcome. Info: www.lotussoulgym.com, 434-9642 or info@ 
DR. Pre-register at www.aea.ab.ca. lotussoulgym.com. | 
CINE-CLUB D’EDMONTON IST MON EVERY MONTH, 7 PM. MADELEINE SANAM FOUNDATION 32D & 4TH SAT EVERY | 
AUDITORIUM DU CAMPUS SAINT-JEAN, U OF A No screening MONTH, 9 AM-5 PM. FACULTE SAINT-JEAN, 8406-91 ST,, RM 
Jan. Donations accepted at the door. | 3-18. An organization forthe emancipation and autonomy | 
EDMONTON NATURE CLUB DEC 14, 7:30 PM. ROYAL 
ALBERTA MUSEUM, 12845-102 AVE. “The Birds of Christmas” 
and"Hangin’ Out with Hawk Owls", presentations by pho- 
tographer Gerald Romanchuk. ENC holds monthly meetings 


| of African women, providing programs on economy, 

| community health, training on HIV-AIDS prevention, 
treatment, and harm reduction. French, English and African 
languages. Admission free for members, membership $10. 


at RAB. Info: Mark, 430-7134 or mreine@telusplanet.net. | Info: 490-7332. 
ENTERPRISERS’ FORUM TOASTMASTERS CLUBMON =| MS ACTIVE NOW #150, 9405-50 ST Recreation and physi- 
(TUEAFTER LONG WEEKENDS), NOON. ROYAL GLENORA cal wellness programs. Info: 471-3034. 


CLUB, RIVER VALLEY RO. Learn communication and leader- 
ship skils. Buffet lunch, supportive and fun-filled environ- 
ment info: Dan Rotzien, 463-0565 or drotzien@shaw.ca. 
FORWARD THINKERS TOASTMASTERS CLUB TUE, 7PM. 
STRATHCONA COUNTY BUILDING, 2001 SHERWOOD DRIVE, 


OPEN YOUR MIND! GADEN SAMTEN LING TIBETAN BUD- 
OHIST MEDITATION SOCIETY, 1403-101 ST. Meditation and 

| Buddhist teachings by resident teacher, Tibetan Buddhist 
monk Kushok Lobsang Dhamchoe. Beginners Tue 7 pm. 
Intermediate Wed 7 pm. Advanced practices Sun Il am. Info: 


SHERWOOD PARK. Build self-confidence and communica- 479-0014 or www.gadensamtenling.org. 

tions skills Info: 922-3835. PRESCHOOL INDOOR SOCCER SAT (NOV-JUN), 9:30 
FRENCH CONVERSATION THU, ALLIANCE FRANCAISE, AM-NOON. SACRED HEART SCHOOL GYM, 96 ST. & 108 AVE. 
11202, 8627 RUE MARIE-ANNE GABOURY. Info: Godfrey, ‘Ages 2-12, girls and boys. Basic soccer skills, taught by FIFA 
469-0399, Certified coach. Info: Tony, 420-0760. 

FRENCH MEETUP Informal conversation group, al levels RAJA YOGA MEDITATION #208, 10132-105 ST. In associa 
of French speakers welcome. Info: french.meetup.com/236 | tion with Brahma Kumaris World Spiritual Organization. 
7720-5169, Info: wwrw.bkwsu.org or 425-1050. 

GREAT EXPEDITIONS, HOSTEL TRAVEL 2ND MONEVERY | RIVER VALLEY RUNNERS TUE & THU, 5:15-6:45 PM. 


(MONTH, 7:30 PM. HOSTELLING INTERNATIONAL, 10640-81 
AVE. Everyone welcome. For presentation schedule or info: 


RIVERDALE COMMUNITY HALL, 9231-100 AVE. Coached train- 
ing for running on Edmonton's extensive river valley trails, 


Sylvia, 454-6216 or 455-674), Includes warm up and cooldown. Info: www.rivervalleyrun- 
HIP MAMAS MEET-UP Young mothers and their babies | ners.net or 447-1909. 
‘Meet several times a week. Free to join, plenty of friends to TOPS: TAKE OFF POUNDS SENSIBLY THU, 6:30-7:30 PM. 
be made. Info: hipmama.meetup.com/1SV. ALLENDALE COMMUNITY LEAGUE, 6330-105A ST. 
ILLUSIONS SOCIAL CLUB ZND THU EVERY MONTH, 8PM. | Weight oss support and information. First 
THE ROOST, 10345-104 ST. Cross-dressers, transsexuals, meetings fee. Info: TOPS4990@ 
friends, and supporters meet: Info: 387-3343 or groups, hotmail.com. 
TRANQUILITY MEDITATION 
(MAGES ALBERTA CAMERA CLUB2ND.& 4THTHUEVERY | WED, 7PM. 0502-70 AVE. 
MONTH, 8 PM. ALLENDALE SCHOOL, 6475-106 ST. Informative | Tibetan tradition. Free, begin- 
Presentations, speakers, workshops, outings, plus monthly | ners welcome, instruction 
and year-end competitions. Photographic enthusiasts ofall | available. Info: Lama Ani 
\evels Welcome. Info: www.imagesab.ca or Sheila, 469-9776. |  Kunsang, 633-6157 or www. 
SUPPORT GROUP FOR WOMEN’S ISSUES Weekly -|_katmatashiling org. 
‘op-in meetings, providing resources and informationon | VEGETARIANS OF ALBERTA 
‘el-esteem, mental health, and employment. Men welcome | Monthly events, potluck dinners, 
toattend Info: 496-5930. and dine-out nights for vegetarians and 
TOURETTE SYNDROME SUPPORT IST WED EVERY vegans. Monthly newsletter includes articles 
MONTH (OCT-JUNE), 7PM, ACADEMY OF KING EDWARO, on health, environment, and compassion. Info: events 
8525-101 ST, NORTH DOOR, Meeting for TS adults and vofaca or www ofA. 
Darents oFTS kids. Info: -866-824-9764. 
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LEARNING 


AFRICAN DANCE CLASSES 10275 JASPER AVE. Movements, 
the Afro-Caribbean dance ensemble, offers a variety of 
African dance classes at all levels. info: 415-5211 or www. 
movementsdance.com. 

DROP-IN ART FOR THE ARTIST AT HEART PROFILES 


| PUBLIC ART GALLERY, 19 PERRON ST, ST. ALBERT. Info: 


Glenda, 460-4310 or ahfglenda@telus.net. 
EDMONTON CHESS CLUB Leaming and playing 
Opportunites for students and families at Edmonton 


| Chess Cluband other locations in the city. Info: 474-2318 or 


rovingchessnuts@ishaw.ca. 
EDMONTON WEAVERS’ GUILD Offering classes on 
weaving and spinning. Info; Sonja, 4255-1152 or ewga 


| Interbaun.com. 


| literacy and math skills on an ongoing basis. Info: Mary, 


| asliding scale, based on participant's income. Info: www. 


QUEER 


| lesbian, gay, bisexual, trans-identified, two-spirited, queer, 
| allied community members, and police officers. Email 












EDMONTON WRITERS’ CENTRE STANLEY A. MILNER 
LIBRARY, #7 CHURCHILL SQUARE. A creative space for writers 
of all genres and levels. Hours: Mon-Fri 9 am-9 pm. Sat 9 

am-6 pm. Sun 1-5 pm, info: 496-7070, 

FAVA WORKSHOPS The Film and Video Arts Society offers 
‘one-night workshops twice a month ina variety af media 
activities. Info: www. fava.ca or 429-1671 

FLAMENCO LESSONS SUN, 2:30-3:30 PM, Judithand Oscar | 
Jose Garcia teach both Flamenco dance & guitar. Info: 1780- 
349-4843 or ojgarciaftelusplanet net 

HARCOURT HOUSE ART CLASSES JAN-APR A variety of 
low-cost classes specializing in drawing, pastels, painting, 
and other mediums, taught by professional artists and 
educators. info: www.harcourthouse.ab.@ or 426-4180. 
LEARNING CENTRE LITERACY ASSOCIATION #200, 
1016-105 AVE. Recruiting volunteers to help adults develop 


429-0675, 
KARATE INSTRUCTION Classes for kids over 10, teens, and 
adults. info: www.manatisowin.com or 975-6510. 


| KITANO TAIKO JAPANESE DRUMMING WORKSHOPS 
| Schedules, info, and registration: www.kitanotaiko.ca or 


431-0300. 
MARS HILL CENTRE 88318-104 ST, 435-0202 Classes 
and workshops on the recovery process, Registration on 


marshillcentre.com. 

MEDIA MAG WORKSHOPS EDMONTON CHAMBER OF 
COMMERCE, #600, 9990 JASPER AVE. DEC14 Social Media 
Relations (10-4 pm), cost $175. Info: www.mediamag.ca or 
695-5675. 

MINERVA MOSAICS ART CLASSES CITY ARTS CENTRE, 
10943-84 AVE. A range of mosaicart classes for beginners 


| and intermediates. Info: www.minervamosaics.com or 


439-195). 


| MOMMY & ME BELLY DANCING CLASSES Belly dance 


Classes and parties for adults and children. Info: 428-5571 or 


| belladanza@telus.net. 


RENAISSANCE DANCE CLASS DEC 17, 7-9 PM. WHERE 
FAERIES LIVE, 10991A-124 ST. Info: borealis, avacal.net. | 


AGAPE EDUCATION FACULTY, U OF A CAMPUS Focus group 
on sex and gender differences in education and culture. 
Pre-service and practicing teachers, community members 
welcome. Info: andre.grace@ualberta.ca or 492-0772. 
EPS/LGBTQ LIASION COMMITTEE The EPS/LGBTO 
Liaison Committee is composed of a variety of concerned 


questions or concems to epsigbtq@yahoo.ca. All inquiries 
treated with confidentiality and respect. To report a hate 


Unit, 421-3489, ] 


| INSIDE/OUT U of A Campus-based organization for 
| LGBTQ faculty, graduates, academic & staff. Straight allies 


welcome. Monthly meetings. Info: kwelis@ualberta.ca or 


| mwonham@ualberta.ca 


PRIDE CENTRE 9540-111 AVE., 488-3234. GLBT & Support- 


| ers Community & Resource Centre. Join a group or take part 


inspecial programming. Hours: Mon-Fri, } pm-10 pm. Info: 
www.priderentreofedmonton.org. 

TEAM EDMONTON A volunteer operated, non-profit 
society for members and friends of the GLBT community, 
offering well organized and fun sporting events and other 
recreational activities within a positive social framework. 
Info; www.teamedmonton.ca. 


| WOMONSPACE Non-profit lesbian organization for 
Edmonton and surrounding area. Organized monthly | 


activities. Memberships available, including 
monthly newsletter. Confidential- 


THURSDAY 
BI-SEXUAL WOMEN’S COF- 
FEE GROUP 2ND THU EVERY 
MONTH, 7:30 Plt & soci group 
for bi-curious and bi-sexual women. 
Jnfo: groups yahoo.com/group/bwed- 
monton. 
COCAINE ANONYMOUS MEETING 7PM. 
PRIDE CENTRE, 9540-111 AVE. CA Hotline: 425-2715. 
FREE TO BE INTERMEDIATE VOLLEYBALLS-10 PM. 101 
AWISKIWACY ACADEMY Info: volleyballf@teamedmonton.ca. 





| GAYWIRE 6 PM. CISR 88.5 FM Edmonton's only radio show 


concerning gay, lesbian, bisexual and transgendered lives. 
News, local and international features, and community 
events. 

HIV POSITIVE GLBT SUPPORT GROUP 2ND THU EVERY 
MONTH, 7-9 PM, PRIDE CENTRE, 9540-111 AVE. Drop-in sup- 
port group facilitated by Mark from HIV Edmonton. 

LGBT SENIORS DROP IN 2-4 PM, PRIDE CENTRE, 9540-17 


| AVE Info: Jeff, 488-3234, 


ILLUSIONS SOCIAL CLUB 2ND THU EVERY MONTH, 6 PM. 
THE ROOST, 10345-104 ST. Cross-dressers, transsexuals, 
friends, and supporters meet. Info: 387-3343 or groups 
yahoo,com/group/edmonton_illusions. 


FRIDAY 
TRANS SUPPORT GROUP LAST FRI EVERY MONTH, 7PM 


| PRIDE CENTRE, 9540-111 AVE. TTIQ Alliance, dinner, and 


Social evening for trans-identified and questioning people, 
family and friends. Info: 718-1412 or ttiqalliancefishiaw.ca. 


SATURDAY 

NORTHERN CHAPS IST & 3RD SAT EVERY MONTH, 9PM. 
BOOTS, 10242-106 ST. Edmonton's original leather-fetish- 
uniform club. Info: main@northernchaps.com or www. 
northemchaps.com 


NORTHERN TITANS GLBT BOWLING LEAGUE 7PM, 


GATEWAY LANES & RECREATION CENTRE, #100, 3414 GATE- 
WAY BLVD. $15 per person. info: bowling@teamedmonton. 
@ 

SINGLE LESBIANS OVER 40 Women’s social group, 
monthly gatherings for conversation over tea and coffee. 
Info: singlewomen4Oplus@hotmail.com. 

SUIT UP & SHOW UP PRIDE CENTRE, 9540-171 AVE Big 


| Book study 12 noon-3 pm. 
YOUTH UNDERSTANDING YOUTH 7-9 PM. PRIDE CENTRE, 


9540-11] AVE. Lesbian, gay, bisexual, transgendered, 
Straight, and questioning youth (under 25) gather to have 
fun and leam ina safe, supportive environment. Info: 
members.shaw.ca/yuy. 


SUNDAY 


| ARCTIC FRONTRUNNERS 10 AM Runners of all levels of 
| ability welcome. Runs are typically 6-8 Km, usually 44-60 


minutes. Coffee afterwards. Info on venues and other runs 
during the week running@teamedmonton.ca, of 436-7892 
BALLROOM DANCING 7:30-8:30 PM All gender combina- 
tions welcome. Salsa, rhumba, waltz, jive. Info; 469-328) or 


| ballroom@teamedmonton.ca. 


BEARS MOVIE NIGHT LAST SUN EVERY MONTH, I-6 PAL 
PRIDE CENTRE, 9540-111 AVE. Movies in the TV room. Info: 
4883234. 

EDMONTON PRIME TIMERS (EPT) 2ND SUN MOST 
MONTHS, 2:30 PM. UNITARIAN CHURCH OF EDMONTON, 
10804-119 ST. Older gay men and admirers meet for a social 
period, short business meeting, followed by guest speaker, 


| discussion panel, or potluck supper. Special interest groups 


Meet for other activities throughout the month. EPT is af- 
filiated with Prime Timers World Wide. Info: edmontonpt 
yahoo.ca or www.primetimersww.org/edmonton. 
EDMONTON TRANSEXUAL PEER SUPPORT GROUP 
2ND & 4TH SUN EVERY MONTH, 2PM. PRIDE CENTRE, 9540- 
TILAVE. Info: 488-3234, 


HATHA YOGA 2-3:30 PM. LION'S BREATH YOGA. Introduc- 


tory level class, free. No previous experience required. Bring 


| yoga mat or towel and water. Info: yogafaiteamedmonton. 


a. 
LAMBDA CHRISTIAN COMMUNITY CHURCH 7PM. 
GARNEAU UNITED CHURCH, 11148-84 AVE. Lambda provides 
a safe and healing space for Edmonton's gay, lesbian, 
bisexual, transgender, and heterosexual Christians. Atl 
denominations and faiths welcome. info: 887-8611 or 


| lambdachurchf@ishaw.ca. 
| orbiasmotivated crime, contact the EPS Hate & Bias Crime | 


New Year’s Eve 


LIVE MUSIC 

100.3 THE BEAR CHILDREN’S FUND BASH SHAW 
CONFERENCE CENTRE w/ Thornley, State of Shock, and 
Tin Foil Phoenix. 

ALMOST ABBA CASINO YELLOWHEAD Tribute Show. 
BOBBY CAMERON BAND /8'S COUNTRY KITCHEN 
GO THEDOCKS 

LOST IN THE SHUFFLE LIZARD LOUNGE 
RATTPOISON JET NIGHTCLUB w/ Bonifide and Crush. 
COLOUR IN CONFLICT CROWN PUB 
MOBIUS FOUR ROOMS 
SOULED OUT CASINO EDMONTON 
TUPELO HONEY URBAN LOUNGE 


EVENTS 


“07 YEAR ENDER BENDER DEPARTING 5 PM. VARIOUS 
LOCATIONS New Year's pub crawl, includes eight loca 
tions. Tickets $50 at clubzone.com. 

BALLROOM NEW YEAR'S EVE 5:30 PM. RAMADA 
HOTEL Dinner and dance with The Emeralds. Tickets 
$89 at TIX. 

THE BANK GOES HOLLYWOOD THE BANK ULTRA 
LOUNGE New Year's Party, Tickets $40. Info; 420-9098 


show, and the Edmonton Poker King Tournament. In 
support of the Stollery Children’s Hospital Foundation. 
Tickets $130, 433-387, Info: 486-9506 or www.edgala. 
com. 


city life listings 


MEN'S DISCUSSION GROUP 7 PM. PRIDE CENTRE 9540-111 
AVE. Men's social and discussion group. Info: 488-3234. 
SOUTHMINSTER-STEINHAUER UNITED CHURCH 10 
AM. 10740-19 AVE. Welcomes all sexual orientations. Info: 
987-4974, 
SPIRITUAL LIVING CENTRE Info: www.spirituallivingcen- 
tre.com or 989-3752. 

| ST.PAUL'S UNITED CHURCH 10 AM. 1526-76 AVE. All 
orientations welcome for Sunday service. Info: 436-1555 ar 
wwwaffirmunited.ca. 


MONDAY 

CURLING WITH PRIDE MON (UNTIL MAR 17), 7:15 PM. 
GRANITE CURLING CLUB, 8620-107 ST. info: curling 
teamedmonton.ca. 


TUESDAY 
FREEDOM METROPOLITAN COMMUNITY CHURCH OF 
EDMONTON 7:15 PM. 10086 MACDONALD DR. A church for 
all people. Info: 429-2321 
MAKING WAVES SWIMMING CLUB NAIT POOL, 1762-106 
ST, Recreational and competitive swimming and coaching. 
Beginners encouraged to participate. Practices every Tue (8: 
9. pm) and Thu (730-8:30 pm), followed by social meeting. 
| Info: swimming&iteamedmonton.ca 
OUTREACH 5 PM. HERITAGE ROOM, ATHABASCA HALL U 
OF ACAMPUS U of A based group for gay, lesbian, bisexual, 
transgendered and straight-but-friendly students, staff, 
and faculty. Open to the community outside the U of A. Info: 
www.outreach.pixeialmighty.com or outreach@ualberta.ca. 
PFLAG PRIDE CENTRE IST TUE EVERY MONTH, 7PM. 
PRIDE CENTRE, 9540-117 AVE. Support meeting for parents, 
| families, and friends of GLBT people. info: Ruby, 436-1998 or 
| edmontonabapflagcanada.ca. 
‘STEP AEROBICS 5 PM. AEROBICS STUDIO, KINSMEN 
SPORTS CENTRE, 9100 WALTERDALE HILL info: step 
teamedmonton.ca. 
TRANS SUPPORT GROUP 2ND TUE EVERY MONTH, 
730-9:30 PM. GARNEAU UNITED CHURCH MEETING ROOM, 
1148-84 AVE. Education and support group for trans-identi- 
fied and questioning people. info: 718-1412 or ttiqalliancest 
shaw.ca. 


WEDNESDAY 
EDMONTON RAINBOW BUSINESS ASSOCIATION 2ND 
WED EVERY MONTH Casual networking with the GLBT busi- 
fess community. Locations listed on www.edmontonrba. 
| org. 
FREE TO BE RECREATIONAL VOLLEYBALL 8-10 PM. 10) 
AMISKIWACY ACADEMY $50 per season. Info: recvolleyball@ 
teamedmonton.ca. 
OPEN DOOR CLUB 5PM. GRANT MACEWAN COLLEGE, CITY 
CENTRE CAMPUS, RM 6-217 Social group for GLBTQ students, 
| faculty, and friends at GMCC. 
| TEAM EDMONTON BADMINTON 6 PM. OLIVER SCHOOL 
GYM, 10227-118 ST. Women's drop-in recreational badminton, 
all levels welcome. $30 for the season, $5 drop-in. Info: 
465-3620. 
YOURS, MINE, OURS AND US (YMOU) IST AND 3RD WED 
| EVERY MONTH Support group for GLBT parents, partners, 
and friends. Info: 426-6311 or 415-5434. 
YOUTH THEATRE PROJECT 7 PM. PRIDE CENTRE, 9540-117 
AVE. Using theatre toincrease awareness and reduce 
homophobic bullying. No theatre experience required. Info: 
Emily, 488-3234. 


BATH HOUSES 

DOWN UNDER 1224 JASPER AVE.,482-7960 Open 24/7. 
| Info: www.gayedmonton.com. 

| STEAMWORKS 11745 JASPER AVE, 451-5554 Open 24/7. 





EXTRAVAGANZA CLUB CRAWL DEPARTING 7PM. 

THE IRON HORSE Stops include The tron Horse, Bar 
Wild, Ezzie's, The Fox, and Woolly Bully’s. Tickets $30 at 
dubzone.com. 

AJAZZY NEW YEAR DOORS AT 5:30 PM. DELTA INN 
SOUTH Dinner and dance with the Tuxedo Junkies. 
Tickets $119, tables of 10 $849 at TIX. 

LAST NIGHT OF SIN DANTE’S BISTRO Tickets and info: 
486-4448. 

LATIN NEW YEAR'S 5:30 PM. DELTA INN SOUTH Dinner 
and dance with X-Band, Tickets $80, dance only $30, 

at TIX. 

MURDER AT THE JUICE JOINT 6:30 PM, HULBERT’S An 
interactive murder mystery, includes dinner and a‘20s 
‘swing, jazz, and blues performance by Kansas City Three. 
Tickets $99 at hulberts.ca or 436-116), 

NEW YEAR'S GALA 2008 EDMONTON EVENT CENTRE 
With Dis Harman B, Kwake, and Mike Tomas. Tickets 


Includes musical fireworks show, live bands, and family 
rafts and activities, All free. Info: www.eventsedmon- 


‘MALL WORLD WATERPARK FAMILY BEACH PARTY. Tickets 
328, family pass S70 at 444-5321 or WEM Guest Services. 


















THE SHAPESHIFTERS 

w/ Nestor Delano and Mikey Wong. Thu, Dec. 13. The Bank 
Ultra Lounge (10765 Jasper Ave). Tickets: $15 at the door. 
Info: 893-9400 





DJs are boring. They sashay into 
town, play other people's records, 
clap their hands, grin like beatific 
dolts, and seldom leave a real im- 
pression on the heard-it-all-before 
crowds who are probably (luckily) 
too high or drunk to remember any- 
way. 

As such, one can’t help but feel a 
little cheated by the Shapeshifters, 
the U.K.-based duo of Simon Marlin 
and Max Reich, who will be play- 
ing Edmonton this week—but not in 
their more innovative guise as part 
of a seven-piece house music dance 


band. 


Jus 


Over the phone from West Lon- 
don, Marlin, 38, empathizes because 
the Shapeshifters’ live act really is 
that good. He can’t, however, say 
the same for other dance bands he’s 
managed to catch live 

“A lot of them are quite naff, to 
be honest,” he says. “They’re really 
not bands at all, just a live PA setup. 
This year, we've mainly been tour- 
ing as DJs. We make sure it's billed 
properly, because it can be very frus- 
trating for people when they hope 
to see someone perform live and 
that person just shows up with a CD 
wallet.” 

The advent of an honest-to-gosh 
live dance band is the kind of thing 
that might lend electronic music 
some more credibility in the eyes 
of skeptics who decry what they see 
as the genre's use of technology as 
a crutch, The Shapeshifters have 
great crossover potential, Marlin re- 
alizes, but when he and Reich first 
met in 1996, neither of them were 
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setting out to form a band. In fact, 
it would take them until 2003 before 
they finally started producing music 
together. 

The wait was apparently worth it 
Their first single, an uplifting feel- 
good house anthem dubbed “Lola's 
Theme” (named in honour of late- 
night listening sessions with Marlin’s 
missus), went to #1 in the U.K. and 
spent eight weeks atop the national 
airplay chart. The massive tune got 
The Shapeshifters nominated for a 
Brit Award in 2004 and it’s s picked 
up numerous house music awards 
since then. Their debut album, 
Sound Advice, was released in 2006, 
with a followup, Do Not Disturb, due 
out in early 2008. 

“On the new album, as writers, 
we've developed a lot more,” Mar- 
lin says. “The last album gave us a 
lot more confidence in writing this 
one. It's a bit more electronic—we've 
got a lot more toys that we've used 
~ but we still used a lot of strings and 


aes 





PREVIEW - REAL LIVE DANCE « BY YURI WUENSCH | 703 woras al 
cell V Prepare the Party Dance duo Shapeshifters promise more than a same-old, same-old D) set. PHOTO SUPPLIED 


THE U.K.'S GENRE-STRADDLING 
SHAPESHIFTERS COME TO 
EDMONTON WITH MORE THAN 
ACD WALLET IN THEIR POCKET 


brass and acoustic elements. There 
are a couple of midtempo and down- 
tempo songs on the album as well. 
We're kind of moving on in that re- 
spect, I suppose.” 

In fact, their next single to be re- 
leased in the U.K. clocks in at only 
about 90 beats per minute, which 
hardly makes for a banging club 
track. And while it probably won't 
figure into a headlining Shapeshift- 
ers DJ set, Marlin is glad of the band's 
progression all the same, which re- 
flects a non-commercial musical 
sensibility he and Reich have always 
shared, 

“When we did ‘Lola's Theme,”” he 
says, “we could have played in every 
club around the world, whether it 
was cool or not. We actually got of- 
fered a lot more money to play the 
shit clubs. And we didn't do that. We 
stayed true to what we believe in, and 
that's underground house music. 

“People who have success, but 
don't have experience, tend to fuck it 


THEY'RE 


nN 
+ 


up quite quickly. Fortunately, we've 
had a lot of experience. Sometimes 
people go for the money straight 
away, and that’s a mistake.” 

Working in the industry onstage 
and behind the scenes for years 
Marlin has witnessed the rise and 
fall of many “superstar” DJs. Hes 
also seen DJ technology making 
quantum leaps—both for better oand 
worse. While they're pleased to push 
the boundaries of dance music as 4 
band, their approach to their DJ sets 
might best be described by the title 
of another of their hits: “Back to 
Basics,” 

“We don't rely on tricks,” he says 
“We can hold and entertain a crowd 
by playing records rather than all the 
nonsense that would make it look 
like I'm sending e-mails. Yes, it's very 
clever what some people can do, but 
the interaction with the crowd and 
the energy you create from moving 
turntables and mixing records is be 
ing lost with technology.” 


agenda | news&opinion | city life | music| on screen | arts | classifieds | sex | the bat* 


music 





PREVIEW « SAD SONGS ARE NATURE’S ONIONS - BY ZOLTAN VARADI | 0 wors 


Diamond Mine 


FORMER ROGER VOCALIST 
RAKES THE ASHESFOR A 
GLINT OF INSPIRATION 





DARREN FRANK 
Sat, Dec 15. Axis Café (10349 Jasper Ave). Tickets: SB 
atthedoor 





Transcendence may be a universal 
artistic theme, but at this time of 
year, as the reality of another long 
bleak winter begins to play with 
your emotions, it’s easy to think of 
the struggle to overcome the cold’s 
erey grip on your soul as a uniquely 
(and absolutely necessary) Canadian 
concern. 

“It is so true 
cian Darren Frank, whose new EP, 
Coal to Diamond, explores themes 
of resiliency and what her describes 
as the “Ping Pong match” between 
elation and depression. “I talk about 
my situation and it’s easily relatable 
You feel a little bit more connected 
through that, I think it makes for 
some really honest art. There's a sort 
of exposed character to everything, 
and that's instantly the most honest 
stuff.” 

As we speak, Frank is sitting in 
his south-facing kitchen, getting as 
uiced as possible on the short sup- 
ly of vitamin D from the December 


,” agrees local musi- 


sun’s errant rays. (He mentions he's 
thinking of getting a SAD lamp.) But 
1e admits that, even if he wrote them 
somewhere else, his approach to the 
songs on Coal to Diamond wouldn't 
vave differed much. 

The recording process began over 
a year ago, around the time his group 
roger started to splinter. That, com- 
»ined with some “personal” matters, 





ed him in the direction of penning 
tracks that alternate between melan- 
choly and hope. 

“That was tough,” he says of rog- 
er’s implosion. “Breaking away from 
something like that you wonder, ‘Will 
| ever find that again—people who 





“BREAKING AWAY FROM SOMETHING LIKE THAT YOU WONDER, ‘WILL1 EVER FIND THAT 
AGAIN—PEOPLE CAN DO THESE THINGS?’ BUT I NEEDED TO DO THIS MYSELF. I DIDN’T 
KNOW WHAT THE DEAL WAS A YEAR AND A HALF AGO—I JUST STARTED PLAYING SHOWS 
WITH MYSELF AND A GUITAR, AND IT BECAME QUITE APPARENT THAT THAT’S WHAT I HAD 
TO DO FOR A WHILE.” — DARREN FRANK ON THE IMPLOSION OF HIS PREVIOUS BAND, ROGER 





can do these things?’ But I needed to 
do this by myself. I didn’t know what 
the deal was a year and a half ago—I 
Just started playing shows with my- 
self and a guitar, and it became quite 
apparent that that's what I had to do 
for awhile.” 

While he has nothing but kind 
Words for his former bandmates— 
“Until the day I die,” he says, “I will 
put them in the fold of musicians that 
| respect; they're all insanely talent- 





Transmundane Darren Frank tums workaday woes into songwriting gold. PHOTO BY ERIC DUFFY 


ed” —Frank’s solo gamble seems have 
been a move in the right direction 
The five tracks on the EP, although 
recorded in three different locations, 
flow seamlessly, and the production 
has a crisp, atmospheric feel, while 
Frank's voice could hold its own 
against singers like Peter Elkas and 


Ron Sexsmith, both of whom he 
feels creatively indebted to. 

Frank credits his time in Grant 
Mac€wan’s music program with 
helping him develop the skills to 
hone such a polished product, but he 
also knows that mere technique only 
gets you so far. 

“You take that raw product and start 
to shape it,” he says, “and in the end 
you can really buff it and shine it. But I 
don't know..... I've heard this term 100 
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times: [you can't] polish a turd.” 
Thankfully, that phrase doesn't ap- | 
ply to Coal to Diamond, a blend of | 
mellifluous melodies strengthened | 
by his rich but restrained vocals. | 
And if you're under the impression | 
that it's a dark, self-indulgent affair, | 
think again—it’s as celebratory as it | 


is sad. It's about turning those coals 
into diamonds, after all. 

“There's a certain amount of resil- 
ience that I’m impressed by, in my- 
self and others, just going through 
the things that they do,” Frank con- 
cludes. “It’s like a chiseling kind of 
thing, you know? You may think of 
it as wearing you down, but it's actu- 
ally the taking off of layers and get- 
ting close to the core.” 


MUSIC 
RODEO DRIVE 
The House of Sexy Designs 


+ His & Hers 
Lingerie 


* Sexy Shoes 
7 = Tole) ¢ 


> 
Os Me) ar: | 











Alhambra 


GUITARRAS 


Gpulta’ 
DEERING 
ee B ... 


Cort | 
9934-82 Avenue 


Edmonton, Alberta 


acoustic 


MUSIC 


—§-H-0-P — 


NEW & USED 
Stringed Instruments 
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Powersound! 


Recording St 


If you want to learn about 
studio recording, concert 
sound, movie sound, radio or 
record production... 
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WHY CLIMB THE CORPORATE LADDER 
WHEN YOU CAN TAKE THE ESCALATOR? 






ELEVATE YOUR EDUCATION WITH NAIT CONTINUING EDUCATION 









CONSIDERING A BUSINESS CAREER? REGISTER NOW FOR WINTER COURSES: 


* Pre-Business — A great place to start if you'd like to enter NAIT’s full-time Business program 
next fall and require prerequisites | Jan 7 to Mar 28 | $1,650 

Business Management Certificate Program — If you are a new manager or transitioning from 
a technical or trades position to a management position (qualifies for Blue Seal Certification) 
Weekend modules for busy schedules | $260 each module 

Supervisory Development Certificate Program — For new supervisors, also qualifies for Blue 
Seal Certification | Weekend modules - choose one or two or take all 10 to receive certification 
$260 each module 

And much more 























CALENDARS AVAILABLE AT: 
SOBEYS, 7-ELEVEN, MAC'S, SAFEWAY AND 
STANDS THROUGHOUT EDMONTON AND AREA 







www.nait.ca/ContinuingEducation 


CHNOLOGY COMMITTED TO iat aa! SUCCESS 


ton, Alberta Canada t56 2R1 PH 3 
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VAN HALEN CAN'T BELIEVE 
THEY'RE STILL GETTING 
AWAY WITHIT 





VAN HALEN 
Der 9, Rexall Place 





There are no calls of “WHERE'S 
MICHAEL ANTHONY?” as David 
Lee Roth emerges waving a king- 
size crimson flag—this crowd is 
too familial to taunt Eddie's bass- 
playing son. 

Diamond Dave, meanwhile, seems 
minuscule to anyone who caught his 
deadly solo show at Ed's a year ago, 
comparing that audience to a nearly 
sold-out arena show which Roth 
must by default share with the entire 


Finally, The Big Time | Eddie and David Lee share some screen time. PHOTO BY FISH GRIWKOWSKY 


CONCERT REVIEW - BOS NIGHT « BY FISH GRIWKOWKSY | 420 words 


Dad Rocks 









opening to “I'll Wait,” lighters raised 
as Roth strolled waving out onto 
the S-shaped catwalk. Who was 
playing the organ is a mystery during 
this and also the encore of “Jump 
since Edward Van Halen sported 
only his guitar all night. But holy 
shit, did he 

Working a custom VH Wolfgang 
special, a brand I just realized he 
named his kid after, EVH took us 
on a stoner trip Roth would later 
describe in the most real moment of 
the show before “Ice Cream Man 
daydreaming about failed joints roll 
ing off Pink Floyd album covers 
And for all his diminished high kicks 
and unmatched showmanship, what 
we really love about Roth is that hes 





WHO WAS PLAYING THE ORGAN IS A MYSTERY, SINCE EDWARD 
VAN HALEN SPORTED ONLY HIS GUITAR ALL NIGHT. BUT HOLY 
SHIT, DID HE. 





Van Halen family’s solos. 

But just in case yau can't see him, 
he's the guy up there on the three- 
storey screen pretending to fuck the 
inside of a top hat, raising his left 
hand, then his right, then—both! 
Magic!—for the hat yet remains 
perched on his loins! 

I drop most of a beer on my pants 
laughing so hard at this cheap erec- 
tion joke and wonder how this gen- 
eration of derivative mass-market 
label entertainers has the fucking 
gaul to mock the '80s when, at best 
and despite themselves, all they pro- 
duce in an entire year is maybe one 
record as good as Van Halen's “Diver 


The purest expression of this 
band’s beauty came during the synth 


just a gross dude who cannot believe 
the number of blowjobs he's gotten 
just by acting like rum is best with a 
couple scoops of coke. Trying to pass 
on the virus, Roth turned out to be 
the one to tease chubby 16-year-old 
Wolfgang, saying he'd be getting laid 
by some of Edmonton's finest. 

“Give me a break, Dave,” the kid 
shot back hilariously, his bad-goa 
teed dad’s wedding ring sparkling up 
on the movie screen. 

It was a weird, wonderful show, 
many times better than that Police 
gig, Eddie and Dave's fatless, grin” 
ning old bodies looking like mast 
odon schlongs, sure. But tell me you 
wouldn't stare curiously at one !ay- 
ing on the table in front of you for 
awhile. 
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Introducing the HTC Touch™ from 
| Bell — the touch screen you can’t 
wait to get your fingers on. 


Touch navigation, email, 
music and camera 





As low as 


| §QQ% 


with a $50 Fun bundie 
discount on a 3-yr contract? 
($399.95 no contract) 


Plus: 


Get unlimited access to email, instant 
messaging and Internet with Mobile Browser™ 
for only $7/mo.? 











Bonus: Get an additional $50 in-store credit when you purchase select phones. 





Visit a Bell store 
1888 4MOBILE _ bell.ca/holiday 


‘technology permits, Other 
loca} ea With data use, fees apply (5¢/KB, up 




















Visit a Bell store near 
you to discover our 
wide range of products 
and get expert advice. 
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The Book Outlet 


10055 103st, Edmonton AB, T5J OX5 
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THE RISE OF 

DISASTER 

CAPITALISM ALED N 
The Shock Doctrine Amazing Grace A Thousand — 

Naomi Klein Danielle Steel Splendid Suns 

$14.99 $9.99 Khaled Hosseini 
reg $36.95 reg $34.00 $14.99 
reg $34.00 





* ALL Books are Discounted Up to 75% Off 

+ New Releases- 50% off List Price 

* Huge Selection of Sci Fi/ Science/ Fiction 
Business/ Self Help/ History/ Erotica 


We Make Reading Affordable 


















Get connected 


eCampusAlberta is your connection to nearly 30 
accredited online certificate, diploma and applied 
degree programs and 400 courses offered by 

15 Alberta colleges and technical institutes. 


Online learning gives you the freedom to study 
at times when it’s convenient for you. 


Programs include: 


QO Aboriginal Entrepreneurship certificate 
© Animal Health Technology diploma 
CO) Arts and Cultural Management certificate 
CO) Bachelor of Applied Human Services 
Q Early Learning and Childcare diploma 
| © Forestry Technician certificate 
Geographic Information Systems certificate 
| © Human Resources Management certificate 
Management Studies diploma 









PREVIEW - SMALL TOWN SUPERSTARS - BY EAMON MCGRATH 574 words 


You Saw Them When? 


SASKATOON’S BLOOD LINES 
ARE ALREADY PLAYING TO THE 
MASSES-—IN CHINA, AT LEAST 





BLOOD LINES 
w/ Aurora. Fri, Dec 14. Victory Lounge (10030 102 St). 
Tickets: $10 at the door 





Every rock 'n’ roll legend starts out 
in a tiny club. Even the greats had to 
cut their teeth playing in hole-in-the- 
wall venues to handfuls of (mostly 
uninterested) people. But one single 
moment comes in the career of ev- 
ery musical giant when their popu- 
larity explodes, and they go from 
being little-known leaders of small 
groups of devoted fans to massive 
pop-culture superstars. 

Saskatoon’s Blood Lines seem to 
be on the verge of such an explosion, 


»~ 
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and in some parts of the world—Chi- 
na, for example, where only last year 
the Blood Lines shared a bill with 
Nine Inch Nails and Public Enemy 
at the Beijing Pop Festival, playing 
in front of thousands of people— 
they've already gotten there 

“It just fell into place,” recalls 
Blood Lines keyboardist Maygen 
Kardash. “There was a cancellation 
of another band and it just worked 
out. We had to be formally invited by 
the government. Needless to say, we 
kept the letter.” 

Kardash joined the Blood Lines 
after meeting its members while 
working as a waitress.in a Saskatoon 
venue. Her initial role in the Blood 
Lines was as drummer, but the move 
to keyboards during their first jam 
was a moment in the history that has 
taken on a mythic aura for the band: 
according to Kardash, everything fell 
into place so effortlessly, there was 


| no doubt in any of their minds that 
| something huge-the chance play in 
| front of thousands of people on a 
| bill with a band like Public Enemy in 


China, perhaps?—was going to befall 
them all. 

“The first time we ever jammed, 
we were like, ‘This is going to be the 
band,’” Kardash remembers. “There 
was chemistry between all of us. 


| Maybe it's a family dynamic that 


makes it such an interesting chem- 


| istry, but it exists—the chemistry is 


there, and everything is easy and e1 
joyable and special.” 

For the Blood Lines, popular 
overseas has come to them without 
much effort, but cracking the mus 
scene back home has been more 
a challenge. “Reception in Canada 
is different,” Kardash says. “It's a 
music community, and it’s ready 
embrace you as one of their ov 
Here, people talk to you at shows. |; 
China, it was like ‘instant stardor 
People were giddy. When I went ou 
afterwards into the crowd, there was 
one girl that asked me if she could 
take my picture, and suddenly ther 
were hundreds of flashes going of 

Kardash knows how surreal it al 
sounds, especially to members of 
the Canadian and Saskatoon musx 
community she's grown up with and 
played with for years. One min 
the Blood Lines are rocking the hous: 
for thousands of people at one of the 
world’s biggest music festivals, then 
they’re’back in Canada playing pur 
rock clubs, some of which bare! 
hold 200. But it still feels like they’: 
going to fill stadiums someday. After 
all, they've done it once already. 

“Tt kind of felt like we were blaz 
ing a bit of a trail,” Kardash admit 
“Anything is possible, and | thir 
that that’s the story of our band. £ 
ery day we're thinking of new wa 
to get out there and bring our mus 
to the widest audience we can.” 
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Blood Brothers (and Sister) Are the Blood Lines the next big thing? PHOTO SUPPLIED 
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Dodge-Caliber R/T 
Model Shown’ 







Jeep Compass Limited 


Starting From Mode! Shown 


$17,195 


INCLUDES $1,200 FREIGHT 


Starting From 


ai $19,195 


INCLUDES $1,200 FREIGHT 





2008 DODGE CALIBER 2008 JEEP COMPASS 
© 1.8L DOHC dual WT 16V 4-cylinder engine © Optional 2.0L DOHC 4 cylinder engine, Standard 172 hp 2.4L World Engine 
© AWM stereo with CD player & 4 speakers ¢ 60/40 split folding rear seat © AM/FM CD 6 Disc MP3 Radio © Electronic Stability Program 


© Sliding storage armrest with cell phone/PDA/MP3 holder 
Available Musicgate Power™ with 2 liftgate speakers and 6 Boston Acoustic 
speakers with subwoofer ¢ !Iluminated cup holders 
%& ye Xe Xe % NHTSA 5 Star front and side impact + 


© Available fold-flat passenger seat and a removable washable UltraFloor™ 
© Available YES Essentials stain, odour and static resistant seat fabric 









© Available power sunroof eAudio input Jack 
# 4% XH NHTSA 5 Star side impact ¢ 














Jeep Patriot Limited c Jeep Wrangler Rubicon 
Model Shown’ Starting From Model Shown’ Starting From 
3 , 
INCLUDES $1,200 FREIGHT 


Liti id pore a INCLUDES $1,200 FREIGHT 


2008 JEEP WRANGLER 


© 202 hp V6 engine * Standard Command-Trac 4WD system 
© Available Infinity Sound System with 368 watt amplifier and Subwoofer 
© Standard Electronic Stability Program, Electronic Roll Mitigation and ABS 
© Available all new Jeep Freedom Top™ Modular Hardtop 
© Available power windows, power locks, and remote keyless entry 
% Xe % Fe NHTSA 5 Star front and side impact = 


2008 JEEP PATRIOT 
© 172 hp 2.4 DOHC engine with WT, Optional 2.0L DOHC 4 eylinder engine 
© 16 Inch aluminum wheels ® Sliding armrest with cell phone holder 
Washable UltraFloor™ Vinyl Load Floor Covering 
ye see ee NHTSA 5 Star front and side impact t 


G@ BW VISIT YOUR ALBERTA CHRYSLER © JEEP © DODGE DEALER <a> 


Wise customers read the fine print: 0, ¢, +t, These limited time offers apply to retail deliveries for personal use only on selected new and unused models. All offers include freight ($1,200), excludes licerise, insurance, registration, any retailer administration 
e Up to $75 PPSA and applicable taxes. Dealer order/trade may be necessary. Offers are subject to change without notice, See dealer for specific details and conditions. 0 Purchase prices apply to 2008 Dodge Caliber SE, 2008 Jeep Compass Sport, 2008 

\CING PROVIDED By cep Patriot Sport and 2008 Jeep Wrangler X models. tt MSRP for Dodge Caliber R/T model shown is $21,995; Jeep Compass Limited model shown is $22,995, Patriot Limited model shown is $22,695 and Jeep Wrangler 
Rubicon model shown is $28,595. Dealer order/trade may be necessary. See Dealer for specific pricing details and conditions. Dealers are free to set individual prices. + Based on U.S. National Highway Traffic Safety 
Administration (NHTSA) scoring system for 2008 model year Dodge Caliber, Jeep Compass Jeep Patriot and Jeep Wrangler. Visit www.chryslercanada.ca for more details. ® Jeep is a registered trademark of Chrysler Canada Inc. 
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Everybody Does Hair! 
We Just Do It Better. 


| www.GetChromed.com 
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| | 2007s 12 tracks each take two of the duo's 








Alive 2007 
| (Virgin) 
| kok tok te 


Those meticulous Frenchmen (or French- 
bots) in Daft Punk have created something 
| remarkable: an album with the rapturous 

| immediacy of a great live record and the 

| honed craftsmanship of a studio creation. 

| Spanning the length of DF's career, Alive 





. best songs and mashes them together, so 
| 2005's “Television Rules the Nation” meshes 


| perfectly into 2001's “Crescedolls”; and | T 





| 

| “One More Time" and “Aerodynamic” come 
| together even better than they do on Discov- 
ery, where they originally buttedheads. —_—| 
A fucking amazing party record, and a great 
headphones album to boot, Alive 2007 

| might be Daft Punk's best release yet. Pretty | 
| good for a band a lot of people had written 


| | offafter their last studio effort (the under- 


rated albeit still-not-great Human After All) 
It's just too bad they won't be putting outa | 
DVD. The world needs another great concert 
film, guys—and | for one can't get enough of | 


those shiny robo-suits. 
| MATTHEW HALLIDAY 


pene Paced 
3. 


Nervous Habitats 
(Roast) 


Kk Kk Ky 





Chain if they replaced their squall of soaking 
wet guitar feedback with tinny drum ma- 
chines and then cranked up the Phil Spector 
part of their sound while turning down the 
volume on the anger and debauchery. 


| Junior Bloomsday's debut raises the bar 


high for solo artists in in Edmonton. It's 
nothing short of a seminal document of our 
underground music scene in the first decade 
of the 2Ist century—and with any luck, it'll 
make Wickstrom work twice as hard on his 


next record. 
EAMON MCGRATH 








The Black and 
White Album 
(A&M/Octone) 





“toes: A 


Near the end of “Try It Again,” the second 


| track on their new disc The Black and White 


Album, The Hives quote Albert Einstein's 
observation that “The definition of madness 
is doing the same thing and expecting a 
different result.” (Some people attribute the 
quote to Thomas Jefferson, but it sounds fun 
nier for an aggressively stoopid band like The 
Hives to be quoting Einstein.) Anyway, that 
might be the reason why the well-dressed 
Scandinavian garage-rockers have decided to 
tinker a little with their formula on this outing 
recording many of the tracks in Mississippi 


| instead of Sweden and even inviting hip-hop 


mastermind Pharrell Williams from The 


| Neptunes to produce a couple of tracks. 


What started as songwriter Jeff Wickstrom’s | 
| bedroom lo-fi folk project has transformed 
into a pop music behemoth with Nervous 

Habitats, his debut full-length and his first 
| release on local label Roast Records. Habi- 


tats is thick with synthesizers, programmed 


| | drumbeats, Wickstrom’s crooning vocals, 
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and an orchestra of digital instruments, 
| all teetering on the edge of cheeseball but 
| miraculously holding onto brilliance instead 
| The key ingredient is Junior Bloomsday's 
| love of pure, unapologetic pop, which he 
| wears on his sleeve with the sincerityofa | 
| 14-year-old who's just had his life changed | 


| by punk rock—imagine the Jesus and Mary | 


| | 


That may sound like a dubious matchup, 

but in fact, the two Williams tracks are 
among the album's highlights—especially 
“T.HLE.H.IM.ES..” which takes a quintessential 
Hives chant and gives it a soaring space-funk 


| makeover. 


But don't panic: “Tick Tick Boom,” “Hey Little 
World,” and “Giddy Up!" deliver plenty of the 
high-energy guitar riffs and the cheerfully 
nonsensical, yelped-out lyrics Hives fans have 


| come to expect, with only a couple of slower, 


more experimental tracks to slow the disc's 
momentum. Four discs into their career, and 


| The Hives still seem to be having more fun 


than any other band on the planet. 
PAUL MATWYCHUK 


10442 whyte ave 439.1273 


ARK KOZELEK 


TE CHRI 
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MUSIC: SINGLE DIGIT . | s08 words 


No More Finger Food? 





EARTO THE ASPHALT ANN VRIEND 
NATALIE MACMASTER'S 
GUITARIST RISKS IF NOT LIFE, 
AT LEAST LIMB 





Cape Breton fiddler Natalie Mac- 
Master is a classy, world-renowned 
talent who, despite an enviable level 
of success—complete with tour bus- 
es and babysitters—still has had her 
share of road trials. 

First of all, MacMaster is tackling 
her nonstop tour with two kids un- 
der the age of two in tow, which defi- 
nitely doesn’t conjure up the classic 
sex, drugs, and rock 'n’ roll image of 
musicians on tour. (Then again, of 
course, neither does Celtic fiddling. ) 
My entire interview with MacMas- 
ter was constantly interrupted by 


cries and yells from Michael, her 
infant son, who “was so good until 
about 20 minutes ago!” according to 
MacMaster, exhausted by a long day 
spent juggling interviews and sooth 
ers. 

Yet somehow MacMaster is able to 
dig up a particularly traumatic (and 
potentially career-killing) story of 
toad woes. 

“We were driving after a show one 
night,” she begins, “and having a 
great time. We sat around and played 
tunes, it was really cool. That doesn't 
happen for me very much anymore 
because of the children, but it was 
doubly good, because Mary Francis 
[MacMaster's firstborn] was really 
content; she was just sitting there 
with my cousin, who was babysit- 
ting.” (I assume the babysitter was 
for the kids, not the band.) 

“Eventually I had to get Mary 
Francis to bed. I fell asleep with her 
in the back of the bus, though the 
guys stayed up playing.” Touring of 
any sort never seems to lend itself to 
privacy, let alone quality of sleep 


“Then | woke up. The bus was 
stopped 


taken the wrong exit, so we had to 


Apparently the bus had 
turn around. We were carrying a 
trailer on the back with some gear, 
and when the bus driver tried to turn 
around it was difficult, so everybody 
decided to take the trailer off the bus 
so it would be easier.” Ah, the glam- 
our of wrenches, jacks, and dark 
highways 

‘But everybody was in such good 
cheer after singing songs and ev- 
erything,” MacMaster claims. “And 
Brad [Davidge, MacMaster’s gui- 
tarist and a solo artist in his own 
right] decided he was going to help 
with the trailer hitch. But they had 





to lift the trailer up, and something 
happened, and the trailer hitch came 
down, right on Brad's finger.” 

And in one moment, everything 
very nearly changed. You can imag- 
ine MacMaster and her band hud- 
dled on the dark highway, gawking at 
their guitarist’s mangled hand. (For 
those of you who don't play guitar, 
the thing about that instrument is, 





MUSIC: THE KISS OF DEATH AWARDS 599 words 


Grammy Goofs Edition 





LOST IN THE SUPERMARKET ZOLTAN VARADI 
GRAMMY’S ESSENTIAL 

ARTISTS: JAZZY JEFF, JETHRO 
TULL, AND MILLI VANILLI 





‘Out-of-touch old men jacking each 
other off. ENOUGH!” 

That's Nine Inch Nails’ Trent 
Reznor calling for an end to the 
Grammys. Nominees for the awards, 
now in its 50th year, were announced 
last week, with Kanye West and Amy 
Winehouse leading the list of nomi- 
nees. 


Reznor's not alone. Every year, a 
horde of critics emerges to decry the 
big industry backslap, but perhaps 
the judges are simply more forward- 
thinking than their time allowed 
them to be? Only now, 18 years after 


Wd NIEDICAN 


the fact, has it become clear that Je- 
thro Tull really did deserve to win the 
trophy for Best Hard Rock/Heavy 
Metal Performance over Metallica 
(by virtue of the fact that the latter 
are such extreme putzes, of course). 
That's a dissenting opinion though; 
people are still squawking over the 
slight the Tull/Metallica 
controversy takes the outside slot in 
the All Things Entertainment blog's 


In fact 


“Top 5 Grammy Goofs,” which also 
includes D) Jazzy Jeff & The Fresh 
Prince's win over Public Enemy in 





the Rap category, the same year the 
Academy sent Metallica home emp- 
ty-handed, and The New Vaudeville 
Band’s “Winchester Cathedral” beat- 
ing out the Monkees’ “Last Train to 
Clarksville,” the Beach Boys’ “Good 
Vibrations,” The Mamas and the 
Papas’ “Monday, Monday,” and the 
Beatles’ “Eleanor Rigby” in 1966. 
The website also takes issue with 
A Taste of Honey's besting of Elvis 
Costello in the 1979 Best New Art- 
ist race (once again, I’m not sure I 
agree... “Boogie Oogie Oogie” is 


damn catchy song) and Milli Vanil- 
li's triumphant Best New Artist vic- 
tory in 1990. (via ivillage) 


Zep Lively 
Some not-so-instant karma went 
down backstage at the Led Zeppelin 
reunion concert in Greenwich, Eng- 
land this past Monday, as convicted 
Naomi 


heard 
causing a fuss after the theft of her 


personal-assistant abuser 


Campbell reportedly was 
purse, which apparently housed two 
cellphones. Sounds more like pre 
emptive medicine-than a crime to 
me. (Campbell was found guilty of 
assault last January after she hucked 
a phone at a maid.) 

And while the Zep set sounded 
stellar indeed—they kicked off with 
“Good Times, Bad Times” 
wrapped up their revue of moments 
thereof with “Rock and Roll”—the 
real musical gemswere saved for a 
select few at an after-party that fea- 
tured entertainment by the likes of 
Sam Moore, Percy Sledge, and Solo- 
mon Burke. 


and 
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Just Call CAA Natalie MacMaster will get her roadside assistance from the pros from now on PHOTO SUPPUED 


you need fingers.) 

“Of course we still had this tour to 
do,” MacMaster says, “and it was re 
ally quite devastating. At that point 
we didn’t know if he would ever be 
able to play again. It turns out he 
was able to save most of the finger 
he basically ended up losing the tip, 
but it was his right hand. So the fin 


ger-picking stuff he didn't do for a 





Global a Go Goings 

Here's an early Christmas present 
for Clash/Joe Strummer fans: the 
late, great rocker’s wife Lucinda and 
the couple's friend, renowned Brit- 
ish artist Damien Hirst, are team- 
ing up on a book of art, lyrics, and 
other tour ephemera that Strummer 
tended to accumulate and produce 
on the road. 

Lucinda Strummer apparently dis- 
covered a cache of suitcases, some 
dating back to the Clash days, full of 
everything from cartoons to never- 
recorded verses, in a private room 
used by the packrat punk to store 
his globetrotting booty, most of it 





Award Me Like an Animal Trent Reznor hates the Grammys. So is he going to give back his two? PHOTO SUPPLIED 


while, he had to relearn. It was really 
tough.” 
“Which finger was it?” | ask, shud 


dering, being a pianist myself 


“It was the middle finger.” Pause 
And he was just trying to be help 


ful 
Natalie MacMaster plays 
The Arden Theatre in St. Albert 


on Thursday, December 13 


products of his own singular imagi 
nation 

No date for the release of the col 
lection has yet been scheduled: Ms 
Strummer told one U.K, rag, “It's 
not something that's going to be 
rushed into; it's going to be beauti- 
fully done: It'll be like an art book, 
with photographs, lyrics, drawings, 
maybe unreleased songs, rarities. 
It'll have CDs in it, rare Joe stuff— 
we'll see what we've got.” (via The 
Independent online) 


Party ‘Til You Burn the Studio 
Down 

Oh to be a fly on the wall during 
these sessions... 

Two of the industry's stranger 
personalities have teamed up after 
reportedly becoming all buddy-like 
at this past year's SXSW festival 
in Austin: dub genius/nutbar Lee 
“Scratch” Perry and motivational 
speaker/party guru Andrew WK 
are working together on the latter's 
recording, Repentance, due for com- 


pletion next spring. <= = 
et Te en 
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music listings 





LIVE MUSIC 


THURSDAY 


ALTERNATIVE 
MOURNING WOOD ON THE ROCKS. 
STUBENDALL URBAN LOUNGE 


BLUES & ROOTS 
MELLOW GOLD CAFE LEVA w/ Travis Boa Every Thursday. 
SLEEPERS BLUES ON WHYTE. 

THAT'S E-TOWN EDDIE SHORTS w/ Matt, Mark & Rick. 
Every Thursday. 


JAZZ 
KRISTILYN ROBERTSON HULBERT'S. 


POP & ROCK 
DJ HARRY JAMES THE DOCKS Every Thursday. 


DJS/DANCE CLUBS 

1 LOVE BOS NEW CITY LIKWID LOUNGE w/ Dexter Nebula & 
‘Anarchy Adam. 

ELECTRO EDUCATION BACKROOM VODKA BAR w/ DJ 
Lazerbeam, trip hop, dub, lounge, electro & IDM mash-up. 
HIGHER LEVEL THURSDAYS LEVEL 2 LOUNGE Drum & 
bass w/ DJs Dreadnought, PhatCat, MC Enlite, and guests. 
JUNIOR BROWN RED STAR. 

MIA FELLOW BUDDY'S w/ DJ WestCoastBabyDaddy. 
‘SALSA STYLE THURSDAYS THE BANK ULTRA LOUNGE. 
SHORTEE BLACK DOG 

URBAN SUBSTANCE THURSDAYS GINGUR SKY LOUNGE 
w/ Urban Substance Sound Crew. 


FRIDAY 


ALTERNATIVE 

THE BLOODLINES VELVET UNDERGROUND w/ guests. 
MOURNING WOOD ON THE ROCKS. 

OZZY OZMUNDS URBAN LOUNGE 

SAGITTARIUM THE TEMPLE Space Age, O)Rystar, Greg 
Saint, Vinny Vo. 

SIXGUN THE STUDIO & MEAD HALL w/ Vinyl Spine, 


BLUES & ROCTS 

BACK PORCH SWING THE CARROT ARTS COFFEEHOUSE 
BLUES WITH BERNARD EDDIE SHORTS. 

GORDIE MATTHEWS JEFFREY’ CAFE 

THE RAULT FAMILY CHRISTMAS BLUE CHAIR CAFE. 
THE RUM BROTHERS CASINO YELLOWHEAD. 
SLEEPERS BLUES ON WHYTE. 

SLOWBURN CLIFFS, 


JAZZ 

ANNA BEAUMONT FOUR ROOMS. 
DAVID ROSS MACDONALD HULBERT'S 
THEV.S.0.P. GROUP YARDBIRD. 


POP & ROCK 

ALLAN-LEE AND THE BLUES BUSTERS SNEAKY PETE'S. 
CAT SASS CASINO EDMONTON. 

ROGER WEST L2'S PUB w/ The Bounty Hunters. 


DJS/DANCE CLUBS 

BITCH BITCH BITCH NEW CITY SUBURBS w/ DJ Dervish, 
Plan B. 

CONNECTED FRIDAYS THE BANK ULTRA LOUNGE Local 
house & international guest Dis. 

DJ CLAY STONEHOUSE PUB. 

DJ EDDY TOONFLASH BUDDY. 

DJ LOOSE CANNON IRON HORSE. 

DJ SHAWNIBIS ON THE ROCKS. 

FORMULA FRIDAYS LEVEL 2 LOUNGE DJ Groovy Cuvy, Dd 
Fuze. 

FRIDAY NIGHT FREEK OUT NEW CITY LIKWID LOUNGE w/ 
OJs Jebus & Anarchy Adam of CISR & G-Whiz. 

FUNKY FRIDAYS BACKROOM VODKA BAR w/ Di Phife & 
friends. 

JUICY DJ SUEDE LOUNGE. 

THE MOD CLUB HALO Soul, R&B, indie, Brit pop, new wave, 
reggae & classic punk, DJs Blue Jay & Travy D. 

NEON NIGHTS FLUID. 

RED FRIDAYS THE DOCKS Military appreciation night. 


VENUE GUIDE 


‘ARDEN THEATRE #5 ST. ANNE ST, ST. ALBERT 459-1542 
THE ARTERY 9535 JASPER AVE. 
ATLANTICTRAP & GILL 7704-104 ST. 432-4611 
AVENUE SKATEPARK 9030-118 AVE. 477-2149 

AXIS CAFE 10349 JASPER AVE. 990-0031 
BACKDRAUGHT PUB 8307-99 ST. 430-9200 

BELL & COURT PUB 200-10A MAIN BLVD. SHERWOOD 
PARK 464-1326 

BLACK DOG 10425-82 AVE. 439-1082 

BLIND PIG #32 ST. ANNE ST, ST. ALBERT 416-6332 
BLUE CHAIR CAFE 9624-76 AVE. 989-286] 

BLUES ON WHYTE 10329-82 AVE. 439-5058 
B-STREET BAR 1/616-I11 AVE. 414-0545 
BUDDY'S 117258 JASPER AVE. 488-7736 

BUD'S LOUNGE CAPILANO MALL, 98 AVE. & 50 ST. 
469-5588 

(CAFE LEVA 1105-86 AVE. 479-5382 

CAFE BRITT 1-20 MCLEOD AVE, SPRUCE GROVE 962-2511 
THE CARROT ARTS COFFEEHOUSE 935)-118 AVE. 
471-1580 

CASTLEDOWNS PUB 16753-100 ST. 457-7111 
CASTLEROCK PUB #570 ST. ALBERT RD. 458-8766 
CASINO EDMONTON 7055 ARGYLL RO. 463-9467 





| Blue Jay. 


| Soleo, and Ricca. 


| RAPTORS BLACK D06. 


ROCK THE GLOBE WEEKENDS GLOBE TAP BAR & GRILL 


SATURDAY 


ALTERNATIVE 

DARREK ANDERSON AND THE GUARANTEED VELVET 
UNDERGROUND w/ Mark Feduk. 

DIMEBAG TRIBUTE SHOW RENDEZVOUS w/ Within the 
Ashes, Fear of City, Skepis, 

HIP HOP XMAS THE STUDIO & MEAD HALL w/ Hatchet Co., 
6 Ninjahs, Vendetta, Boombox Disciples, Tap, Dokta Kron, 


OH SNAP! JUST GOT STOMPED STARLITEROOM Degree, | 
Funktrader, Nik 7, 0! Fuuze, The Protege, Agent Orange, 
Kevin Partridge, Cobra Commander, Soulus, and All Out DJs. 


BLUES & ROOTS 
BERNARDS’ BLUES BACKDRAUGHT, 

BLUES FOR CHRISTMAS QUEEN ALEXANDRA HALL w/ Big 
Hank Lionheart, Fistful of Blues. 

FOLK FOR FOODBANK WUNDERBAR. 

THE RUM BROTHERS CASINO YELLOWHEAD. 
SLEEPERS BLUES ON WHYTE. 
SLOWBURN BLUE CHAIR CAFE. 





ANNA BEAUMONT FOUR ROOMS. 

DENZAL SINCLAIRE AND THE B3 KINGS YARDBIRD 
SUITE. 

MICHAEL RAULT HULBERT'S. 


POP & ROCK 

ALLAN-LEE AND THE BLUES BUSTERS SNEAKY PETE’. 
CATSASS CASINO EDMONTON, 

CLASSIC HAVOC JAR BAR. 

MISTER LUCKY OVERORIVE 

SKULLY & THE HYPOCRITES EDDIE SHORTS w/ The Swill 
City Locals. 


DJS/ DANCE CLUBS 

ALWAYS LIKE NEW YEAR'S EVE THE ROOST DI Jazzy 
upstairs, DJ Dan downstairs. 

ATHLETES’ NIGHT RATT w/ DJ Kriegs. 

BODY & SOUL SATURDAYS BACKROOM VODKA BAR Remo 
De Janeiro, Waylon Sherrington, & weekly guests. 

DJ CLAY STONEHOUSE PUB. | 
DJ JOHNNY SKY DANTE'S BISTRO. 

DJ NIC-E SUEDE LOUNGE. 

FOR THOSE WHO KNOW HALO House w/ Junior Brown, 
Luke Morrison, and Nestor Delano, 

OH SNAP! THE TEMPLE Degree & All Out Dis. Every | 
Saturday, 

PLANET INDIGO SUGGESTIVE SATURDAYS LEVEL 2 
LOUNGE Breaks, electro, house, spun by PI residents, 
ROCK ‘N’ ROLL HEAVEN 'N’ HELL NEW CITY LIKWID 
LOUNGE w/ Nazz Nomad & Beard af Bees. 

ROCK THE GLOBE WEEKENDS GLOBE TAP BAR & GRILL 
SATURDAYS SUCK NEW CITY SUBURBS w/ Greg Gory & 


SUGGESTIVE SATURDAYS LEVEL 2 LOUNGE. 
URBAN DANCE PARTY IRON HORSE w/ DJ 420. 


SUNDAY 


ALTERNATIVE 
WEDNESDAY NIGHT HEROES NEW CITY SUBURBS w/ 
Raygun Cowboys, The Intensives, The Franklins, High Jinks. 


BLUES & ROOTS 


SLOWBURN O'BYRNE'S. 


JAZZ 
JIM FINDLAY TRIO BLUE CHAIR CAFE. 


POP & ROCK 
SOULIAH FYAH ON THEROCKS Every Sunday. 


DJS/DANCE CLUBS 

DJ RUDY ELECTRO BUDDY'S House, progressive trip-hop. 
FLASHBACK SUNDAYS THE ROOST w/ hostesses Miss 
Bianca, Vanity Fair guests. 

HOUSE ARREST STOLL w/ Johnny Dangerous, Andy 
Inertia, and guests. 


CASINO YELLOWHEAD 12464-153 ST. 424-9467 
CENTURY CASINO 13103 FORT RD. 643-4000 
CHIMMY"S 8304-144 AVE, 478-1770 
CHRISTOPHER'S PARTY PUB 2071 MILLBOURNE RD. 
462-6565 

CLIFF'S PUB & PANTRY 8214-175 ST. 487-8887 
CROWN & ANCHOR PUB 15277 CASTLEDOWNS RD. 
472-7696 

CROWN PUB 10709-109 ST. 428-5618 
DOYLE'S PUB 2619-151 AVE. 473-1961 

THE DRUID 11605 JASPER AVE. 454-9928 
DUSTERS PUB 6402-118 AVE. 474-5554 

ECCO PUB 9605-66 AVE. 435-5050 

EDDIE SHORTS 10713-124 ST, 453-3663 

ELEMENT LOUNGE 10807-106 AVE, 420-1530 
FESTIVAL PLACE 100 FESTIVAL WAY, SHERWOOD PARK 
464-2852 

FIDDLER’S ROOST 8906-99 ST, 439-9788 

FILTHY MCNASTYS ZND FL, IOSI-82AVE. 432-5224 
FORT GAMING LOUNGE & SPORTS BAR 13403 FORT 
RD. 406-2916 

FOUR ROOMS 137 CITY CENTREEAST, 426-4767 

FOX PUB 0125-109 ST. 990-0660 

FRESH START CAFE 484 RIVERBEND SQUARE, 433-9623 
FUNKY BUDDHA 10341-82 AVE. 433-9676 
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| DJS/DANCE CLUBS 


| TUESDAY 


COMING 


DEC T3—NATALIEMCMASTER Arden Theatre | 
DEC 13 — SHAPESHIFTERS The Bank Ultralounge 

DEC 15 —_BROKEN SOCIAL SCENE PRESENTS: KEVIN 
DREW Edmonton Event Centre 

DEC 17-18 — MICHAEL OLSON, MICHAEL W. SMITH 
Winspear Centre 

DEC 20 —JINGLE BELL ROCK W/ RISE AGAINST, 
PENNYWISE, THE RIVERBOAT GAMBLERS Shaw 
Conference Centre 

DEC 20 — SOCIAL CODE Century Casino 

DEC21-22 —AL SIMMONS Winspear Centre 

DEC 27 —GHOSTS OF MODERN MAN, PASSENGER 
ACTION New City Suburbs 

DEC 31 — DIGITALISM Starlite Room 

JAN7—BLUE RODEO, LUKE DOUCET Jubilee 
Auditorium 

JAN 14 — BIG & RICH, TERRI CLARK, EMERSON DRIVE 
Rexall Place 

JANT7—GEORGE CARLIN Jubilee Auditorium 

JAN T7 MICHAEL BUBLE Rexall Place 

JAN 18 — NECRO Starlite Room 

JAN 19 — BACKYARDIGANS Jubilee Auditorium 

JAN 25 —MERCYME Shaw Conference Centre 

JAN 27—THIRD DAY Shaw Conference Centre 

JAN 27 — WILLIAM JOSEPH Winspear Centre 

JAN 30-31 — SILVERSTEIN, ILL SCARLETT, PROTEST 
THE HERO, THE DEVIL WEARS PRADA Starlite Room 
JAN 30 — THREE DAYS GRACE, SEETHER, ECONOLINE 
CRUSH Shaw Conference Centre 

FEB 3 —LEMYSTERE DES VOIX BULGARES McDougall 
United Church 

FEB 5 — COLLECTIVE SOUL Edmonton Event Centre 
FEB 9 — HAYDEN McDougall United Church 

FEB 10 — SONATA ARCTICA Starlite Room 

FEB 14 — JOHN MELLENCAMP, TOM COCHRANE, RED 
RIDER Enmax Centrium 

FEB 14 — RUTHIE FOSTER Winspear Centre 

FEB 15 — WINTERSLEEP Starlite Room 

FEB 15 — XAVIER RUDD Winspear Centre 


MONDAY 


BLUES & ROOTS 
HEAVENLY BLUES BAND BLUES ON WHYTE 


DJRUDY ELECTRO BUDDY'S. 
MUNCH ON METAL MONDAYS NEW CITY LIKWID LOUNGE. 





ALTERNATIVE 
SHAKEDOWN VELVET UNDERGROUND w/ Di Generic. Every 
Tuesday. 


| BLUES & ROOTS 


| HEAVENLY BLUES BAND BLUES ON WHYTE. 


DJS/DANCE CLUBS 

DJ ARROWCHASER BUDDY'S. 

DJHOT PHILLY REDSTAR, 

COOL LATIN TUESDAYS FUNKY BUDDHA Dance lessons. 
INTHE KRAUT NEW CITY LIKWID LOUNGE w/ Dr, Eick 
ROCKSTAR TUESDAYS SUITE 69 Sould Out Dis. 


WEDNESDAY 
ALTERNATIVE 


PANIC WITH THE J-BOTS VELVET UNDERGROUND Every 
Wednesday. 

RED RAM URBAN LOUNGE w/ Misses Missile and 
Smoothride. 


BLUES & ROOTS 
HEAVENLY BLUES BAND BLUES ON WHYTE 


DJS/DANCE CLUBS 
ROBOBOT DJ 3000 NEW CITY LIKWID LOUNGE. 


GAS PUMP 10160-114 ST. 488-4843 

H20 SPORTS BAR & LOUNGE 10044-82 AVE. 433-5794 
HALO 10538 JASPER AVE. 423-4256 

HAWKEYES TOO 10044-102 ST. 421-9898 

HILLTOP PUB 8220-106 AVE. 490-7359 

HOOLIGANZ PUB 10704-1264 ST. 452-1168 

HULBERT'S 7601-115 ST. 436-1161 

IVORY CLUB & EBONY LOUNGE 2940 CALGARY TR. 
SOUTH, 465-6800 

JEFFREYS CAFE & WINE BAR 9640-1425T. 451-8890 
JEKYLL & HYDE PUB 10610-100 AVE. 426-538) 

JET NIGHTCLUB & SPORTS LOUNGE 9271-34 AVE. 
466-6552 

J,R. GRILL & BAR 3901-106 ST. 436-4403 

JUGS PUB 7450-82 AVE. 465-4046 

JULIAN’S PIANO BAR CHATEAU LOUIS, 11727 KINGSWAY 
AVE, 452-7770 

KEEP IT SIMPLE (KIS) CLUB 11720-82 ST. 471-4705 
KNIGHTS PUB SOUTH 1919-105 ST. 461-0587 

LB'S PUB 23 AKINS DR, ST. ALBERT, 460-9100 

‘THE LOCKER ROOM 10209-100 AVE. 421-8892 
MCDOUGALL UNITED CHURCH 1025-10) ST. 428-1818 
MEGATUNES 10355-82 AVE. 434-6342 

METRO BILLIARDS 10250-106 ST. 990-0704 

MOJO'S PLACE 10715-88 AVE., FORT SASK, 992-0505 


| Rezidnt Funk, Steve Velocity, Fusion. 


| nllor S17at TIX. 


| Plugs. All styles welcome, BY.0 instrument, drums & PA 


| EDDIESHORTS 9 pm. Hosted by Rob Taylor, instruments 


WILD CHERRY WEDNESDAYS STOLLI'S w/ Tripswitch, 


CONCERTS 


ADOWNTOWN COUNTRY CHRISTMAS DEC 19, 12:10-1 

PM. MCDOUGALL UNITED CHURCH w/ Pergolesi Brass Bright. 
Part of McDougall's free Christmas Noon Concert Series. 
Info: 428-1818. 

BLUES FOR CHRISTMAS DEC 15, QUEEN ALEXANDRA HALL 
Featuring Big Hank Lionheart and Fistful of Blues. Presented 
by Edmonton Blues Society, Tickets $14 non-members, $7 
members, at the door. 

COLUMBIAN CHOIRS CELEBRATION OF CHRISTMAS =| 
DEC 13, 7PM. WINSPEAR CENTRE Selections of holiday favou- 
rites, both sacred and secular. Sponsored by the Knights of 
Columbus. Tickets at the door. Info: Beth, 430-6806, | 
CONCORDIA CHOIRS “O NIGHT DIVINE” DEC 15, 7:30 
PM. ROBERT TEGLER STUDENT CENTRE Featuring Jubiloso! 
Bells of Concordia, the Concordia Chamber Ensemble, and 
the Community Chorus. Tickets $10, $8 students, at TIX or 
at thedoor. 

FROM WEDDING BELLS TO SLEIGHBELLS DEC 17, 7:30 
PM. MUTTART HALL Featuring selections by Schumann, 
Tchaikovsky, and Ukrainian carols. Tickets $20, student/se- 


A JAZZY CHRISTMAS DEC 14, 7:30 PM. FESTIVAL PLACE 
Featuring the River City Big Band and PJ. Perry. Tickets at 
the Festival Place box office, 449-3378. 

NATALIE MCMASTER DEC 13, 7:30 PM. ARDEN THEATRE 
Tickets $45 at the Arden box office, 459-1542, 
OPUS 28 DEC 27, 7PM. MUTTART HALL Presented by the 
Anne Burrows Music Foundation, showcasing the talents 
of emerging classical musicians. Tickets $20 at TIX or at 
the door. 

APRO CORO CHRISTMAS DEC 16, 2PM. WINSPEAR CENTRE 
Familiar carols, seasonal musical gems, and sacred hymns. 
Tickets from $66 at the Winspear box office, 428-1414, 


OPEN STAGE 


THURSDAY 

BACKDRAUGHT PUB 9 pm. everyone welcome. 
DUSTERS PUB Hosted by The Mary Thomas Band, 
EDDIE SHORTS 9 pm. 

4.R. GRILL & BAR 9 pm-1 am. Hosted by The Shameless 


provided. 

NAKED CYBER CAFE & ESPRESSO BAR 8 pm. Bring your 
own instruments, poetry, etc. 

NORTH GLENORA COMMUNITY LEAGUE 7 pm. Jam 
hosted by the Wild Rose Old Tyme Fiddlers Association. Info: | 
Ray, 457-9417. 


SATURDAY 

BLUES ON WHYTE 4-8:30 pm. Aftemoon jam. 

THE CARROT ARTS COFFEEHOUSE 7-10 pm. Music and 
poetry open mic. | 
CASTLE ROCK Carmen Open Jam, all day and night. | 
MORANGO’S TEK CAFE 7-10 pm. Hosted by Tommy. Info: 
www.morangostekcafes.com. 

STRATHEARN PUB 2ND SAT EVERY MONTH 5-9 pm. Hosted 
by The Royal Tease, followed by karaoke. 


SUNDAY 

CROWN & ANCHOR PUB 3pm. Open jam & auditions to 
play at C&R. 

DUSTERS PUB Hosted by The Mary Thomas Band. 





and gear provided. 

HOOLIGANZ PUB Afternoon jam hosted by Rock ‘n Roll 
Kenny. 

HULBERT'S 7-10 pm. Hosted by Rhea March. Info: www. 
hulberts.ca. 

NEWCASTLE PUB & GRILL 3-6 pm. Hosted by Willie James 
&Crawdad. 

O'BYRNE’S IRISH PUB 9 pm. Hosted by Joe Bird. 
TEDDY'S LOUNGE & EATERY 9:30 pm. 

THE OVERDRIVE 1:30-5 pm. “Anything Goes” afteroon 


MONA LISA PUB 9606-116 AVE. 477-7752 

MORANGO'S TEK CAFE 10116-79 ST. 450-9906 ~ 
MURRIETA’S 10612-82 AVE. 438-4100 ; 
MUTTART HALL ALBERTA COLLEGE, 10050 MACDONALD 
DR. 497-5040 

NAKED CYBER CAFE & ESPRESSO BAR 10354 JASPER 
AVE. 425-9730 

NEWCASTLE PUB & GRILL 6108-90 AVE. 490-1999 
NEW CITY 10081 JASPER AVE. 429-CLUB 

NIKITA’S 10162-1004 ST. 414-0606 





O'BYRNES IRISH PUB 10616-82 AVE. 414-6766 

ON THE ROCKS 1/740 JASPER AVE. 482-4767 

THE OVERDRIVE 6104-104 ST. 439-9485 

THE PAWN SHOP 2ND FL, 0551-82 AVE. 432-0814 
PEPPERS 320 WESTMOUNT CENTRE, 113 AVE. & 135 ST, 
451-8022 

PLEASANTVIEW HALL 10860-57 AVE. 434-2870 
QUEEN ALEXANDRA HALL 10425 UNIVERSITY AVE. 
439-9046 

RAMADA SOUTH 5359 CALGARY TRAIL 434-343] 
RATT 7THFL,, SUB, UOFACAMPUS 492-2153 
RENDEZVOUS 1008-149 ST. 444-1822 

ROBERT TEGLER STUDENT CENTRE 7128 ADA BLVD, 


acoustic jam hosted by The Shufflehound. 


MONDAY 

B'S PUB 9pm-1230 am. Hosted by Shaved Posse: Ken, 
Fred, Gordie & Matt. 

PLEASANTVIEW HALL 7pm, Acoustic idle jam hosted 
by Wild Rose td Tyme Fiddlers Socet. Info: Wily, 44-5270 
THEIVORY CLUB pm. Hosted by Marty Vinko, 


TUESDAY 

THE DRUID 9 pm. Hosted by Chris Wynters. 

THE TAPHOUSE 8:30 pm-] am. Moosehead Jam, hosted by 
Mark Ammar, Dale Collins, and Noel Mackenzie, 


WEDNESDAY 

CAFE BRITT 7-9 pm. Hosted by Paul LePage. 

CASTLE ROCK Acoustic night. 

EDDIE SHORTS Open jam, all gear provided. 
HOOLIGANZ PUB 7:30 pm. Hosted by Rock 'n Roll Kenny. 
LITTLE FLOWER OPEN STAGE 8 pm. Hosted by Brian 
Gregg. Info: www.littleflower.ca. or 429-3624, 

THE NEW TAPHOUSE 9 pm. Hosted by Danny Floyd. 
PLEASANTVIEW HALL 7:30 pm. Bluegrass jam hosted by 
Northern Bluegrass Circle Music Society. Info: 434-5997, 
STEEPS TEA LOUNGE Acoustic open mic every Wed, last 
Wed every month Spoken Word open mic. Email Jessie at 
jLjalbert@gmail.com by Mondays to book a spot that week 


KARAOKE 


B-STREET BAR Wed-Sun w/ Brad Scott. 

BLIND PIG Wed & Friw/ Shelley. 

BUD’S LOUNGE Fri & Sat, 9 pm-1:30 am w/ Mr. Entertain- 
ment. 

CASTLEDOWN’S PUB Tue, 9 pm-] am w/ Off-Key 
Entertainment. 

CHIMMY’S Thu, Fri, Sat 9:30 pm-1:30 am w/ Jimmy. 
CHRISTOPHER'S PUB Tue, Karaoke Contest until FEB 26, 
$500 first place. Info: Lisa or Kelly, 462-6565, 

CROWN & ANCHOR PUB Thu, 10:30 pm. 

CLIFF’S PUB & PANTRY Sat & Sun w/ Krista, Liquid 
Entertainment. 

DOYELE’S PUB Fri, 10 pm-2 am w/ Cathy. Sat, 10 pm-2am 
w/ Ewan. 

THE DRUID Wed, 9 pm w/ Mr. Entertainment. 
DUSTER'S PUB Sat. 

ECCO PUB Mon, 9 pm w/ Sonia/Prosound Productions. 
ELEMENT LOUNGE Wed, 9pm. 

FORT GAMING LOUNGE & SPORTS BAR Fri, 9 pm-]am 
w/ Angel How, 

FOX PUB Tue, 9 pm. 

FUNKY BUDDHA Sun, 9:30 pm w/ Mr. Entertainment. 
GAS PUMP Tue, 9:30-1:30 am w/ Gord's Live Jukebox. 
H20 SPORTS BAR & LOUNGE Tue, Thu, Sat & Sun. 
HAWKEYES TOO Fri, 8 pm w/ Hot Karaoke Productions. 
HILLTOP PUB Wed, 9:30 pm, 

HOOLIGANZ PUB Thu & Friw/ Krista, Liquid Entertain- 
ment. 

JUGS PUB Sat, 9 pm. 

KEEP IT SIMPLE (KIS) CLUB Tue & Sun, 6-10 pm. Except 
2nd Tue of the month. 

KNIGHTS PUB SOUTH Sat, 10-2 am w/ Gord's Live Jukeax. 
L.B.’S PUB Tue, 9:30 pm-1:30 am w/ The Karaokenuts. 
THE LOCKER ROOM PUB Mon, 9 pm-1 am w/ Norm. 
METRO BILLIARDS Tue, 10 pm - 2am. w/ Lounge Lizard 
Entertainment. 

MOJO’S Fri, 9:30 pm. w/Sonia/Prosound Productions. 
MONA LISA PUB Thu-Sat, 9:30 pm-2 am. Sat, w/ Cathy. 
NIKITA’S Tue & Thu, 7 pm-midnight w/ Shelley. 

ON THE ROCKS Mon, 9:30 pm. Drink the Bar Dry Karaoke 
w/ Scott Parsons, Mr. Entertainment. 

OVERDRIVE NEIGHBOURHOOD PUB & GRILL Sat, 9 pm 
w/ Jennie Joy. 

PEPPERS Thu, 9:30 pm-1:30 am w/ Gord, Stone Rock 
Entertainment. 

RAMADA SOUTH Thu, 8 pm Colin & Ed Music Trivia. Sun, 8 
pm-midnight w/ Colin & Ed, Almost Famous. 

RATT Tues, 9 pm. Colin & Ed Music Trivia, Wed, 8 pm w/ 
Colin, Almost Famous. 

ROSARIO’S PUB & KARAOKE CENTRAL Daily, 9 pm. 
ROSIE'S BAR & GRILL Thu-Sat, 9:30 pm-1:30 am. 


CONCORDIA CAMPUS 479-8481 

ROSARIO'S PUB & KARAOKE CENTRAL II7I5-108 AVE. 
447-4777 

ROSE & CROWN PUB 10235-101.T. 426-7827 
ROSIE'S BAR & GRILL 10475-80 AVE. 439-7211 
SNEAKY PETE'S 12315-118 AVE. 451-770 
STARLITE ROOM 10030-1025. 428-1099 

STEPS TEA LOUNGE COLLEGE PLAZA, III6-82 AVE. 
988-2386 
STRATHEARN STEAK & PIZZA LOUNGE 9514-67 ST 
465-5478 

THE STUDIO & MEAD HALL 10940-16457. 

THE TAPHOUSE 9020 MCKENNEY AVE, ST, ALBERT, 
458-0860 
TEDDY'S PALACE I361/ASPER AVE, 488-0986 
TOUCH OF CLASS GAMING ROOM CHATEAL/LOULS, 11727 
KINGSWAY AVE. 452-770 

URBAN LOUNGE 10544 WHYTEAVE. 437-7699 
VELVET UNDERGROUND 10030-102'. 428-7827 
WHISTLESTOP LOUNGE 12416-132 AVE. 451-5506 
WINDSOR BAR AND GRILL 172-87AVE. 433-7800 





YARDBIRD SUITE 10203-86 AVE. «20 
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REVIEW ‘REPLICANTS! - BY SCOTT LINGLEY | 821 words 


66 REFURBISHING BLADE RUNNER 


FOR THE 21ST CENTURY nasn’T REPAIRED ALL OF ITS FLAWS. 


GETTING RID OF THE VOICEOVER IS A GREAT IMPROVEMENT, BUT ITS 
_ ABSENCE POINTS OUT THE FLATNESS AND GOOFINESS OF THE REST OF THE DIALOGUE. 


Harrison Battles the Pink Robots 


RIDLEY SCOTT UNVEILS THE FINAL, 
ULTIMATE, THIS-TIME-FOR-REAL 
DIRECTOR'S CUT OF HIS SCI-FICLASSIC 
BLADE RUNNER 





BLADE RUNNER: THE FINAL CUT 

Directed by Ridley Scott. Starring Harrison Ford, Sean Young, Rutger Haver, 
Daryl Hannah, Now playing. 

kak 





Ridley Scott's Blade Runner receives its 25th 
anniversary return to the big screen in what's 
being touted as the “final cut,” perhaps to dis- 
tinguish it from the “director's cut” that was 
hustled out on home video for the film's 10th 
anniversary. If you're willing to shell out for a 
deluxe five-DVD set, you'll find out that there’s 
yet another edit that very few people have 
seen—an early “workprint” version that con- 
fused test audiences enough to prompt Warner 
Brothers to insist on all the changes to Scott's 
vision which he tried to undo in subsequent an- 
niversary versions. 

Whether you trust the studio's creative judg- 
ment or not, the version that came out in 1982 
established Blade Runner as a modern sci-fi 
classic and might have given Harrison Ford his 
first real acting challenge after he'd already es- 
tablished his movie hero charisma in the first 
two Star Wars movies and Raiders of the Lost 
Ark, The Final Cut dispenses with some of 
the studio-mandated tweaks—most notably an 
excessively explanatory voiceover and an un- 
warranted upbeat ending—while adding a few 
scenes, extending a few others, and giving the 
special effects a 21st-century shine-job. 

Ford stars as Rick Deckard, the titular “blade 
runner” whose job it is to chase rogue clones 
(called “replicants”) in the ever-nearing fu- 
ture of 2019. Four state-of-the-art replicants 


have escaped their indentured servitude on a 
spacecraft, killed the crew and headed back to 
Earth, where they hope to prolong their tragi- 
cally brief, factory-installed lifespans. Deckard 
is hauled out of retirement to hunt down these 
super-clones but in the process becomes emo- 
tionally involved with Rachel (Sean Young) 
the replicant secretary of Dr. Tyrell, the power- 
ful scientist-CEO who created them 

My own reaction to Blade Runner—in any 
version—is indelibly imprinted with my ini- 
tial experience as a 12-year-old unaccountably 
watching it on a big screen without the accom- 
paniment of an adult guardian. Now, as then 
I'm pulled into the immersive, claustrophobic 
world Scott created with production designer 
Syd Mead and visual effects supervisor Doug 
las Trumbull from the opening shot: a vista of 
future Los Angeles shrouded in angry red smog 
and periodically obscured by balls of fire from 
rooftop flares around which hover-cars circle 
and float. This shot, accompanied by Vangelis’ 


Built Ford Tough | Harrison Ford returns to LA. in Blade Runner: The Final Cut. PHOTO SUPPLIED 


slightly flatulent synths-and-sax score, sets the 
tone for a movie perpetually cloaked in muggy 
darkness, streaked with neon and slicked with 
rain, and establishes L.A. as a backdrop as dis 
tinctive and forbidding as the celebrated sets 
conceived by H.R. Giger for Scott's Alien. 

As a 12-year-old I failed to recognize Scott's 
obvious nods to film noir, but there was no 
missing Blade Runner's troubling undercur- 
rent of angst. Deckard's backstory was left on 
the cutting-room floor, but it’s plain he lives an 
isolated existence cluttered with regret, and as 
his feelings deepen for Rachel, so do his qualms 
about hunting down and killing similarly sen- 





tient, albeit engineered, souls. The escaped 
replicants are styled as gruesome (albeit sexy) 
punk-rock outcasts, but Scott makes their des- 
perate bid for survival and their reliance on 
one another strangely affecting, The violence 
in the film is calculated to be protracted, brutal, 
and horrifying, and seems no less so now than 


when I was 12 





Ford is surprisingly good in tt 


1¢ lead, pushed 
past his usual repertoire of smirks and gri 
maces to a brooding, wounded introspection 
when he's not showing outright agony and fear. 
Just about everyone else in the movie matches 
him, starting with Rutger Hauer as Roy Batty, 
leader of the replicants. His crazed, unblinking 
gaze and rueful grin perfectly impart a sense 
of the godlike powers and childlike emotional 
innocence united in him. Sean Young is simul- 
taneously robotic and vulnerable as Rachel, 
practically drowning in her retro-glamourous 
hairstyle, red lipstick, and shoulder pads. A sol 
id supporting cast of character actors includ- 
ing M. Emmet Walsh, William Sanderson, Joe 
Turkel, and Brion James are reliably good and 
to this day, I’m still frightened by Daryl Han- 
nah as the lithe, gymnastic berserker Pris. 
Refurbishing Blade Runner for the 21st cen- 
tury hasn't repaired all of its flaws. Getting rid 
of the voiceover is a great improvement, but 
its absence points out the flatness and goofi- 


Blade Runner cont'd pg 32 








DVD DICTATOR = TH 





ONCE 








BLADE RUNNER: ULTIMATE COLLECTOR'S EDITION 
You'll definitely want to catch Ridley Scott's “final cut” of his landmark 1982 sci-fi adventure 
on the big screen (see our review above), but you'll want to revisit it at home on this five-disc 
bordering-on-overkill DVD edition, which contains everything except its own Voight-Kampff 
Empathy Test machine. 


THE SIMPSONS MOVIE 
“| want 10,000 tough guys, and | want 10,000 soft guys to make the tough guys look tougher. | 
And | want them arranged in the following order: tough, soft, tough, tough, soft, tough, soft, | 
soft...” Ah, Albert Brooks: what would this funny but somewhat-disappointing movie have | 
done without you? 


Sweeney Todd has yet to arrive in theatres, but even though the Dictator is a diehard Sond- 
heim fan, he has a hard time imagining that it will dislodge this no-budget Irish miracle from 
its perch as the year's finest musical. And if Glen Hansard doesn’t win an Oscar for Best Song, 


there'll be hell to pay. 


MR. WARMTH: THE DON RICKLES PROJECT 
John Landis directs this affectionate tribute to the octogenarian insult comic, whose caustic 
style blazed a trail followed by everyone from Richard Pryor to Sarah Silverman. A diverse 
group of fans—Chris Rock, Sidney Poitier, Martin Scorsese, Clint Eastwood—reward Rickles’ 


abuse with accolades. 
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Blade Runner from pg 31 


flatness and goofiness of the rest of 
the dialogue. For all its visual and 
tonal coherence, aspects of Blade 
Runner's narrative and the world 
it's set in feel underexplained. Then 
there's Scott's penchant for gratu- 
itous, heavy-handed symbolism like 
the unicorn that stampedes through 
one of Deckard's reveries. (The 
director's proclivity for artless sty- 
listic flourishes would come to frui- 
tion some years later in the in vapid, 


overblown, multiple Oscar-winning 
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Margot At The Wedding 


Nightly @ 7:10 pm & 9:00 pm 
Saturday & Sunday 
Matinees @ 2:00 pm 


Rated 14A coarse language 
No 7:10 pm show Thursday, Dec 20. 


MOST FABULOUS CON: 
WTHE HISTORY OF GAM 


Play Vinyl Hunter, name the 
MYSTERY MUSICAL ARTIST & WIN! 


Gladiator.) 

I'm actually glad. not all of the 
warts have been expunged from 
this new, improved version of Blade 
As 
ingly tout technical skill over story 
telling and characterization, Blade 


Runner. Scott’s films increas- 


Runner's inadvertent awkwardness 
at least suggests a sincere interest in 
the state—and destiny—of the human 
soul. Do yourself a favour and take 
advantage of this rare opportunity to 
see it on the big screen 


The Darjeeling Limited 


Nightly @ 7:00 pm 
Saturday & Sunday 
Matinees @ 1:00 pm 


Rated 14A 


Before The Devil 
Knows Your Dead 


Nightly @ 9:05 pm 
Sunday Matinees ONLY 
@ 3:10pm 


Rated 18A 


Visit us online @ magiclantemtheatres.ca 
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infiation Is O 


CAN A PAIR OF CLASSIC KIDDIE 
FLICKS FROM THE 'S0S STILL 
FIND AN AUDIENCE? WHAT IF 
THEY'RE FRENCH? 





THE RED BALLOON/WHITE MANE 

Directed by Albert Lamorisse, Dec 15-16, 18. Metro Cinema 
(Zeidler Hall, Citadel Theatre). 

tek kt 





One day, when I was in elementary 
school, my teacher showed our class 
a movie, a National Film Board film- 
strip (probably), about a child's toy 
canoe that gets lost in the St. Law- 
(I think), 
dwarfed by the hulking, industrial- 


rence Seaway where it's 


sized cargo ships coming and going 





$? BY MATTHEW HALLIDAY | 609 words 


This One’ S for fie Kids 





eatres. PHOTO SUPPLIED 


hazy, impressionistic memories of 
Albert Lamorisse’s classic children's 
films, which are being currently be- 
ing trotted out again in new prints 
for the North American arthouse 
circuit 

His best-known film, The Red Bal- 
loon, is a waking dream of a film that 
seems like something you've seen 
once before, long ago, even if you 
haven't. It follows a Parisian boy who 
finds a big red balloon tied to a lamp- 
post one day on his way to school 
The balloon befriends him and fol- 
lows him around the city until their 
friendship reaches its predictable 
end—it's only a balloon, after all. But 
that’s not quite the end of things, as 





Balloon and every bit as beautiful 
with its panoramic landscapes of : 
southern France, the marshy bogs 
through which herds of wild horses 
gallop, and especially, a lengthy bat 
tle between White Mane and a rival 
horse (stunningly photographed 
but surely not Humane Society-ap- 
proved). The slow pace and dulled 
rhythms, though, are from another 





time and another culture, and I don't 
know if Canadian kids in 2007 will | 
enjoy a film that was intended for 
French kids in 1952. White Mane 
lacks any kind of musical cues or | 
ambient sound to clue the viewer in | 
on how they're supposed to be feel-_ 
ing—an interesting move, but kids | 


THE RED BALLOONS A PERFECT KIDS' FILM, ONE THAT ANY CHILD 
WHO'S EVER FELT SHACKLED BY THE OPPRESSIVE DULLNESS 
OF THE GROWN-UP WORLD (SCHOOL, MOST NOTABLY) WILL RELATE TO. 





all around it. Inside the canoe was a 
little Indian figure, helplessly frozen 
in wood, staring into the grey, cold 
waters, threatened on all sides by 
the massive hulls of the cargo ships 
crowding around him. I don't know 
called, what 


it was actually about (beyond that 


what that movie was 


vague description), where it came 





from, or even how old I was when | 
saw it—but | certainly remember it, 
albeit more as a vague impression, a 
memory of a memory, than as a film. 
Twenty-some years later, I can still 
recall rooting for that little canoe 
and that little man inside, bobbing 
helplessly along. 

I’m sure a lot of French people who 
grew up in the '50s have similarly 


Lamorisse has a wonderful, colour- 
ful coda that ups the whimsical ante 
in time to resolve what seems like a 
downbeat finish. Cute without being 
cloying, clever without being pre- 
cious, The Red Balloon is a perfect 
kids’ film, one that any child who's 
ever felt shackled by the oppres- 
sive dullness of the grown-up world 
(school, most notably) will relate to— 
and for grownups, it's also a curious 
look at a postwar Paris of concrete 
and brick, far from the romantic vi- 
sion we have of the city today. 

Less successful with modern au- 
diences, I’m afraid, will be White 
Mane, about a boy and the wild 
horse he befriends. The movie is 
actually almost as good as The Red 
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who've had their senses numbed by | 
the sensory overload of Hollywood 

children’s films will probably just be — 
bored and/or confused. 

Which is unfortunate. Today, 4 — 
kid’s movie is unlikely to be a subtly : 
invovling, memorable experience— 
it's more likely to feature some crap- 
py song by Smash Mouth and Eddie 
Murphy playing a braying jackass 
(God, I hate the Shrek movies.) 

But anyone who wants to set 
how a filmmaker can take nothing 
more than a balloon tied to a string 
and use it to conjure a world just as 
magical and involving as anything 
the tech-wizards in Hollywood can 
come up with would do well to check 
out these films. 








SECURITY SOLUTIONS 


rae APXALARM 





GOOD IDEA. 


Not all summer sales programs are created 
equal. Granted, they sell pretty much the 
same equipment, but only one can be the 
best. If you are planning to have a 
successfull summer...then it’s a good 
idea to check the stats! You don’t want 
to trust your financial future to a 
company who can only “CLAIM” to have the 
best program in the industry. Check the 
numbers and choose for yourself. 








APXALARM Information meeting 
For more information, January 7th @ 7pm 
contact a manager at: FOOD rs PRIZES 

780-434-8392 10007 80th Ave 
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FROM THE GUY WHO BROUGHT YOU 
KNOCKED UPanb SUPERBAD 


Life made hien toogb. 
Love made hitn stro 
Masic made him hs 


JOHN C. REILLY. 


THE DEWEY COX STORY 


: PR ale SS se 
Come by SEE Magazine (#200 10275 Jasper Ave.), Friday Dec. 14th between 3:00 and 3:30 
to receive your pass. Bring a donation to the Food Bank. A limited number of passes are 
availiable, SEE Magazine reserves the right to restrict prizes. You may not receive a pass if 
you have won in the last 30 days. Subject to Classification. 
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Shooting Fish in a Barrel A surreal image from Nikolaus Geyrhalter’s Qur Daily Bread PHOTO SUPPLIED 


» BY PAUL MATWYCHUK | 648 words 





Factory Showroom 


OUR DAILY BREADSHOWS, 
OFTEN IN GRISLY DETAIL, HOW 
THAT STEAK AND THOSE EGGS 
ARRIVED ON YOUR DINNER 
PLATE 





OUR DAILY BREAD 

Directed by Nikolaus Geyrhalter. Dec 14, 16-17, 19. Metro 
Gnema (Zeidler Hall, The Citadel). 

tok toe 





1 think I may have gotten the wrong 
message from Our Daily Bread. But 
I guess you risk the audience mis- 
interpreting you when you make a 
documentary that contains no in- 
terviews, no voiceover narration, no 
music, and no indication as to where 
any of the footage was shot—noth- 
ing, in fact, but images showing 
the full spectrum of the modern 
industrial food industry (or at least 
how that industry looked in Europe 
between 2003 and 2005, when the 
film was made). 

I can easily see the film being a big 
hit with vegetarian/vegan organiza- 
tions and groups promoting organic 
farming: director Nikolaus Geyrhal- 
ter succeeds in making food factories 
look like the eeriest, most unnatural 
places on earth—no place that em- 
ploys people to run a gigantic stain- 
less-steel pig-bisecting machine, and 
then employs another person whose 
sole job it is to take a knife and sepa- 
rate that last little bit of snout that 
the machine always misses, is a 
place | want to think about when I 
eat a pulled pork sandwich. 

The film ends with a sequence 
showing a guy in a slaughterhouse 
at the end of the day hosing down 
every surface with some kind of 
concentrated soap—but the memory 
of this one cow desperately writh- 
ing in this restraining metal cylinder 


before a worker knocks it out with a 
zap to its skull is not washed away 
so easily. 

And yet.,. I also came away from 
this film dazzled by the ingenuity 
and the ruthless efficiency of some 
of the technology on display. Some 
of it is delightful—like the machine 
that drives around an orchard, grab- 
bing each trunk and then furiously 
shaking the tree until all the fruit 
comes loose. Some of it is surreal in 
the way it mechanizes organic pro- 
cesses—like the moving cages with 
the metal gratings for floors where 
newborn pigs suckle their mothers’ 
teats. And some of the sights are al- 
most comically horrifying, like the 


climb on top of a cow, but just as he’s 
about to penetrate her, they grab his 
penis and shove it into a long tube 
instead with a plastic bag at the end 
of it. Talk about dexterity!) 

[had this same misguided reaction 
to Koyaanisqatsi, another wordless 
documentary which was supposed 
to show the ugliness of the human 
world but which I thought made 
industrialization look like kind of 
a miracle. Geyrhalter’s film recalls 
Koyaanisqatsi in other ways as well, 
especially the meticulousness of its 
relentlessly symmetrical images, 
almost all of them shot from the 
same flat, neutral, dead-level angle 
The film verges on appearing anti 


NO PLACE THAT EMPLOYS A PERSON WHOSE SOLE JOB 
IT US TO TAKE A KNIFE AND SEPERATE THAT LITTLE 


BIT OF SNOUT THE PIG-BIESCTING MACHINE 
ALWAYS MISSES IS A PLACE I WANT TO THINK ABOUT 
WHEN I EAT A PULLED PORK SANDWICH 


vacuum tube that Hoovers chick- 
ens right off the dirt floor of their 
industrial barn, or the women who 
unemotionally take handfuls of baby 
chicks and stuff them down a vent 
and onto a conveyor belt leading God 
knows where. 

You could say the human beings 
in this film have become machines 
as well, but the deftness with which 
they perform their ridiculously spe- 
cialized functions within these facto- 
ries is kind of phenomenal. Like the 
guy who's gotten hilariously good at 
sliding gutted fish onto metal hold- 
ers, or the women who sort out pig 
guts all day long, or—most impres- 
sive of all—the guys who collect bull 
semen. (They wait for the bull to 


human, but Geyrhalter shrewdly 
includes occasional images of break 

time. And what do workers do when 
they're not snipping off pigs’ feet 
or chicken heads? It seems they eat 
sandwiches, drink coffee, and smoke 
cigarettes just like the rest of us. 

I can't imagine what kind of couple 
out for a night at the movies, would 
choose to see Our Daily Bread, but 
it's a remarkable, oddly mesmeriz 
ing movie all the same. It might not 
have persuaded me to change my 
eating habits, but it made me damn 
glad I don’t work on a lettuce farm—l 
could probably get used to slicing pig 
snouts, but picking lettuce looks like 
the most tedious, uncomfortable job 
in the world. 
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Magician, Murderer, Saint, Movie Star! Gimyan Lodro plays Thopaga, the versatile hero of Milarepa. PHOTO SUPPLIED 


REVIEW TIBETAN - BY MATT HUBERT |s06 words 








Don't Fear the Milarepa 


TURNING TIBETAN LEGEND 
INTO AN UNRESOLVED 
CLIFFHANGER WAS AN UNWISE 
MOVE FOR FILMMAKING MONK 


MILAREPA: MAGICIAN, MURDERER, SAINT 

Directed by Neten Chokling. Starring Gimyan Lodro, Orgyen 
Tobgyal, Kelsang Chukie Tethong_Fri-Wed, Dec 14-19. Metro 
Ginema (Zeidler Hall, The Citadel). 

okt 





When it comes to pet projects, first- 
time filmmakers like Neten Chokling 
get a little more critical leeway than 
more seasoned directors. 

Whereas some of these films 
scream “Creative peak!” (as the 
Coen Brothers’ No Country for Old 
Men recently did) and some labour 
awkwardly under the best intentions 
(as did Brian De Palma’s Redacted), 
the creative darlings of new directors 
tend to have an appealing “go for 
broke” quality that makes you will- 
ing to forgive their shortcomings. 

Chokling’s Milarepa: Magician, 
Murderer, Saint, a retelling of one 
of the oldest and most influential 
stories in Tibet's oral tradition, is 
an almost quintessential “pet proj- 
ect”: the first-time director is also 
the spiritual head of the Pema Ewam 
Choegar Gyurmeling Monastery. 

Milarepa is the story of Thopaga 
(Gimyan Lodro), born to a wealthy 

3025 - 66 St 


(780) 469-8282 


RAIN OR SHINE 


land-owning family in the Spiti Val- 
ley between India and Tibet in the 
llth century. When Thopaga’s fa- 
ther dies unexpectedly, the family 
is thrust into poverty and forced to 
work the land owned by Thopaga’s 
cruel aunt and uncle. The family’s 
wealth is to be held in trust by the 
domineering pair until Thopaga be- 
comes of marrying age, at which 
point it will be returned 

But when his aunt and uncle fail 
to deliver on their promise, Thopaga 
is sent into the wilds of the Spiti 
Valley at the behest of his mother 
Kargyen (Tethong) to learn sorcery 
and enact vengeance upon the entire 
community for years of shame and 
humiliation 

Thopaga eventually studies un- 
der Yongten Trogyal (the stoic Or- 
gyen Tobgyal) and learns the most 
intimate practices of black magic 
not typically reserved for normal 
students. 

Sounds exciting, right? And it cer- 
tainly is—plus, the film is full of sub 
tly nuanced relationships (Thopaga's 
friendship with Dharma is particu- 
larly well-drawn) and the pictur- 
esque backdrop of the Spiti Valley, 
but just when you're getting caught 
up in the momentum of Milarepa's 
excellent performances and Paul J. 
Warren's brilliant cinematography, 


the whole thing comes to a sudden, 
jolting stop 

The traditional story builds up to 
the moment when Thopaga con 
fronts the consequences of his anger 
and vengeance (this is where it roots 
itself in Buddhist teaching)—but the 
audience won't be privy to that part 
of the story until the film’s sequel, 
slated for release in 2009. Then 
again, this is a long story, and pro- 
ducing a film on the scale of Milare- 
pa is a complicated matter, so I sup- 
pose I'll have to remain patient 

Very patient. Chokling’s decision 
to break the film up into independent 
chapters means the relationship be- 
tween Thopaga and his mother and 
the love story that was stirring in 
the beginning of the film are both 
left undeveloped. Just when Lodro 
begins to break Tophaga out of his 
feckless, boyish disposition and turn 
him into the “great mystic” we are 
supposed to believe him to be, the 
film ends. 

Milarepa begins as an enticing and 
timely meditation on social injustice 
and concludes as only a somewhat 
fleshed-out folktale. Chokling’s film 
has all the makings of an incendiary, 
captivating story, the monk might 
even “go for broke.” We'll just have 


to wait and see 
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(64 St & 35 Ave) 
(780) 469-BUNS 


e of product. 





Benda | xewsBopininn | citysife |mnysic | on screen| arts | classifieds | sex! thee back 









INTO THE WILD 


SARNEAU 
8712 - 109 Street - 433-0728 


Visit us online at www.magicianterntheatres.ca 


On SCTeen 





into The Wild 


Nightly | 
6:45 & 9:30 pm | 


Saturday & Sunday 
Matinees 
2:00 pm 





Rated 14A 


Visit us online @ 
me magiclonterntheatres.ca | 





MONGREL MEDIA 





THE BEST ON WORLD CINEMA 


PHILIP SEYMOUR HOFFMAN ETHAN HAWKE MAHISA TOMEI & ALBERT FINNEY 


“ATERRIFIC SUCCESS! 


ALO. SCOTT, THE NEW YORK TIMES 


"A DYNAMITE FILM 


THAT RANKS WITH THE YEAR'S BEST!” 


“PETER TRAVERS, AQLLING STONE 


KAKKK 


~DAVID FEAR, TIME OUT NEW YORK 


“BRILLIANT 


GO OUT AND SEE IT 
AS SOON AS YOU CAN!” 


-ROGER EBERT, CHICAGO SUN TIMES 
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FREE STUFF 


Come to Second Cup on,Jasper Ave (10309 Jasper Ave) between 2 and 
2:15 pm on Friday, Find the SEE Magazine rep and give them the answer * 
oF appropriate response to the question or task below, You may not 

win if you have won a prize from SEE Magazine in the last 30 days. SEE 
Magazine reserves the right to restrict prizes. Prizes must be claimed in 
person by the contest entrant. Photo 1D may be required. 


Prize: A double-quest pass to see Before The Devil Knows You're Dead at 
the Princess Theatre. : 
Skill-testing Question: The phrase “Before the Devil Know’s Your're ort 
is taken from which ean toast? 





Prize: A double-guest pass to see Margot at the Wedding at the a 2) 
Theatre. 
Skill-testing Question: Who was depicted. on the cover of SEE fast week? 
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Gunn Control in Ganada 





Carry On, Canadians! Tim Gunns making it work in the US. on Bravo!, but not on the Canadian version of the channel PHOTO SUPPLIED 
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TELEPROMPTER NICOLA SIMPSON KHULLAR 
I WISH I WERE AMERICAN, IF 
ONLY BECAUSE I WOULDN'T 
HAVE TO WAIT TO WATCH THE 
NEW SEASON OF PROJECT 
RUNWAY 


Mr. Teleprompter regularly accuses 
me of watching too much TV and 
having “PVR abuse” issues. Well, 
he’s probably right. But certainly I 
don’t watch as much as I did a few 


years ago when I was living in Phila- 


and Youth Care 


Prepare for a rewarding career helping at-risk youth and their 
families manage emotional and behavioural problems. 


With diploma and degree options, full-time or part-time studies, 
you can choose your own path - and reach your full potential. 


INFORMATION SESSION 


Wednesday, December 19”, 6:30 pm 


Room 233, MacEwan’s South Campus 


(7319 - 29 Avenue) 


Call 497-4646 or visit www.MacEwan.ca/cyc 


Make a difference. 
Build relationships that change lives. 
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delphia. Tuesdays and Wednesdays 
were particularly demanding, as | 
tried to juggle Gilmore Girls, House, 
SVU, American Idol, South Park 
and Project Runway. Work, work, 
work! 

But there are days when I really 
miss watching TV in the U.S. of A 
At least there you knew when a show 
was on and you could actually watch 
it 

Take Project Runway, for example. 
In the States, the fourth cycle of this 
enormously popular fashion design 
reality show is already a few weeks 
into its run on Bravo!, but we Cana- 
dians have to wait until January for it 
to show up on Slice here. The show's 
format has been so successful that 
it's spawned sister shows Top Chef, 
Top Design, and Top Hair (aka Shear 
Genius). But I have to search to find 
them here, as they show up respec- 
tively on Food, HGTV, and heaven 
only knows. 

Now not only do I have to avoid 
PR spoilers online in order to fully 
enjoy the new season in January, but 
I'm also missing Tim Gunn's Guide 
to Style, 
here anywhere! My life isn’t exactly 


which isn’t showing up 


empty without his stern gay uncle 
impression, but I just hate knowing 
that I’m going thirsty at the water 
cooler. - 

And now, as far as I can tell, I'm 
going to miss Celebrity Rehab. I'm so 
curious about this VH1 show where I 
get to watch Grease’s Kenickie snort 
pixie dust through a Benjamin and 
Brigitte Nielsen drown her sorrows 
over the loss of Flav. Even a Baldwin 
and wrestler Chyna (aka Joanie Lau- 
rer) get worked over in this kind of 
reverse version of Celebrity Fit Club 
starting in January. But until they 
cast Britney and Lindsay, it prob- 


ably won't be seen in Canada. Well 
maybe on MuchMore. 

So why does this happen? Wel 
the simple answer is that the C 
nadian licenses for these shows ar 
always up for grabs. We simply dont 
get U.S. channels like Bravo!, Show 
time, VH1, and FX. 

Some people tell me that I should 
just keep up with all these shows on 
line, where I can download (not s¢ 
legally) shows like Californication 
and Dexter. There are illegal ver 
sions available for download around 
the web, they say. But I think I'r 
one of the last people in the world 
who doesn’t like to watch TV on 
the computer. There's something 
evilly whole about sitting down and 
at least making an effort to mute or 
fast-forward through the commer 
cials and trying to time your remote 
correctly when it comes back from 
the station promo. And my TV is a 
lot bigger than my computer screen 
with better sound. 


Salary Stalks at Midnight 
Late-night TV is really gasping for 
air right now. Reruns due to the writ 
ers’ strike are tanking in the ratings 
and the hosts may soon start to re 
gret their promise to continue pay 
ing their staff out of their own pock 
ets. Comedy Central is picking up 
the tab for Jon Stewart and Stephen 
Colbert's peeps, but Letterman and 
Leno are bleeding out to the tune o! 
nearly $250,000 a week. 

Sure, they can afford it, but for 
how long? In theory, the networks 
are still saving $1 million a week 
in production costs for each show 
while raking in money from adver 
tisers, but I suspect that Jay Leno’ 
Christmas list will start shrinking 
soon. Either that or he'll turn scab. 
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OPENING THIS WEEK 


ALVIN AND THE CHIPMUNKS 

Jason Lee, David Cross, and Jane Lynch star 
in Garfield: A Tale of Two Kitties director Tim 
Hill's children's film about a struggling song- 
writer who finds the key to success when he 
adopts a trio of singing chipmunks, whom 
he proceeds to turn into musical superstars. 


| AM LEGEND 

Will Smith stars in Constantine director 
Francis Lawrence's blockbuster sci-fi thriller 
about the (seemingly) only human survivor 
of a virus that has transformed the rest 

of the world’s population into monstrous, 
daylight-shunning “vampires.” Based on the 
novel by Richard Matheson. 


MARGOT AT THE WEDDING 

Nicole Kidman, Jennifer Jason Leigh, and 
Jack Black star in The Squid and the Whale 
writer/director Noah Baumbach's squirm- 
inducing comedy about a brittle, judgmental 
author whose brutal, razor-tongued remarks 
about her estranged sister's fiance threaten 
to undermine her marriage plans. 


MILAREPA: MAGICIAN, MURDERER, SAINT 
Gimyan Lodro and Jamyang Lodro star in 
Negen Chokling’s visually lush account of 
the lith-century wanderer whose desire to 
exact vengeance on his uncle soon turns into 
a quest for enlightenment that eventually 
tums him into Tibet's greatest saint. In Ti- 
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Man in Black | Will Smith is the last dog-owner on Earth in | Am Legend. PHOTO SUPPLIED 


a Career starts here. 
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betan with English subtitles, Metro Cinema: 
Dec 14-19 (Fri, Sun, Wed at 7pm; Sat, Mon, 
Tue at 9pm) 


OUR DAILY BREAD 

Director Nikolaus Geyrhalter's fascinating, 
wordless documentary takes viewers on 

a tour of the surreal, disturbingly efficient 
world that is the high-tech European food 
industry, from vegetable farms to slaughter- 
houses. Metro Cinema: Dec 14, 16-17, 19 (Fri, 
Sun, Wed at 9pm; Mon at 7pm) 


THE RED BALLOON/WHITE MANE 

Newly restored prints of two beloved 
children’s short films from the 1950s by 
director Albert Lamorisse: one about a 
Parisian boy who befriends a stray balloon 
that seems to have a mind of its own; and 
the other about a young fisherman’s efforts 
to save a magnificent wild stallion from the 
wrangler who wants to “break” it. Metro 
Cinema: Dec 15-16, 18 (Sat and Tue at 7pm; 
Sun at 4:30pm) 


ALSO PLAYING 


AMERICAN GANGSTER 

Ridley Scott tries to combine Heat, Scarface, 
and Serpico into an epic tale of the "70s 
Harlem heroin trade, but he winds up with 
something closer to Johnny Depp's Blow— 
solemn, portentous, and overly sentimental 
about its main character. 

dete 






AUGUST RUSH 

Not the latest deodorant scent from Right 
Guard, but a syrupy, coincidence-laden 
melodrama about a young musical prodigy 
determined to track down his long-lost 
parents through the sheer power of music. 
Warm-hearted but soft-headed. Warning: 
contains Robin Williams. 

katt 


AWAKE 

Essentially an Afterschool Special with a 
macabre twist, Awake fails on every critical 
count: acting, screenwriting, plot, pacing. 
And yet the damn thing somehow musters 
some hackneyed B-movie charm despite 
itself. 

watt 


BEE MOVIE 

Jerry Seinfeld seems to have put more 
passion into the publicity campaign for 

this utterly generic cartoon than the lazy, 
underwritten script or the cereal-commercial 
visuals. A black-and-yellow symbol of every- 
thing wrong with contemporary Hollywood, 
wt 


BEFORE THE DEVIL KNOWS YOU'RE DEAD 
Aspectacularly effective, nerve-jangling 
little crime picture starring Philip Seymour 
Hoffman and Ethan Hawke whose plan to 
fob their parents’ jewelry store turns out 

to be an even worse idea than it sounds. Sid- 
ney Lumet may be 83, but he feels like the 
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youngest director in Hollywood. 
tot tat: 


BEOWULF 

The future of filmmaking? Hardly—unless 
every movie in the future is going to be an 
airless, clunky adventure performed by 
digitized figures who look like videogame 
characters stuck in pause mode 


wwe 


CHRISTMAS IN WONDERLAND 

The peerless comic timing of Carmen Electra 
and Patrick Swayze meets the heartwarm- 
ingly traditional seasonal setting of West 
Edmonton Mall. Merry Christmas, everyone! 
KI 


THE DARJEELING LIMITED 

Wes Anderson's up to his old tricks (me- 
ticulously designed sets and costumes, 
man-children with father issues, scenes that 
lapse into slow-motion whenever the British 
Invasion songs play on the soundtrack) as 
well as a few new ones—the wide-open 
Indian landscape in particular has loosened 
up his visual style. A charmer. 

tk tke 


ENCHANTED 

It's not as clever as it could have been, and 
its occasional nods toward feminism are a 
joke, but Amy Adams’ pitch-perfect perfor- 
mance as an animated princess stranded in 
teal-life New York City transforms this mate- 


que 
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Your Career is waiting 


Call (780) 644-6000 — 


fial into one of the more satisfying comedic; 
of the season. 
kakty 


FRED CLAUS 

Wow-—Vince Vaughn turned into Tim Allen 
so gradually we barely even noticed it. 
KAA 


THE GOLDEN COMPASS 

That $180 million budget bought a beaut 
ful-looking movie, but this adaptation of 
the first volume of Philip Pullman's belovec 
His Dark Materials trilogy softens and 
second-guesses everything that made the 
source material so memorable. Maybe, lik 
the Harry Potter franchise, the sequels wil! 
be better? : 

ek kote 


HITMAN 
Shitman. 
wetter 


INTO THE WILD 

It ends with its hero starving to death in 
the Alaskan wilderness, and yet Into the 
Wild is still the most upbeat film Sean 
Penn has ever made, Credit goes to Emile 
Hirsch's winning performance as nature-lov 
ing thrill-seeker Chris McCandless, and to 
Penn's ecstatic yet skeptical embrace of his 
idealistic worldview. 

tek tk te 


NO COUNTRY FOR OLD MEN 

Anear-perfect Brundlefly merging of the 
Coen Brothers’ mordant, blackly comic 
sensibility and Cormac McCarthy's apocalyp- 
tic, near-Biblical evocation of evil on the 
loose on the Texas plains. Javier Bardem's 
performance as a malevolent bounty hunter 
will haunt your dreams. 

tek bk te 


REDACTED 

Brian De Palma makes a welcome return 

to political filmmaking with this kaleido- 
scopic fictionalization of a real-life atrocity 
committed by U.S. troops in Irag. Or maybe 
not-so-welcome; many critics have found it 
strident and amateurish. They're not wrong, 
but De Palma's passion and visual inventive- 
ness make for compelling viewing. 

tok ates 


STEPHEN KING'S THE MIST 

Frank Darabont, the man who gave us The 
Shawshank Redemption and The Green Mile. 
finally adapts a Stephen King story that 
isn’t set ina 1930s prison, but a modern-day 
supermarket besieged by oogum-boogum 
monsters. The character Interactions are 
spot-on, but Darabont fails to capture the 
original novella’s pervasive sense of unease. 
dee tee 
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Theln-Law You Love to Hate | Nicole Kidman in Margot at 
te Wedding, PHOTO SUPPLIED 
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BEYOND THE BLURBS - ONLINE CRITICS HAVE THEIR SAY 


THIS WEEK: THE 
UNBELIEVABLY HATEFUL 
CHARACTERS OF MARGOT AT 
THE WEDDING 


Jim Emerson, Scanners | “If I'm making the film 
sound detestable, maybe that’s the best 
way | know of to express my admiration for 
it, and the way it keeps relentlessly cover- 
ing the same ground (the characters’ linty 
psychic navels) while still managing to top 
itself, scene after scene. Every performance 
in the film is terrifyingly good/awful. | think 
there's some kind of excoriating analytical 
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and observational genius in this home-hor- 
for-movie about cretinous, semi-articulate 
dunces, But when it was over, the same 
thought popped into my head that did at the 
end of Todd Solondz’s outlandishly scornful 
Palindromes: Who's going to want to expose 
themselves to this gory dissection of these 
coldblooded creeps? Makes you want to see 
a good George Romero zombie movie, At 
least the Living Dead have real, uncalculated 
emotions.” 


Stephanie Zacharek, Salon | “It's bad enough 
that the movie is about uninteresting 
people's problems. What's worse is that it's 
about snobs, and Baumbach buys into their 
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snobbery. All that’s missing is train tracks on 
the Zellers’ property to tell us that the clan 
next door is from the wrong side of them. 
That family is called ‘the Voglers’; the Zellers 
utter the name in the same tones you might 
use to speak of, say, the Cossacks. The Zellers’ 
inability to comprehend that the Voglers are 
people too is perhaps meant to be funny, a 
joke on them. But the Vogiers are presented 
as morons with no manners—they wind up 
being the movie's way of reassuring us that 
rich people may be messed up, but the un- 
washed masses aren't what they're cracked 
up to be, either. The attitude is superior at 
best and cheap and stupid at worst.” 


Kristi Mitsuda, Stop Smiling | "Many have ex- 
pressed contempt for the characters, and 
by extension, the film itself. Most of this re- 
pugnance is reserved for Margot, and it isn't 
difficult to see why. But the dismissive critical 
disdain wrong-headedly circles around the 
facile question of the character's likeabil- 
ity. The pretentious father and son of The 
Squid and the Whale were applauded as fully 
formed characterizations, but Margot meets 
with vituperative scorn. Could it be that fe- 
male characters need to make nice to garner 
sympathy? At base, Baumbach wants to 
wring humanity out and lovingly hang it on 
the line to dry, and with the caustic, beautiful 
Margot at the Wedding, he does just that.” 


Scotiabank Theatre Edmonton 
my 
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THE GOLDEN COMPASS PG AMERICAN GANGSTER 18A 
Nightly 7:05, 9:30; matinee So & Sun 1:05, 3:30 FS, MrT 1:20, 4:45, 8:30; Sun 1:20, 9:15. 
8712-109 STREET © 433-0728 = Violence, not recommended for young children, BEE MOVIE = a, oF 6 4211 139TH AVENUE © 47d 7600 = 130 AVENUE 850 STREET © 472-9779 . ey 
INTO THE WILD MA WETASKIWIN CINEM. Pi FreWed 12:30, 3-30, 6:40, 9:00; Thurs 12:30, 2:30, 9:00. THE GOLDEN COMPASS °G THIS CHRISTMAS PG 
Nightly 6:45, 9:30; Sot & Sun matinges 2:00. AS PEE DANINRELUFE|=~*SOS~*# pg FrtSun 12:50, 1:30, 3:20, 4:00, 6:30, 7:00, 9:00; 9:30; Mon Thus FreSot 1:25, 4:00, 6:45, 9:15, 11:40; SunThurs 1:25, 4:00, 6:45, 
3840-56. Wetaskin © 3529922 Fis 140. 400, 6:30, 7:00, 9:00, 9:30 9:15. Not reccenmended for young chidren 
TAM LEGEND 4A — Viena, not recommended for young chien. Wo poses. UONS FOR LAMBS +" 4A 
10337 - 82 AVENUE 4330728 Nighy 7:00, 925; mange Sot & Sun 1:00, 3:25. Fighting sees. sya taught STC HITMAN TEA —_FSc 1:40, 420, 6-55, 9.20, 11:30; Sorters 1:40, 4:20, 655 
MARGOT AT THE WEDDING — VA ALVIN AND THE CHIPMUNKS G a a FreSum 2:10, 4240, 7:15, 9:40; MoneThurs 4:40, 7:15, 9:40, 1 655.539 © Se 
Niily 7:10, 9:00; Sat & Sun maoes 200. Cons lonnoge Nightly 6:55, 9:15; matinee Sat & Sun 12:55, 3:20 ee ee STC Guryscenes, a 30 DAYS OF NIGHT 18A 
No 7:10 p.m. show Thursdoy, December 20th ‘AUGUST RUSH PG FRED CLAUS PG —FaeSat 1245, 4:20, 7:15, 9:45, 12:15; SumeThuws 1:45, 4:30, 7:15, 
‘THE DARJEELING LIMITED 4A Nightly 7:10, 9:30; matinee Sot & Sun 1:10, 3:30. NORTH EDMONTON CINEMAS FreSun 1:10, 3:50, 6:45, 9:20; Mon Thurs 3:50, 6:45, 9:20, 9:45. Gory scenes = aya 
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THEATRE: EDMONTON VS. CALGARY « BY PAUL MATWYCHUK 2514 words 


No Plays Like Home? 


April was a busy month for Eugene 
Stickland this year. On April 19, he 
was at Theatre Network in Edmon- 
ton for the opening night perfor- 
mance of his play Closer and Closer 
Apart, and the very next night he was 
back in his hometown of Calgary for 
the opening night of Alberta The- 
atre Projects’ remount of his 1996 
hit Sitting in Paradise. The Calgary 
production took place in the opulent 
Martha Cohen Theatre, the jewel 
of Calgary's theatre district, which 
made a striking contrast to the previ- 
ous night's party at Edmonton's com- 
paratively cramped but much funki- 
er Roxy Theatre. As Stickland likes 
to put it, “Seeing a play in Edmonton 
is like seeing a play with my friends. 
Seeing a play in Calgary is like seeing 
a play with my friends’ parents.” 

As he circulated around the lobby 
after the play was over, glass of wine 
in hand, absorbing compliments 
from various audience members, 
Stickland witnessed a most unusual 
sight: Calgarians with an inferiority 
complex. 

“People would ask me what I’ve 
been doing,” Stickland says, “and 
I'd say, ‘Well, I just drove back from 
Edmonton—I had a play open there 
just last night.’ And I'll tell you: I got 
the same response again and again: 
‘Ooooh! A play in Edmonton! That 
must be a much more satisfying 
experience. After all, Edmonton's a 
much more cultured city than Cal- 
gary.’ Now, Closer was a new play, 
so the Edmonton production prob- 
ably did mean more to me, but I was 
amazed to see how many Calgarians 
have this perception that there’s so 
much more going on in Edmonton 
than there is here.” 

Soon after that night, Stickland 
ran into Jackie Flanagan, the edi- 
tor of Alberta Views, and told her 


Alberta Views’ December issue, and 
it’s already the talk of Edmonton's 
bustling theatre scene. (But appar- 
ently not as bustling as Calgary's!) 
Calgary a better theatre town than 
€dmonton? The article's very prem- 
ise takes aim at one of the most 
cherished aspects of Edmonton's 
self-image—that while Calgary might 
be the seat of the province's financial 
power, Edmonton was the keeper of 
Alberta’s cultural soul. Here’s where 
the people who cared about more 
than making a quick buck liked to 
congregate—land of the arts-friendly 
mayor, home of the Fringe, stomp- 
ing grounds of Lemoine, Thiessen, 
Hagen, Craddock, Baker, Belke. Co- 
lossuses all! The idea that a city like 
Calgary could have the edge on us 
when it came to money and culture 
isn't so much laughable as it is un- 
thinkable. 

I've spent the last couple of days 
talking to several local theatre figures 
about Stickland’s article. Some are 
amused (“Well, that’s pretty cheeky 
of him, isn't it?” remarked one when 
I explained Stickland’s premise), 
some are airily dismissive, others get 
downright defensive. But dig a little 
deeper, and you get the feeling that 
people are finding Stickland’s article 
a little hard to shake off. There’s a lit- 
tle nagging voice that Edmonton the- 
atre people have started hearing in 
the back of their heads this month, 
and every time they pass by a news- 
stand carrying Alberta Views, that 
voice is going to get a tiny bit louder 
and more insistent. Here’s what that 
little voice is saying: 

“What if he's right? What if he's 
right? What if he’s right?” 


Wake Up, Calgary! 
The article, it should be said, is not 
a work of investigative journalism. 





Opening Night in Edmonton | On April 19, Eugene Stickland watched Closer and Closer Apart premiere at Theatre Networ.k_ PHOTO BY IAN JACKSON 


And €dmontonians can take some 
easy pride in mocking Alberta Views’ 
decision to illustrate Calgary's supe- 
riority to Edmonton with a cover 
photo from Sage Theatre's upcoming 
Calgary production of John Cameron 
Mitchell’s rock musical Hedwig and 
the Angry Inch—a show that played 
Edmonton more than four and a half 
years ago 

It should also be said that Stickland 
did not intend the article as a slam 
on Edmonton. After all, Edmonton 
productions of his plays—many of 
them at Theatre Network, includ- 
ing A Guide to Mourning, All Clear, 
Excavations, and Midlife—have long 
provided Stickland with a steady 
flow in income. “The pool of talent 
in Edmonton is incredible,” he says. 
“Not just my theatre friends, but 
many of my best friends, period, are 





“WHEN I STARTED TO TALK TO MY FRIENDS IN EDMONTON,” EUGENE STICKLAND SAYS, 
“1 GOT THE FEELING THAT PEOPLE THERE WERE VERY DEMORALIZED. 
AND I WAS SURPRISED BY THAT. IF I'VE OFFENDED ANYONE, I’M SORRY. 


BUT THAT'S WHAT I FOUND.” 





that same story. She'd always been 
after Stickland to write a piece for 
the magazine, and suggested that he 
use that incident as the springboard 
for an article. Which is what he pro- 
ceeded to do. 

The resulting piece, “Theatre Goes 
South: A Calgary Playwright Makes 
the Case for Crowning Cowtown Our 
Drama Capital,” is the cover story of 


Stickland himself would be the first 
to acknowledge that it’s heavily anec- 
dotal, and that he places much more 
emphasis on conversations with his 
theatre friends and a general, ab- 
stract, antennae-in-the-air impres- 
sion of the prevailing mood than 
hard numbers and statistics about 
the number of new productions, 
audience size, or box-office grosses. 
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» diddley-squat about it. 


from Edmonton.” 

Actually, if he’s giving anyone a 
kick in the pants, Stickland says, 
it's Calgary. “I think Calgary has a 
very vibrant arts culture compared 
to what it once had,” he explains, 
“but there are still people who know 
And it's 
frustrating, because there's a lot of 
great work being done |in Calgary 


theatre], but it’s still not what this 
city’s about in the minds of a large 
part of the population. New theatres 
are being built [The Vertigo Theatre 
Centre and Theatre Junction’s new 
home, The Grand], money is being 
put into companies, great young art- 
ists are moving here from Edmonton 
and elsewhere, and the general pub- 
lic seems to be lagging behind. So 
part of what | was doing was saying, 
‘Wake up, Calgary! There's a lot of 
good stuff being done here, and it's 
as good as you'll find anywhere.” 

Nothing to get upset about there, 
right? “It ain’t fightin’ words,” agrees 
Citadel artistic director Bob Baker. 
“The good news is that there's more 
theatre happening in Calgary, and 
that's terrific.” 

But Stickland sticks his neck out 
a little bit further than that in his 
article. Although he very carefully 
stops short of stating that Calgary is 
producing better plays than Edmon- 
ton, he does make the case that the 
general level of theatrical excitement 
is on the rise in Calgary, and that it's 
on the wane in Edmonton. He thinks 
Calgary theatre companies are doing 
more to encourage new work than 
theatre companies in Edmonton. 
He thinks that while the Fringe is an 
amazing, galvanizing event that Cal- 
gary has never been able to duplicate, 
it's stunted the overall development 
of Edmonton playwriting. And he 
thinks the chronielack of arts fund- 
ing coupled with the shaky status of 


Workshop West, the company that 


could always be counted on to do reg- 
ular productions of new local plays 
hasn't helped the city’s mood either 

“When I started to talk to my 
friends in Edmonton,” he says, ‘| 
got the feeling that people there 
were very demoralized. And I was 
surprised by that. If I’ve offended 
anyone, I’m sorry. But that's what | 
found.” 


Fleeing Edmonton 

As the new artistic director of Work- 
shop West, Michael Clark is heading 
a company whose precarious for- 
tunes—they mounted no mainstage 
shows last season in hopes of get- 
ting their finances back in order—are 
widely seen as a barometer of the 
community's health in general. A for- 
mer Edmontonian who moved back 
to town after spending seven years at 
Nakai Theatre in Whitehorse, Clark 
agrees that he’s an anomaly. Most 
people he knows are emigrating in 
the opposite direction. 

“The way the Tory government has 
mismanaged the boom to create in 
flation on unparalleled levels has led 
to a huge flight of talent,” he says 
“The best and brightest are moving 
out because it's.no longer cheap to 
live here and rents are going through 
the roof. My favourite story involves 
{local actors] Jesse Gervais and Am- 
ber Borotsik. They were living above 
a drugstore on 82 Ave that had a 
rooftop patio which they turned into 
a garden paradise. But their lease 
ended, and the landlord raised their 
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PLAYWRIGHT EUGENE STICKLAND SAYS THAT CALGARY HAS REPLACED EDMONTON AS 
ALBERTA'S DRAMA CAPITAL. COULD HE BE RIGHT? 


rent from something like $600 or 
$800 a month to $2,000 a month. 
1 could name 10 people who've left 
for similar reasons: Kerem Cetinel, 
€lyne Quan, Michael Cowie, Mi- 
chael Scholar, Danny Arnold, Me- 
dina Hahn...” 


Okay, okay, we believe you. But 
Clark parts company with Stickland, 
however, when he tries to paint Cal- 
gary as a hotbed of new play develop- 
ment compared to Edmonton. “That's 
bullshit!” he exclaims. “Could you 
say that about a town that has The- 
atre Network and Workshop West 
and Northern Light Theatre? Sure, 
Calgary has ATP [Alberta Theatre 
Projects], but there are at least four 
companies in Edmonton doing new 
work, plus a bunch of independent 
companies, plus the Fringe.” 

But Stickland points out that ATP 
isn't peanuts: over the last 35 years, 
they've produced 323 plays, 227 
of them Canadian. For 20 years, 
they've also run the PlayRites festi- 
val, which premieres four new plays 
annually and workshops four more. 
(Stickland cites PlayRites as the rea- 
son he came to Calgary in the first 
place.) Plus, there’s Lunchbox The- 
atre, which Stickland estimates has 
developed more than 200 new one- 
act plays. Sage Theatre's “Ignite” 
Series encourages the creation of 
new work. Calgary's innovative One 
Yellow Rabbit troupe has always spe- 
Cialized in new play creation. 

In Edmonton, meanwhile—as any 
young playwright can tell you—new 


plays tend to face an uphill battle 
(Unless, of course, your name is Eu- 
gene Stickland.) “I was watching a 
staged reading of Waxworks here in 
Calgary,” says Stickland, referring 
to the script by Edmontonian play- 
wright Trina Davies, which won the 
Alberta Playwriting Competition in 
2007. “And what a good play it is! 
David Storch came out to direct it 
And I found myself thinking, ‘What's 
going to happen to that play when 
she goes back to Edmonton?’” So 
far? Nothing. 

Don Hannah, the award-winning 
New Brunswick playwright who 
spent two years in Edmonton as play- 
wright-in-residence at the University 
of Alberta, was similarly taken aback 
by the lack of interest the city's the- 
atre companies showed in promot- 
ing local theatre culture—especially 
given our vaunted reputation as a 
theatre hub. “I was surprised there 
weren't more new plays that weren't 
self-produced,” he says. “What I call 
the midsized theatre companies just 
weren't doing a lot of new work, and 
very little of it by Edmontonians. | 
hate to hold up Toronto as a model 
because I'll just get shot for it, but in 
those old standby Toronto theatres— 
Tarragon and so forth—you do see a 
lot more new work.” 

And if I may add an anecdote of 
my own to Stickland's collection, I 
was talking to a respected Edmonton 
playwright recently and mentioned 
my own efforts to get my scripts pro- 
duced by a local company. “Paul,” the 





playwright told me, “look outside the 
city. Don’t even bother with Edmon- 
ton.” 


Victims of the Fringe 

For Don Hannah, the dim prospects 
for new plays in Edmonton repre- 
sent what he calls “the downside 
of the Fringe”: in the wake of our 
blockbuster summer festival, anyone 
who's written a new play is now sort 
of expected to put it on themselves. 
“That's great when you're young,” 
Hannah says, “but it's a pain in the 
neck when you're older.” 

And, Stickland asks, what kind of 
plays does the Fringe teach you how 
to write? Hour-long comedies, by 
and large—usually fairly broad, su- 
perficially “edgy,” without much in 
the way of production values or in- 
ventive staging, 


gaining the skills necessary to write 
more ambitious full-length, two-act 
plays—and, what's worse, Fringe au- 
diences aren't gaining the skills to sit 
through them 

Bob Baker over at The Citadel dis 
agrees, and points to someone like 
Chris Craddock, who's equally capa- 
ble of writing frothy Fringe comedies 
like Poptart and more substantial 
mainstage plays like Summer of My 
Amazing Luck. But wasn’t ambi- 
tious, unusual, experimental work 
supposed to be the bread and butter 
of the Fringe in the first place? It's 
hard to look at the typical Fringe 
lineup, crammed with standup com- 
ics, showtune cabarets, and new 
helpings of comfort food from fa- 
miliar old faces, and not think that 
the Fringe has failed to live up to its 
promise 

“We need more playwrights’ work 
to reach stages beyond the Fringe,’ 
says Jan Selman, chair of the drama 
department at the University of Al- 
berta. “We'll calcify otherwise.” Sel- 
man is encouraged by the existence 
of independent companies like the 
aerial troupe Firefly Theatre (whose 
Duck Duck Bang premiered a couple 
of months ago at Fringe Theatre Ad- 
ventures) and Dammitdance (who 
staged a new version of Scythe ear- 
lier this season) as signs that the 
Fringe's spirit of innovation is invad- 
ing the main season 

But Stickland, true to the Calgary 
spirit, thinks Edmonton needs to 
start thinking even bigger than sup- 
porting a couple of interesting in- 
die projects. “I think the loss of the 
Phoenix Theatre was a real blow to 
Edmonton,” he says. “I believe that 
theatre was about the same size as 
ATP. And if you can get a play pro- 
duced in a house that size, that’s a 
year's income. And that's a year in 
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Views to a Kill | The cover story that started the whale 
controversy. PHOTO SUPPLIED 


Who knows?” 

He doesn't think he's being ridicu- 
lous, either. “In Calgary,” he says 
“some of these oil companies May 
be run by fairly conservative people 
but they do understand the concept 
of research and deyelopment—they 
know that not every hole you drill in 
the ground gets results, and they sup- 
port new plays on that principle. So 
you have commerce and art coming 
together in really interesting ways.” 

It's a little self-serving, admittedly, 
for a Calgary playwright to declare 
Calgary as the new hub of Alberta 
theatre—it's in the same tradition 
as that Harper’s article where Tom 
Wolfe argued that American novel- 
ists should try to write more like Tom 
Wolfe. And you could say that Stick- 
land is biting the hand that feeds him 
(or at least the hand that pays him 
his cut of the Theatre Network box 
office). And yes, if you were to say 
that it's very easy for the Calgary 
guy to say Edmonton theatre ought 
to be able to lay its hands on more 
corporate cash, you'd certainly have 
a point. 

But listen to that little nagging 
voice in the back of your head as 
well. Because maybe he's right, may- 
be he's right, maybe he’s right. 





"IN CALGARY,” STICKLAND SAYS, “SOME OF THESE OIL COMPANIES MAY BE RUN BY FAIRLY 
CONSERVATIVE PEOPLE, BUT THEY DO UNDERSTAND THE CONCEPT OF RESEARCH AND 
DEVELOPMENT—THEY KNOW THAT NOT EVERY HOLE YOU DRILL IN THE GROUND GETS 

RESULTS, AND THEY SUPPORT NEW PLAYS ON THAT PRINCIPLE.” 





“I think the feeling when the 
Fringe started was that it would help 
create a culture of theatre,” he says, 
“audiences with a greater thirst for 
theatre who would then seek it out in 
the winter months. But what I heard 
from the artistic directors I spoke 
to was that just the opposite had 
happened.” Stickland worries that 
Fringe-trained playwrights aren't 


which to write your next play. I don't 
know—if something that size could 
come back to Edmonton, it would be 
so helpful to the whole community. 
Maybe the playwrights in Edmonton 
have to band together and form a co- 
op and start doing their own work. 
Maybe one of the big oil companies 
making a kajillion dollars in sales 
could support it for a couple of years. 


“You always have two choices,” 
Stickland says. “You can just be pas- 
sive about it and say, “Well, it’s not 
happening, so I guess it's not hap- 
pening.’ Or you can be proactive and 
make it happen. And | don't think 
I've talked to anyone who talks that 
way in Edmonton. And I think there’s 


a bit more of that proactive thinking 
down here in Calgary.” 
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WE ARE MOVING!!! 


Granp Openine / Tew Years LEvy 
janvary Ist.. Come join vs & KNOCK THE 
CORMERS OFF YER HANGOVER, CHECK OVT THE NEW DIGS., E 


lew Location 
#6 10502 -—107 Ave Epmonton, AB 
780.420.6252 


We would like to thank everyone 
who contributed to Schmoozy: 


The Artists, The Parkers & Louise Dawson § 
for the great music, and of course all of 

our wonderful Guests for their generosity. § 
This evening could not have happened : 
without all of you! 


And a special thanks to all of 
4 our sponsors for making this 
evening such a success! 
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GUIDED TOUR - CANADIAN PORTRAITS - BY PAUL MATWYCHUK | 868 warts 


Varley and Me 


THE CURATOR OF A LANDMARK AGA EXHIBITION 
EXPLAINS WHY F.H. VARLEY DESERVES TO BE KNOWN AS 
CANADA'S GREATEST PORTRAIT PAINTER 





FH. VARLEY: PORTRAITS INTO THE LIGHT 
By FH. Varley. To Feb 17. Art Gallery of Alberta (100, 10230 Jasper Ave). Info: www. 
artgalleryalberta.com 





If FH. Varley's name is remembered today by the general public, it's 
because of his association with the Group of Seven. But ironically, if 
some of his most interesting and personal paintings remain unknown 
it's because of the same association. 

As Katerina Atanassova, the curator of the Art Gallery of Alberta's 
new exhibition FH. Varley: Portraits Into the Light, Varley’s true pas- 
sion was portraits, not landscapes—when the Group of Seven had 
their first exhibition, Varley contributed more portraits to the show 
than landscapes. “But you never hear about that!” she exclaims. “The 
Group of Seven had a different agenda, and portraits just didn't fit 
with that mandate.” 

Atanassova hopes Portraits Into the Light—the first large-scale ex- 
hibition devoted exclusively to Varley's portraits—will correct people's 
impression of this fascinating and still relevant figure in Canadian art 
history. “His paintings don't look historical,” she says. “If you look at 
the other leading portrait artists of the time, you see that academic 
quality and go, ‘Oh, that's an old painting,’ But you look at a Varley 
portrait and it looks like the work of a contemporary artist.” 

SEE asked Atanassova to help us look at six of those portraits, and 
give some background information on each of them to prepare you for 
when you take in the exhibition as a whole—and in colour. 


Portrait of Lieutenant G.B. McKean, V.C 
1918 

Oil on canvas 

102.3x76.7cm 

Canadian War Museum 





Indian Summer Alice Massey 
1914-1915 €.1924 - 1925 

Oil on canvas Oil on canvas 
978x953cm 82.0x61.7cm 

Joyce Sowby National Gallery of Canada 
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Frame Job | Curator Katerina Atanassova prepares the FH. Varley exhibition at the AGA. PHOTO BY JOHN ULAN 

Indian Summer 

“Varley knew what he wanted to do from the moment he arrived in Canada in 1912: he wanted to put the human 
figure in the landscape. This painting resulted from a trip he took to Algonquin Park in 1914 with Tom Thomson, 
AY. Jackson and Arthur Lismer. That famous archival photograph of them in Algonquin has been reproduced 
everywhere, but Varley was only there one single time. It's a good example of the misconceptions surrounding 
him, and you can see how this painting, with the person’s figure in it, differs from other Group of Seven images.” 


Portrait of Lieutenant 6.8. McKean, V.C. 

“During World War |, Varley was commissioned to do portraits of soldiers who had been awarded the Victoria 
Cross. We have two of those portraits here, and they look like they were painted by two different artists. The one 
of Captain O'Kelly is very flat and traditional, with delicate brushstrokes, but this one is so bold and expressionis- 
tic. McKean suffered from shell-shock, and you can see the deep emotional turmoil in his face and Varley's bold 
brushstrokes. This is the essence of Varley as a portrait artist—for the rest of his career, if the sitter was. emotion- 
ally open enough, he would respond to that. If they weren't, the painting would look more like the O'Kelly.” 


Alice Massey 

“I find this portrait of Vincent Massey's wife Alice fascinating because it's done in this conventional format, and 
yet Varley breaks through that by introducing this bold palette of green and blue. It's impossible to tell whether 
the subject is supposed to be indoors or outdoors, there is no reference to furniture or Alice's social status—it has 
what critics like to call "no narrative” around her. He's more interested in portraying her as a human being. And 
with the blending of the green and blue, you see Varley at his full strength here as a colourist.” 


Vera 

“This is Vera Olivia Weatherbie, Varley’s student, who he met in 1926 in British Columbia and with whom he had 
a subsequent affair that lasted until 1935. For a number of years, she was his primary model, and Varley credited 
her with starting him on a more spiritual path, and for changing his palette from the more settled reds and 
browns to these strong emeralds and purples. Varley claimed to see colour in every person he met, and to him, 
Vera was a ‘green person'—green being the colour of spirituality,” 


Erica 

“The 1940s is probably my favourite period of Varley's work—he met many strong women during this period, 
women who reminded him of the gypsies he painted earlier in his career, and who he'd always admired for their 
freedom and their ability to show strength in the face of hardship. It’s a very sensual period in his work, and over 
and over, you get the ‘split face,’ half in light, half in shadow. Erica, the woman in this portrait, is still alive—she's 
9], and she talks about Varley in a video interview | did with her that's part of the exhibition. Varley often gets 
portrayed as a womanizer, but that’s not what he was.” 


Studio Door 

“This is Kathleen McKay, who had read about Varley in Maclean's and decided to visit him in his studio and 
commission a portrait of her dying husband, And the story goes that when she arrived, the door to his studio was 
Open and she sort of stood there in the doorway—and Varley, in his commanding voice, said, ‘Hold it there!’ He 
captured that moment in a sketch, which he eventually tured into this painting. He loved women with almond 
eyes, exotic features. McKay was definitely his type. And she became his muse and companion for the last 13 
years of his life, until he died in 1969.” 


PY 
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PREVIEW « DESIGN « BY TOM MURRAY (476 words 


The Fangles Are New at Latitude 53 


UNIVERSITY OF ALBERTA 
DESIGN STUDENTS GET 
AHIFALUTIN’ GALLERY 
SHOWCASE FOR THEIR 
INNOVATIVE CREATIONS 





NEWFANGLED DESIGN 
To Dec 15. Industry night: Thu, Dec 13 (5-10:30 pm), 
Latitude 53 (10248-106 St), 





“It's a chance to let the community 
know what we're capable of,” says 
Heather Daam, president of the Uni- 
versity of Alberta's Student Design 
Association, which will be using this 
weekend's Newfangled Design show 
at Latitude 53 as a showcase for their 
most recent work 

“As well,” she continues, “it's a 
great way to see what other design- 
ers are up to. Design is a bit collabor- 
ative—you don’t want to be stuck ina 
vacuum, you want to see what else is 
out there... Some of it is schoolwork, 
some of it is things that we’ve been 
doing in our spare time. It shows 
what we've been thinking about—it’s 
exploring and playing, really.” 

Visual arts and industrial arts 
might seem to be too far apart to be 
natural collaborators, but Daam dis- 
agrees, pointing out that the faculty 
and the students make an effort to 
integrate design elements. “We like 
to share ideas,” she says. “Besides, at 
the university we get a very strong 
basis on process and how to look 
beyond the design realm, becom- 


ing connectors between other disci- 
plines and bringing different areas 
together.” 


Shaker Design Cana salt shaker be art? Sinan Maani might convince you it can! PHOTO SUPPLIED 


graphic explorations as examples of 
the excellent work coming out of the 
U of A. “I’m looking at the intrica- 





in particular is letterform in differ- 


ent typefaces screened on Plexiglas, 
so you can stack them on top of each 


“IT’S A GREAT WAY TO SEE WHAT OTHER DESIGNERS ARE UP TO. DESIGN IS A BIT 
COLLABORATIVE—YOU DON’T WANT TO BE STUCK IN A VACUUM, YOU WANT 
TO SEE WHAT ELSE IS OUT THERE. IT’S EXPLORING AND PLAYING, REALLY.” 


Daam points to Andrea Leitner's 
elegant table, Sinan Maani’s stylized 
saltshaker and Alaine Haynal’s typo- 


cies of letterform, I guess more in 
analytical design,” says Haynal, who 
has several pieces in the show. “One 


other to compare the intricacies of 
the form—it's an explorative thing.” 
Haynal says she’s most interested 


in investigating the more expressiy, 
possibilities of letterform than just 
using it as a given. For her, the Stu 
dent Design Association has been ; 
great vehicle for bringing togeth: 

design groups that are traditional! 

separate, attempting to get a dialog, 
going. “Both have a lot to contribu 

to each other,” she says, “in terms o/ 
how we think.” 

This open-minded approach to 
collaboration has apparently worked 
wonders—last May the university 
industrial design program was a 
lowed to exhibit at the International 
Contemporary Furniture Fair in New 
York, making it the first Canadia 
design school ever to be accepted at 
the two-decade-old exhibition. Daan 
is pleased that Edmonton designers 
have made such impressive headwa 
in such a competitive internationa! 
field, but she’s also quick to not. 
that designers must constantly stay 
abreast of current trends, as well as 
keep their own work within the pul 
lic view. 

“T think that the market is chang 
ing,” Daam says. “We keep seeing 
more and more exciting things on 
both the industrial design and graph- 
ic design levels. The boundaries keep 
getting pushed, and our role is par 
tially to educate the public on these 
things—these new ideas are coming 
out, and the more that people see 
and experience them, the more com 
fortable they'll get with them.” 





REVIEW : CONVERGENCE AND CONGLOMERATES - BY ANGELA BRUNSCHOT |680 words 


It's the End Of The World As He Knows It 


JOURNALIST MARC EDGE 
CASTS ASPER-SIONS ON THE 
VAST, VILLAINOUS CANWEST 
MEDIA EMPIRE 





ASPER NATION: CANADA'S MOST 
DANGEROUS MEDIA COMPANY 
By Marc Edge. New Star Books. 326 pp. $21 





With the media fixated on the trial 
of erstwhile Canadian media baron 
Conrad Black, media junkies here 
in Canada might want to turn their 
heads away and take a long and so- 
ber look at our own Asper family and 
the CanWest empire. Marc Edge, a 
former West Coast journalist, does 
just that in Asper Nation: Canada’s 
Most Dangerous Media Company 
The book chronicles CanWest 
Global's rise and eventual domina- 
tion of the Canadian media, taking 
time along the way to examine how 
the Asper family uses their media 
outlets to further their own political 
beliefs and promote their other busi- 
ness interests. Edge’s background 
also includes a stint as a business re- 
porter at the Calgary Herald, and that 
training is evident—in a bad way—in 


his first three chapters, which follow 
Izzy Asper as he builds his televi- 
sion network, Global. In this rather 
dry section, Edge marshals evidence 
of CanWest's cost-cutting ways and 
their inevitably detrimental effect on 
the quality of their journalism. It's 
important information, but deliv- 
ered in same heavy tone as the busi- 
ness pages. 

Where Asper Nation really gets in- 
teresting is Edge’s chapter on the in- 
fluence of the media, He summariz- 
es a number of studies showing how 
successful newspapers have been at 
setting the news agenda and framing 
‘the debate over national issues, Still, 
it's not until Edge details Izzy, David, 
and Leonard Asper's more arrogant 
actions that Edge's claim that Can- 
West is the “most dangerous media 
company in Canada” gets convinc- 
ing. 

“One of the problems with the 
Aspers is that they don’t have a jour- 
nalism background,” says Edge over 
the phone from Texas, where he 
teaches journalism at Sam Houston 
University. “At least Rupert Mur- 
doch and Conrad Black started in 
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the newspaper business and kind of 
understood a little bit about the eth- 
ics of journalism.” 

CanWest's most egregious trans- 
gression, according to Edge, took 
place in 2001, when the Aspers tried 
to dictate national editorials from 
their head office in Winnipeg to all 
their papers. Rubbing salt in the 
faces of local editors, the family also 
decreed that no rebuttal views could 
be aired in columns or letters to the 
editor. Later, the replacement of the 
word “insurgent” with “terrorist” in 
wire copy at the National Post and 
Ottawa Citizen drew attention to the 
Asper’s hardline pro-Israel stance. 

But as naturally receptive as | am to 
Edge’s criticisms of the Aspers, I'ma 
little on the fence when it comes to 
recommending his book. | certainly 
came away from it with a better un- 
derstanding of the Canadian media 
landscape, and it contains important 
information for anyone concerned 
with freedom of the press. 

But at times the book's audience 
seems to be journalism students or 


_those new to the mdustry. Media ac- 


tivists will be familiar with most of 


this material, although some of the 
specific criticisms of the CRTC are 
enlightening. It’s a little too dense for 
the casual reader. 

Asper Nation's other failing is 
Edge’s blanket dismissal of the im- 
pact of the Internet. For a generation 
not chained to network schedules 
for their daily dose of entertainment 
or to the local daily for their news, 
Edge seems a little behind the curve 
“That would be your generation,” he 
says with good humour. “But daily 
newspapers, | think, have a broader 
reach, especially with older people 
and tend to be much more influen- 
tial politically.” 

Media owners like the Aspers have 
pointed to the Internet as evidence 
that the media landscape is actu- 
ally less monolithic than their critics 
claim, and to justify their increasing 
control of our media. “But many 
studies have shown that the Internet 
does not add much to the local news 
coverage,” Edge says. “While it has a 
great global reach, it doesn't do a lot 
of local news.” 4 

Ultimately, it's the telling bits of 


"journalism lore which Edge scat- 


t 





ASPER NATION 


J CARATS OST CANGEROLS MED COAMPANT | 
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MARC EDGE 


An Exposé With Edge | Asper Nation has the lowdown on 
lazy, David, and Leonard. PHOTO SUPPLIED 


ters throughout his book that make 
it readable. Chief among these is 
that famously arrogant line that 
David Asper made during a speech 
in Oakville, Ontario after Montreal 
Gazette writers pulled their by- 
lines from the newspaper in protest 
against the Asper's national editor'- 
als: “It was the end of the world as 
they knew it, and I felt fine.” 
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EXHIBITS 


ALLIED ARTS COUNCIL 455 KING ST, SPRUCE GROVE, 
962-0664 Until DEC 22, annual Christmas gift and art sale, 
Info; wwwalliedartscouncilcom. 

ALBERTA CRAFT COUNCIL 10186-106 ST, 488-6611 EXT. 
721. nfo: wwwalbertacraft.ab.ca. 

THE ARTERY 9535 JASPER AVE, Until JAN 4, “Towards 
Seeing Everything”, photographic images by Ted Kerr. Hours: 
Jue Thu 5-7 pm, or by appointment. Info: thearterya@ 
noiselaba. 

ART GALLERY OF ALBERTA ENTERPRISE SQUARE, #100, 
10230 JASPER AVE, 422-6223 Until FEB7 “FH, Varley: 
Portraits Into the Light’, an in-depth look at the portraiture 
of Frederick Varley. Until JAN 6 “Fun House”, nine Canadian 
contemporary artists push artistic convention to the outer- 
most limit; “The 1950 Ford Show’, 100 artists present 100 
drawings of 1950 Ford from memory. Hours: Mon-Fri 10:30 
am-5pm, Thu 4-8 pm free admission. Sat & Sun ll am-5 pm. 
Info: wwwartgalleryalberta.com. 

ARTS HAB STUDIO GALLERY 3RD FL, 10217-106 ST., 
439-9532 Until JAN 17, “11404”, works by Monica Pitre, 
Gillian Willans, Andrea Pinheiro, and guest artists. Hours: 
Thu 5-8 pm, or by appointment. Closed DEC 27. Info: www. 
artshab.com. 

BEARCLAW GALLERY 10403-124 ST, 482-1204 Into: 
bearclawgallery.com. 

BLUE CURVE GALLERY GLENROSE REHABILITATION 
HOSPITAL, 10230-111 AVE. Until JAN 12, “The Canadian 
Filipino Connection”, recent prints and paintings by Gordon 
Snyder; “The Useful Lessons of Plants”, encaustic paintings 
by Marlena Wyman. Hours: Daily, 7:30 am-2:30 pm. 
CENTRE D'ARTS VISUELS DE L'ALBERTA 9103-95 AVE, 
461-3427 Until DEC 20 “Miniatures and More", group show 
of miniature paintings, Christmas crafts, and watercolours 
by Judith Kubac. 

COLLECTIV CONTEMPORARY ART 6507-112 AVE, 491- 
0002 Info: www.collectiv.ca. 

CHRISTL BERGSTROM’S RED GALLERY 9621-82 AVE., 
439-8210 Until DEC31, Edmonton artists at Red on Whyte 
from the collection of Christ! Bergstrom and David Murray. 
Hours: Mon-Fri Tl am-5 pm, 

__DOUGLAS UDELL GALLERY 10332-124 ST, 488-4445 Until 
DEC20; Christmas show. Opening reception DEC 15, 2-4 

pm. Hours: Tue-Fri 9:30 am-5:30 pm. Info: 
douglasudellgallery.com. 
ELECTRUM DESIGN STUDIO 12419 
STONY PLAIN RD, 482-1402 Collec- 
tion 2007: Jewelry and omaments 
by Wayne Mackenzie, Janet 

Stein, Meghan Wagg, John Blair 

& Jackie Anderson; paintings 

by Sophia Podryhula-Shaw, 

Jeff Collins; woodwork by John 
Morel, Henry Schlosser, George 
Heagle; glasswork by Robert Held, Jeff 
Holmwood, Todd Safronovich; ceramics by 
Katrina Chaytor, Christian Barr, Enzien Keffield; 
washi-thirgri-e by Terry O'Connor; photography by Lori Ann 
Muenzer, Info: www.waynemackenziegoldsmith.com. 
EXTENSION CENTRE GALLERY 2ND FL, U OF A EXTEN- 
SION CENTRE, 8303-112 ST, Hours: Mon-Fri 8 am-4 pm. Info: 
wwwextension.valberta.ca. 

FAB GALLERY ]-1 FINE ARTS BUILDING, U OF A CAMPUS 
Until DEC 15 “Somewhere in Between” by Scott Cumberland, 
MFA Painting: The 2006 Alcuin Awards for Excellence in 
Book Design in Canada. Hours: Tues-Fri 10 am-5 pm, Sat 
25pm. 

FRINGE GALLERY 10516 WHYTE AVE., 432-0240 
Throughout DEC Gallery closed for maintenance. Info: www. 
paintspot.ca. 

FRONT GALLERY 12312 JASPER AVE, 488-2952 

GALLERY AT MILNER STANLEY A. MILNER LIBRARY, #7 
CHURCHILL SQUARE Until DEC 31 “Origins”, group show by 
ecent U of A BFA graduates. 

HARCOURT HOUSE GALLERY 3RD FL, 10215-1I2 ST, 426- 
4180 Until DEC 22 “The New Alchemists”, sculpture by Blair 
Brennan and Catherine Burgess. Info: www.! harcoustinnse: 
abe. 

JEFF ALLEN GALLERY STRATHCONA SENIORS CENTRE, 
10831 UNIVERSITY AVE., 433-5807 Until JAN 2, Christmas 
Show and sale, Hours: Mon-Thu, 9 am-4 pm. 

JOHNSON GALLERY 7711-85 ST, 465-6171 Edmonton Oil 
Painters, artists working in-studio throughout the season. 
Artists featured include Susan Abma, Susan Box, Shairl 
Honey, David Brooks, Margaret Klappstein, Tracy Mardon, 
Anne McCormick, and Cindy Revell. Info: susanabma.com. 
LANDO GALLERY 71130-105 AVE,, 990-1161 Hours: Mon-Fri 


\0.am-5:30 pm, Sat 10 am-4:30 pm. Info: wwwlandogallery, 


com. 

LATITUDE 53 10248-106 ST,, 423-5353 DEC 13-15 
“Newfangled”, the U of A Student Design Association group 
Show. Hours: Tue-Fri 10 am-6 pm, Sat 12-5 pm. Info: www. 
\atitudeS3.org. 

LOFT GALLERY A.J, OTTEWELL CENTRE, 590 BROADMOOR 
BLVD, SHERWOOD PARK, 467-4461 Until JAN, affordable 
art for Christmas, suitable for home, office, or gifts. Includes 
‘new works by Deanna Corrigan, Christine Allard, Kaye Acker- 
man, JoAnn Rasmussen, Mary Deeprose, Janice Bonsant, 
and Lynda McAmmond. Hours; Sat 10 am-4 pm (except 
holiday weekends), Thu S-9 pm. Info: Kaye 467 4481. 
MCMULLEN GALLERY 8440-112 ST, UOF A HOSPITAL, 
407-752 Hours: Mon-Fri 10 am-8 pm, Sat-Sun noon-6 pm. 
Admission free. 
MULTICULTURAL CENTRE PUBLIC ART GALLERY 541- 
51ST, STONY PLAIN Hours: dally, 10 am-4 pm. 

NINA HAGGERTY CENTRE 9704-111 AVE., 474-761 Until 






HOT PICK 
Extramaeares Pub tra 
Stops ineode'The fron Horse, 


DEC 3) “Under the influence’ artists vith disabilities present | ert nent Exhibits indude The Body Fantastic, ay ere 


Unique interpretations af people who inspire and influence 
their daily lives. Studio hours: Mon-Fri 10 am-2 pm. Gallery 
hours: Mon, Wed & Fri 9:30 am-2:30 pm, Tue & Thu 9:30 
am-4 pm & 6-8 pm. Info: www.ninahaggertyart.ca 


| OUTOFTHEFIRE STUDIO 12214 JASPER AVE, 378-0240 


Until DEC 15 “Merging Spirits”, stone, metal, and wire 
sculptures by Shumba Ash. Ongoing displays feature 
Zimbabwean stone sculpture, paintings by Alberta artists, 
Romanian blown glassware by lon Tamaian, glass jewelry 
by Braden Hammond, and stoneware pottery. info: www. 
outofthefirestudio.com. 
PETER ROBERTSON GALLERY 1083-112 ST. UntilJANS, 
“Fireworks: Silver and Steel” sculptures by Ista Burns and 
Karen Cantine. Hours: Tue-Sat 10 am-5:30 pm. Info: www, 
probertsongallery.com. 
PETER ROBERTSON GALLERY 2 12304 JASPER AVE, 
455-7479 Until JAN, Group show featuring Alice Techert 
Phil Darrah, Peter von Tiesenhausen, David Janzen, David 
Cantine, Linda Lindemann, Jonathan Forrest, David 
Alexander. Hours: Tue-Sat 10 am-5:30 pm. Info: www, 
probertsongallery.com. 
PICTURE THIS 959 ORDZERD., SHERWOOD PARK Until DEC 
15, group show featuring original oils by Audrey Pfanmuller 
watercolurs by Gregg Johnson, Arctic landscapes by Bern 
Will Brown, Western Canadian landscapes by Roger D. Amdt, 
prairie scenes by Jonn Einerssen, watercolours and oils by 
Brent Heighton, acrylics by Murray Phillips, and Brazilian 
Soapstone sculptures by Vance Theoret. Hours: Daily 9 arm 
5:30 pm. Info: 467-3038 or picturethisgallery.com. 
PLANET ZE DESIGN CENTRE 10055-80 AVE, 428-3499 
Ongoing displays include functional sculpture and jewelry 
by Sandra Sing Femandes, metal sculpture by Linda Maines 
and Bianca Khan, and paintings by Quentin Maki and Tim 
Rechner. 
PORTAL GALLERY 94/4-9) ST,, 702-7522 Until DEC 3) 
“Medley Fields” by Giselle Denis. Hours: Tue-Fri 12-8 pm, 
Sat 12-7 pm. 
PROFILES PUBLIC ART GALLERY 19 PERRON ST,, ST. 
ALBERT, 460-4310 Until DEC 22 “Guilded”, works by artists 
from St. Albert Place Visual Arts Council and St. Albert's 
five art guilds. 
PROVINCIAL ARCHIVES OF ALBERTA 8555 ROPER RD., 
427-1750 Hours: Tues-Sat 9 am-4:30 pm, Wed 9 am-9 pm. 
Info: www.tprc gov.ab.ca/paa. 
ROWLES & CO. LTD. MEZZANINE LEVEL, 
10130-103 ST. 426-4035 Info: www. 
rowles.ca. 
SCOTT GALLERY 1041-124 ST.,, 
488-3619 Until DEC 22 “Christmas 
Treasures”, textile based 
landscapes by Martha Cole, and 
fold-out panoramic watercolour 
landscapes by Robert Sinclair. 
Hours: Tues-Sat 10 am-5 pm. info: 
www. scottgallery.com. 
SCULPTURE STUDIO & GALLERY 
SHERWOOD PARK, 662-4160 Figurative 
and abstract sculpture by Horst D. Info: www. 
horst-sculpture.ca. 
SELFRIDGE POTTERY STUDIO 9844-88 AVE., 439-9296 
Hours: Tlam-Spm. Info: www.selfridgeceramicart.ca 
SNAP GALLERY SOCIETY OF NORTHERN ALBERTA 
PRINT ARTISTS 10309-97 ST. 423-1492 Hours: Tue-Sat 
noon-5 pm. Info: snapfisnapartists.com 
STRATHCONA COUNTY MUSEUM & ARCHIVES 913 ASH 
ST., SHERWOOD PARK, 476-8189 Hours: Mon-Fri 10 am-4 pm. 
Info: www.strathconacounty.museum.c. 
STUDIO GALLERY 1] PERRON ST., ST. ALBERT, 460-5993 
Hours: Tues-Fri 10 am-5 pm, Sat 10 am-4 pm. 
TELUS WORLD OF SCIENCE 1)2/)-142 ST,, 451-3344 Perma- 
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The Greens’ House, Space Place, Discoveryland, and DinoDen 
in the Explorer Gallery. Syncrude Science Stage features Sci- 


| ence Demos, Cryogenics, Electricity, and What Puts The Fizz 
| in Soda Pop? Info: 451-3344, www.odyssium.com. 


TU GALLERY 10718-124 ST, 452-9662 Info: www.tugallery. 
@ 


URBAN ROOTS 10418-82 AVE. 438-7978. 


| VAAAGALLERY VISUAL ARTS ALBERTA ASSOCIATION | 


SRDFL., 10215-112 ST, 421-1731 Until DEC 22 “Passages”, 
photography by Leona Olausen and metal sculpture by 
Audra Schoblocher. Hours: Mon-Fri 10-4pm, Sat 12-4pm. 
WEST END GALLERY 12308 JASPER AVE, 488-4892 Hours: 
Tue-Sat 10 am-5 pm. Info: www.westendgalleryltd.com 
WORKS GALLERY #200, 1025-100 AVE, 426-2122 Hours 
Mon-Fri 12-5 pm. Info: www.theworks.ab.ca. 

ZIEGLER HUGHES GALLERY & SERENDIPITY FRAMING 
9660-90 AVE. 433-0388 Anahuacalli Mexican jewelry & art 
works by Canadian and Mexican artists and artisans. Hours 
Tue & Wed 10 am-6 pm, Thu & Fri 10 am-8 pm, Sat noon-8 
pm, Sun & Mon noon-5 pm. 

ZOCALO 10826-95 ST, 428-0754 International crafts 
artwork, and tropical flowers. Hours: Mon-Wed & Fri 10-6 
pm, Thu 10-9 pm, Sat 9-5 pm, Sun 12-5 pm. 


MUSEUMS 

ALBERTA AVIATION MUSEUM 1/410 KINGSWAY AVE. 45]- 
1175 Edmonton bush pilot display in WWil-era double-wide, 
double-long hangar. Hours: Daily, 10 am-4 pm. 

CANADIAN PETROLEUM DISCOVERY CENTRE LEDUC #1 
DISCOVERY WELL, LEDUC. Guided tours, tailored education 
programs for classes K-12, safety courses and industry 
training, campground, library, and historical archives. Info: 
1-866-987-4323 or www.-pic.org. 

CITY OF EDMONTON ARCHIVES 10440-108 AVE. 
496-8710 Over 50,000 catalogued photographs and slides 
from the 1880s to the present. Two display galleries. Free 
admission. Hours: Weekdays 8:30 am-4:30 pm, 

JOHN WALTER MUSEUM 1066]-9/A AVE, 496-8787 
Admission free, donations gladly accepted. Info: www. 
edmonton.ca/johnwalter 

LOYAL EDMONTON REGIMENT MILITARY MUSEUM 
#118, PRINCE OF WALES ARMOURIES HERITAGE CENTRE. 
10440-108 AVE. Hours: Weekdays, 10 am-4 pm. 

MUSEE HERITAGE 45 ST. ANNE ST, ST. ALBERT, 459-1528 
Hours: Mon-Sat, 10 am-S pm; & Sun, 1-5 pm. Admission by 
donation, suggested donation $2 

ROYAL ALBERTA MUSEUM 12845-102 AVE., 453-9100 Per- 
manent exhibits include “Wild Alberta” exploring Alberta's 
natural habitat; Syncrude Gallery of Aboriginal Culture; The 
Natural History Gallery, examining historic geographical 
changes in Alberta. Hours: Mon-Sun, 9am-Spm. info: www. 
foyalalbertamuseum.ca. 


DANCE 


CONTACT IMPROV JAM @ MILE ZERO DANCE All movers, 
musicians, and artists welcome. Info: 450-3336. 

DANCE MOVES DEC 17, 7-9:30 PM, CITY HALL MAIN FOYER, 
#1 CHURCHILL SQUARE Dance Maves' free charity dance 
Class, collecting donations for the Food Bank. Everyone 
welcome to try out a range of dance styles, including jazz. 
funk, hip hop, latin, and swing. Info: www.dancemoves.ca. 
DANCE OF UNIVERSAL PEACE 2ND & 47H THU EVERY 
MONTH, 7:30 PM. RIVERDALE HALL, 9231-100 AVE. \nfo: 
467-1285. 

THE NUTCRACKER DET 14-16, JUBILEE AUDITORIUM 
Alberta Ballet's celebrated Christmas classic, with some 
unexpected twists, Tickets $32-$84, at TM or the Jubilee 
box office, 


Try 
SEXY Chat 


for 


5 = 


780-665- 0808 


RODA Det CAPOEIRA SATURDAYS, 1-2 PM. CAPOEIRA 
ACADEMY, 10540 JASPER AVE., 709-3500 A free performance 
of Capoeira, a Brazilian mix of dance, martial arts and music, 
invented by African slaves. Info: www.capoeiraedmonton.ca. 
SANTA’S KIDZ DEC 15, 3 PM. MYER HOROWITZ THEATRE, 
SUB, UOF A CAMPUS Third Street Beat joins local hip hop 
ews and dance studios for the annual holiday benefit 
show, proceeds benefit the Make A Wish Foundation and 
the Bissel Centre. Tickets $22, $15 youth 12 and under, at TM. 
Into: www.santaskidz.ca. 


THEATRE 


THE CHRISTMAS CAROL PROJECT DEC 14-22, 8 PM. ROXY 
THEATRE, 10708-124 ST. A musical version of Dickens’ A 
Christmas Carol, featuring Bill Bourne, Terry Morrison, and 
Kenneth Brown. Presented by Brass Monkey Productions. 
Dec 16 matinee 2 pm, no snows Dec 17 & 18. Tickets $30 
advance at TIX, $35 at the door. 

IT'S A WONDERFUL LIFE DET 20-22. 7 PM. VARSCONA 
THEATRE, 10329-83 AVE. Teatro la Quindicina presents a live 
fadio version of Frank Capra's film classic, featuring Le 
Brausen, Jeff Haslam, Davina Stewart, Ron Peders: 
more Teatro favourites. Tickets $25 advance, 433-3399, 
LANGUAGE & CONTENT LAST MON EVERY MONTH, 8 

PM JEKYLL & HYDE PUB 10610-100 AVE. image Theatre's 
monthly series presents readings of new and unproduced 
plays. Food and drink service available. Admission is PWYI 
suggested donation $5, Info: Ryan, 297-3675, or language 
and,content@gmail.com. 

OH SUSANNA! CHRISTMAS SPECIAL DEC 22, |! PM. 
VARSCONA THEATRE, 10329-83 AVE. A seasonal salute to the 
solstice, guided by the enchanting elf Susanna Patchouli. 
Special guests include Darrin Hagen, and a cappella trio 

















arts listings 


| Asani. Info: wwwyarsconatheates com/ohsisanna 


RAPID FIRE THEATRE BEVERY FRI & SAT, 11 PM. VARSCONA 
THEATRE, 10329-83 AVE,, 448-0695 TheatreSports 

Fridays, Chimprov Saturdays. $10 at the door. Info: www. 
rapidfiretheatre.com. 

SINBAD THE SAILOR UNTIL DEC 15, 8 PM, SUN MATINEE 
2PM. WALTERDALE PLAYHOUSE, 10322-63 AVE. Directed 

by Randy Borosky. Tickets $14-$18 at TIX or at the door. 


| Two-for-one Thursdays. 


SOUTH PACIFIC DEC 21-23 & 27-29, JAN 2-5, 7:30 PM. DEC 
26 & JAN |, 2PM. FESTIVAL PLACE, 100 FESTIVAL WAY, 
SHERWOOD PARK Rodgers and Hammerstein's Broadway 
classic. Tickets $27, $15 children, at TM or the Festival Place 
box office, 449-3378. 


LIVE COMEDY 


RAPID FIRE IMPROV VARSCONA THEATRE, 10329-83 AVE. 
448-0695 TheatreSports Fridays 1] pm, Chimprov Saturdays 
Nipm. $10 at the door 

THE COMEDY FACTORY #408, 3414 GATEWAY BLVD. 
469-4999 DEC 13-15 Bob Angeli, Regular showtimes Thu & 
Fri 8:30, Sat 8:30 & 10:30 pm. Info: www,thecomedyfactory. 
com 

THE COMIC STRIP BOURBON ST., WEST EDMONTON MALL 
483-5999 DEC 14-16 Don Friesen, Sean Lecomber, and 
Shawn Gramiak. Hit or Miss Mondays, amateurs compete for 
audience approval. Tuesdays Alternative Comedy Night. 
YUK YUKS LONDONDERRY MALL, 66ST. & 137 AVE, 481 
9657 DEC 13-15 Darryl Lenox, Kevin McGrath, Ben Miner, J.P. 
Fournier, and Ryan Ash. Tuesdays Amateur Night w/ Ben 
Miner. Info: yukyuks.com, 


There is more to Life, Love & Lies 
than just Money Honey’ 
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A Little Story About Roommate A, 
Roommate B, GF, and OG 


SAVAGE LOVE DAN SAVAGE 

YOU MAY NEED SOME SCRATCH 
PAPER IN ORDER TO DIAGRAM 
THE SITUATION IN DAN’S FIRST 
LETTER THIS WEEK 





My two roommates are in the 
same frat. Roommate A and his 
GF have been going out for about 
a year. Roommate A is a great 
guy, but maybe a bit too nice: Re- 
cently, his GF cheated on him and 
he forgave her. Her infidelity did 
not come as a surprise to the rest 
of us. When she’s drunk, she acts 
inappropriately. She gets touchy 
and says suggestive things—it’s 
way beyond friendly flirting. 
Anyway, Roommate B came 
into my room the other night and 
confessed that, a week or so be- 
fore Roommate A's GF cheated on 
him, she propositioned another 
member of his fraternity—let’s 


s ey, | 


780-702-3007 9 


1-900 Pricing Options! g ON the Go? Dial #CLICK™ (#25425) 


CALL NOW 1-900-528-2543 





call him OG (Other Guy)—while 
Roommate A was away. Before 
she started going out with Room- 
mate A, GF and OG fucked. So 
she ran into OG that night and 
flat-out told OG that she wanted 
to fuck him. OG refused, to his 
credit, and relayed the story to 
Roommate B, but swore him to 
secrecy. 

Is it my place to tell Roommate 
A about his GF’s behaviour? I 
don't know OG well enough to 
tell him to tell Roommate A, and 
Roommate B won't tell Room- 
mate A. Everyone agrees that it's 
a fucked-up situation. I mean, 
no one really knows how many 
times GF has fucked around on 
my roommate. What's your take? 

Friend Really Over Strumpet's 

Treachery 


All you've got, FROST, is hearsay— 
what Roommate B told you about 
what OG told him about Roommate 
A's GF—and hearsay isn’t admissible 
in court. But this isn’t a trial, it’s a 
friendship, and sometimes friend- 
ship requires us to pass along hear- 
say and/or highly credible gossip. 
What's that lovely saying that 


Only 79¢/minute, Available on Bell, Rogers™ & Fido 


Wild. Explicit. Tal 


Private and Erotic Chat with Sexy Locals, 


CALL NOW! 


780-702-4489 


¢ Try our 900 number: 1-900-528-1122 at $20/30 min. 
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sometimes drops from the oh-so- 
fuckable mouths of fratboys? Oh, 
yes: Bros before hos. Usually I find 
that phrase offensive and misogy- 
nistic, FROST, but in this instance 
it applies. 

Tell Roommate A what you know. 
If his GF is making passes at ev- 
erything on campus with a cock, 
Roommate A has a right to know 
for the sake of his own health and 
safety. His GF also needs to learn a 
valuable lesson: She’s got to set up 
her cheatin’ game—fuck people out- 
side of her boyfriend's social circle, 
for starters—if she intends to cheat 
on all the men she's with over the 
course of her life. Getting her ass 
dumped for sloppy technique in col- 
lege will help her get her cheating 
act together by the time she marries 
some poor bastard. 

And finally, FROST, there's a 
chance—an outside one—that Room- 
mate A already knows and doesn't 
care, either because he and GF have 
an open relationship or he’s turned 
on by his girlfriend “cheating” on 
him. If Roommate A doesn’t dump 
his GF after you break the news, 
FROST, you're not obligated to in- 
form him about any other trouble 


EDMONTON ~~ 


lavalife’ 


Where singles click” 





his GF gets into. Rest assured, she’s 
telling him all about it while he fucks 
her senseless, 


I'm in my mid-20s and recently 
started sleeping with a coworker 
who is in his late 40s. The sex 
is incredibly hot, but last time I 
spontaneously called him “Dad- 
dy,” and then he started in with 
“You've been a very bad girl” 
stuff—and it really turned us 
on. Afterward, we were a little 
freaked by the idea that we were 
basically evoking the image of a 
father abusing his daughter, Is 
this as creepy as it seems? 
Phreaked In Phoenix 


The power imbalance built into an 
affair with a much older coworker 
weighed on both your minds until— 
ta-da!—out popped daddy/girl stuff 
while you were fucking. So do you 
want to fuck your actual dad now, 
PIP? Does he want to fuck his ac- 
tual daughters, if he has any? If the 
answer to both these questions is 
“no,” then this isn’t a problem. Re- 
member, PIP: He’s not your daddy; 
he's a daddy. 


For four years I've been dating a 
gal who is freaking amazing in al- 
most every way. The other 10 per 
cent of the time she’s the worst 
human I've ever met: super-vio- 
lent, super-dishonest. (She tells 
our friends that I beat her to cover 
up for her violence toward me!) 
I've tried communicating, but she 
gets angry if I try to talk about it. 
I know I can either accept it or 
break up with her, but I was hop- 
ing you'd have a better answer. 
Any ideas? She's far superior to 
most humans I've met in every 
other regard and I want to spend 
the rest of my life with her. 

Sick Of Getting Beaten Up 


Break up with her now, SOGBU. 
Or, fuck, spend the rest of your life 
with this monster if $he’s that won- 
derfuckingful—but go in with both 
(black) eyes open. Being with her 
means being abused. You would be 
a fool to stay with her, under the cir- 
cumstances. But it’s your call, fool. 

Oh, and a woman who will tell 
your friends that you beat her will 
one day tell the same lie to the police, 
SOGBU. Just so you know. 


A while back, I discovered my fi- 
ancé was having an affair, so we 


broke up. Maybe I should have 
laid down specific ground rules 
when we got back together, but 
I still felt betrayed when I found 
out that he was in regular contact 
with the Other Woman. I avoid 
social gatherings that I know the 
Other Woman will be at, but my 
fiancé goes without me. He knows 

I hate it, but he guilts me abou 

not trusting him. I’ve even seen 





her name in his e-mail inbox. (| 
spying—we 
share the same computer.) Am | 
wrong to feel insecure or is my 


wasn't deliberately 


fiancé being insensitive? 
Going On Paranoid 


Your fiancé cheated, GOP, so the 
onus is on him to avoid, within rea 
son, doing things that make you feel 
insecure. Hanging out with the OW 
e-mailing the OW, chatting with the 
OW at parties—he shouldn't be doing 
any of that crap out of simple con 
sideration for your feelings. If you're 
going to marry him, you have to for 
give him and trust him, But he has 
to avoid doing things that give you 
more cause to mistrust him than he’s 
given you already. 

And, finally, he has the nerve to 
guilt you? He sounds like a manipu 
lative, selfish jerk, GOP—which are 
the warning signs of a habitual, se 
rial cheater. Are you sure you wanna 
marry this douche? 


Your recent columns about men, 
women, weight, attraction, and 
honesty were incredible. As a 
strong feminist, I know women 
overwhelmingly bear the brunt 
of sexism in our society, but I fee! 
that the ways that sexism affects 
men, and how this code is main 
tained by social relationships 
between other men as well as 
women, are often marginalized 
Sexism affects us all in some way 
and this week's column did a nail 
on-the-head job showcasing how 
all men are negatively affected 
by sexist patterns. Understand 
ing and accounting for gendered 
interactions between all people 
helps undermine patriarchy be- 
cause the roles we as a society 
impose on one of the two hege 
monic sexes are diametrically op 
posed in the other. Great job. 
Feminism Is Great Healthy Though! 


I don’t know what the fuck you'r 

talking about, FIGHT, but thanks 

for sharing. For more letters abou! 

men, women, weight, attraction, 

and honesty go to www.thestranger 
com/savage/honesty. 

Download Savage Lovecas' 

(my weekly podcast) every Tuesday a! 

www.thestranger.com/hard2 

mail @savagelove.ne! 
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SEX DIRTY BOOKS | 889 words 


Sex Advice From Nancy Drew? 


| 


E 


My MESSY BEDROOM JOSEY VOGELS 

WHO WOULD HAVE IMAGINED 
THAT THE VIRGINAL TEEN 
SLEUTH WAS SUCH A FONT 
OF WISDOM REGARDING 
RELATIONSHIPS? 





| could never figure out why we have 
to be naughty or nice at Christmas 
Why can’t we be both? To that end, 
here are a few book selections for 
everyone on your list: the naughty, 
the nice, the single, the divorced, the 
Nancy Drew fans, the wankers, and 
the people just looking for a three- 
some 


Real Life Romance: Everyday Wis- 
dom on Love, Sex, and Relationships 
y Leah Garchik with illustrations 
y Miguel Gallardo (Chronicle) 

“That's two regular hookers and 
four midgets?’ —gents planning 
achelor party at a Mexican restau- 
ranit.” As an avid eavesdropper, I just 
ove the snippets of conversation 
one hears on the bus and in restau- 
rants, bars, and cafés. | just wish I'd 
been smart enough to write them all 
down and collect them into a book 





This compilation of overheard con- 
yersation snippets speaks volumes 
about modern love. Plus, it’s just 
plain funny. 


Getting Off: A Woman's Guide To 
Masturbation by Jayme Waxman , 
foreword by Betty A. Dodson (Seal) 

Yes, it's true: some of us still aren't 
comfortable doing it. And shocking 
but also true: some of us don’t actu- 
ally know how. But even if you are 
a seasoned solo artist, there's always 
room for improvement and new 
things to learn. Like, do you know 
where your AFE Zone is? Or how 
many nerve endings are in the cli- 
toris? (If you do, send your answers 
to letters@joseyvogels.com for a 
chance to win a copy of this book— 
although I'm not sure whether you 
need it.) 


The Threesome Handbook: A Prac- 
tical Guide to Sleeping With Three 
by Vicki Vantock (Thunder's Mouth 
Press) 

What with all the letters I get ask- 
ing me how to arrange a threesome, 
Ishould order me a truckload of this 
book and send it out with every in- 
quiry. Don't be fooled by the cheesy 
cover; this really is a practical guide 


DRUGS A PROBLEM? 
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425-2715 © www.ca-northab.org 








to sleeping with three that covers 
everything from finding a perfect 
third, “navigating freakouts,” cho- 
reographing three bodies, and what 
to do if a three-way turns into love 


Boobs: A Guide to Your Girls by Elis- 
abeth Squires (Seal) 

Like masturbation, you wouldn't 
think we'd need help with our boobs 
But just because we got 'em doesn't 
mean we know everything about 
them. For example, do you know at 
what age women’s breasts stop grow- 
ing? (Send your answers to letters@ 
joseyvogels.com for a chance to win 
a copy.) From buying the right bra to 
breast cancer to testing your “boob 
IQ,” this is your quintessential guide 
to your “sweater kittens.” 


The Divorced Girls’ Society: Your 
Initiation Into the Club You Never 
Thought You'd Join by Vicki King, 
Jennifer O'Connell (Adams Media) 

For all the advice on how to get 
into a relationship and how to make 
it work when you get there, there is 
little information out there on how to 
cope when the whole thing ends up 
in the crapper. From how to “go pub- 
he” with a divorce to how to enjoy 
the holidays, get through Valentine's 
Day, and know when you're ready to 
get back on the horse and date again, 
this guide will see you through 


Singled Out: How Two Million 
Women Survived Without Men Af- 
ter the First World War by Virginia 
Nicholson (Penguin/Viking) 

If you think single women today 
have it rough, consider yourself 
lucky you weren't British and solo 
after WWI when three-quarters of 
a million soldiers died and as many 
more were left incapacitated. With- 
out enough men to go around, the 
“Surplus Women” were created. This 
is their fantastically well-researched 
and fascinating story. It'll give any 
modern-single gal hope 


The Official Nancy Drew Handbook: 


Skills, Tips & Life Lessons From 
Everyone's Favorite Girl Detective by 
Penny Warner (Quirk) 

Who needs _psychobabble-filled 
self-help books when you can get 
all the relationship advice you need 
from Ms. Drew? Nancy 
how to tell a good guy from a bad 


knows 


guy and how to keep romance alive 
when you've been together forever. 
All this plus advice on how to tame 
a wild horse, what to do when your 
canoe leaks, and how to service your 
car when your brakes are cut. What 


questchat.con 





more does a girl need? Except may- 
be a Nancy Drew parody. Confes 
sions of a Teen Sleuth; A Parody by 
Chelsea Cain (Bloomsbury) features 
all your favourite Nancy Drew char- 
acters in a tale of “real” teen-sleuth 
ife, complete with secret romances 


and minor drinking problems 


And for the very naughty on your 
ist, try giving them a couple of se 
lections from director Candida Roy- 


alle, whose realistic, playful, and 
sexy approach is a breath of fresh 
air amongst the usual male-centric 
porn fare. Under the Covers takes a 





aumourous look at women who live 


and re 


and work in the sex industry 





veals that what these wome 


cA 

Sex 
to the public isn’t always what they 
are in private. AfroDite Superstar is 
the first ethnically diverse feature to 
Chocolat, 


a new division of Royalle’s Femme 


come out under Femme 


Productions and this playful, sexy 
romp was just nominated for seven 





Adult Video News awards including 
Best Director for Venus Hottentot 
Both titles available through co 
measyouare.com 

And for those who like their smut 
in literary form, Naughty or Nice 
Christmas Erotica (edited by Alison 
Taylor) 
(edited by Violet Blue) are two fabu 


and Best Women's Erotic '08 
lous new collections of erotica from 
Cleis Press 


Have a naughty xxxmas 
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1 Coming Events 


130. Coming Events 


Main on Whyte 
NEW 


Arts & Crafts Market 
Saturday & Sunday 


Year Round 
10 am to 4 pm 
10568-82 Avenue 
For booking info 
Call 436-8538 


UNRESERVED CLOSEOUT for 
Fountain Tire, Bow Island, Alber- 
ta. 7 Ave. on Hwy. 3, Saturday, 
Dec. 15/2007, 10 a.m. Trucks, 
shop equipment, tools, misc. 
1-800-251-1441; wwwilindstran- 
dauctions.com. 


190. Announcements 


JOIN NOW! Want to keep your 
guns, your sport, your heritage, 


get into the game. Become a Ca- 
nadian Shooting Sports Associa- 


tion member today. 
1-888-873-4339; ww.cdnshoo- 
tingsports.org. 

LEE Personals 


EyeScoops.com totally free per- 
sonal ads, all lifestyles. 


Tri-curious? Us two! Attractive 
prof. couple seeking 25-40 y.o. 
female tor close encounters of 
the 3rd kind. jodywy@ yahoo.com 


200. Business/Invest. Oppo 


#1 GOURMET CANDY business. 
Nothing like it. Great opportunity 
to get a head start in this billion 
dollar industry. Part-time busi- 
ness; www, loonievend.ca. 


AAIM LOANS. Money now. Over 
the phone approvals. Debt con- 


solidation, first, second, third, 
equipment, mobile, builder. Inter- 
im. Anywhere in Alberta. 
780-484-5834. Fax: 
780-484-7345. 


AMAZING NEW PRODUCT $ 
Energiser Vending $ Toonles 
only = highest profits! Huge in- 
come potential! Protected territo- 
ties! For free brochure and sam- 
ples call 1-800-661-1832; 
www.energiservending.com. 


IAN'S NAVAJO MUG business 
for sale. Exclusive, thriving, inter- 
nationally known destination hot- 
spot. Cappuccino and gift shop 
on busy Hwy 22. Open 9 
months/year. 403-933-0007. 


NEED EXTRA CASH? Geta 
$1000/ week at home stuffing 
envelopes. Rush self addressed 
stamped envelope to Box 3861, 
Spruce Grove, AB T7X 3B1 


NEED MONEY FAST. Immediate 
approval. Credit, age, income are 
no barriers, debt consolidation, 
interim financing, home  pur- 
chase, small business start-up. 


Consolidated Mortgage and 
Loans. Members BBB 
1-780-452-5858. 

400. Courses/Classes 


Make money with your voice! Any 
level. Workshops, demos, private 
available. 718-4394 or 
www.creatingvoices.ca 





400. Courses/Classes 


Teach English 
Overseas 
TESOL Certified 5 Days 


In-Class/Online/Corresp. 


Job Overseas 
Guaranteed! 


FREE Info Seminar. 
Tuesday @ 7pm, 
10037B - 82 St. 


1-888-270-2941 
globaltesol.com 


9700. Support Groups 


Had Enough? 
Cocaine Anonymous 425-2715 


410. Education/Training 


START YOUR CAREER in the 
Meat Processing Industry. In 19 


weeks, you will learn meat 
cutting, slaughter, meat safety, 
merchandising, and sausage 


making techniques. Call Olds 
College 1-800-661-6537. or 
www.oldscollege.ca. 


STUDY MASSAGE THERAPY 
every third weekend starting in 
January. Five different campuses 
throughout Alberta. Gel your 
RMT, funding available. Apply 
now. Phone 1-877-768-8400; 
www.albertamassagetrain- 
Ing.com. 


THERE IS a critical shortage of 
medical transcriptionists through- 
out North America. Work from 
home or on-site. 99% graduate 
employment rate. Start your MT 
training today! Contact Can- 
Scribe Career Centre now for a 
free information package. 
1-800-466-1535; www.can- 
scribe.com; info@canscribe.com. 


1005 Help Wanted 


HOMEWORKERS NEEDED! TO 
ASSEMBLE PRODUCTS, stuff- 
ing envelopes, mailing/process- 
ing circulars, on-line computer 


work available. Up to 
$1500/week, no experience 
needed. FREE information at 


www.WorkFromHome-Job.com 
Reference 6-410. 


HOSPITALITY CONSULTANT/ 
EVENT PLANNER. Part time to 
start. Work from home. Perfect 
for stay-at-home Moms, Unique 
opportunity. karen @theevent 
coordinators. com 


New location of Oodle Noodle 
Box at West End (10009 - 170 
Street) looking for cook, cashier 
and cook helper. $10/hr and up, 
depending on the experience. 
Contact Phuong 930-1884, or 
902-6682. 
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1005. Help Wanted 


Top Dollars for Top People 
Bartenders/Service People 
Occasional Work. Unique Oppor- 
tunity. Please email: 
mail@theeventcoordinators.com 


1500. Help Wanted — Alta. 


A PHONE DISCONNECTED? 
Now offering free hookups! Eve- 
ryone approved! Great long dis- 
tance rates! Bundled packages 


now available! Call _ today! 
1-877-852-1122. Protel Recon- 
nect. 





ALWAYS DREADING Monday? 
Work from home. An opportunity 
fo eam executive level income. 
Average people using a simple 
system. Commission based. Call 
1-877-822-4697;  www.wealthan- 
dabundance. biz. 





AMBERFIELD FARMS operates 
a large, modem grain farm in SW 
Saskatchewan. Currently seeking 
an agrologist, mechanic, and 
equipment operators for full-time 


employment. Contact Brett 
306-778-3582 or fax resume 
906-778-3938; — b.wellsch@xplor- 
net.com. 


ATTENTION: Agricultural Jour- 
neyman Parts and Service Tech- 
nicians. Did you know the John 
Deere Industrial Equipment deal- 
ers pay up to 30% more in hourly 
wages? Why not join the Brandt 
Tractor team at one of our 5 loca- 
tions in Alberta or 21 locations 
across Western Canada, We are 
also seeking resident technicians 
in Drayton Valley, Lac La BICHE, 
Wainwright, Athabasca, Cold 
Lake, Bonnyville and Wetaskiwin. 
Brandt has been recognized as 
one of Canada's top 50 Managed 
Companies for the past 3 years. 
If you want a great career with a 
fapidly growing and dynamic 
company, send your resume to: 
Brandt Tractor Ltd. Attention: 
Greg Davidson, 10630 - 176 St., 
Edmonton, AB, TSS 1M2. Fax 
780-489-6891; cborn@ brandt- 
tractor.com 


CHEAPER THAN SCROOGE! 
Telephone Reconnect First 
month only $24.95 + connection 
fee. Free voicemail with connec- 
tion! No credit checks, fast con- 
nections! Phone Factory Recon- 
nect 1-877-336-2274; www.pho- 
nefactory.ca. 


CHEAPEST RATES. Switch for 
free and save your dollars. $10. 
first month plus activation. Cheap 


unlimited long distance (most 
areas). Easy Reconnect 
1-877-446-5877. 


CLASS #1 tank truck drivers with 
off road experience. Catered 
camp job. Two weeks on and one 
week off. Full-time. Fax resume 
with references: 780-523-5833. 


Do you have an eye for image 
and detail? Are you able to multi 
task and handle daily challeng- 
es? Can you adapt easily to the 
moving and ever changing envi- 
ronment that this position will pro- 
vide? Do you have what it takes 
to be the new Maxxium Promo- 
tions Coordinator? 

If you said yes to all of those 
questions, please send your re- 
sume to careers.ca@maxx- 
jum.com and let us know why 
you are the person that we are 
looking for. 


EXPERIENCED Interprovincial 
Welding and Automotive Me- 
chanic Instructors required - 
share your knowledge. NAIT at 
Fairview, Alberta looking for in- 
Structors - training available. Call 
1-888-999-7882. See our website 
for more details at 
www.nait.ca/hr/careers. 


HEAVY DUTY MECHANIC re- 
quired for winter months (pos- 
sible year round work). Certified 
preferred, will consider experi- 
enced as well, Competitive wag- 
es. Please email resume to: 
ddeynaka @ buchananlumber.ca 
or fax to 780-523-5910. 


INSULATORS. Currently _ hiring 
journeyman and entry level in- 
dustrial insulators. Offering com- 
petitive wages and benefit pack- 


age. Fax resume to 
403-887-0921 or email: ‘insula- 
tors @telus.net. 


1500. Help Wanted — Alta. fag1600. Volunteers Wanted 


JOHN DEERE dealership re- 
quires experienced Technicians. 
Pay to $31/hour, plus signing bo- 
nus, moving allowance, benefit 
package and a life style choice 
second to none! Call Murray or 
Randy at Ranchers Supply in 
Pincher Creek, Alberta, 
1-800-565-0362. 


DISTRESS LINE, Youthone.com 
Crisis Chat volunteers get excel- 
lent training, career-related skill 
development, rewarding experi- 
ence and ensure those in need 
will have someone there to 
listen when life hurts. Call the 
Support Network 732-6648 or 
www.thesupportnetwork.com 





JOURNEYMAN AUTOMOTIVE 
Technician with Ford transmis- 
sion certification required at King- 
land Ford, Yellowknife, NT. Ap- 
proximately $100,000/year (de- 
pending on certifications). Full 
benefits, relocation assistance. 
Contact Phone 
867-920-9221;  doug@kingland- 
ford.com. 





LIVE-IN CARETAKER/Handy- 
man or couple required, 7 room 
hotel with cafe and pub. Part-time 
cook/server also required. 
780-918-3044 or email; chipman- 
hotel @ hotmail.com. 


LOCKSMITH REQUIRED in 
Kamloops, BC. Family business 
for 82+ years, seeking trade 
qualified Locksmith, Full-time for 
commercial, industrial and _resi- 
dential. Negotiable salary, attrac- 
tive benefits. Fax security |i- 
cence, drivers abstract to 
250-372-0253 or email: browns- 
repair @telus.net 


NAHANNI CONSTRUCTION Lid. 
is a leading General Contractor in 
Nunavut and the Northwest Terri- 
tories seeking an experienced 
Project Manager and/or Con- 
struction Manager for immediate 
employment. A minimum of 10 
years experience is required. We 
offer a full benefit package and 
salary’s negotiable depending on 
experience and qualifications. 
Please email: kevin@Nahan- 
niNCL.com with your resume or 
for further information. 





PROFESSIONAL DRIVERS 
wanted, Good wages, benefits. 
Must possess valid Class 1 or 
Class 3 Jicence, clean driver's ab- 
stract, H2S and first aid tickets. 
Please apply with resume and 
abstract to 403-223-8199. You 
must be available for a phone in- 
terview if required 


REPORTER REQUIRED. Great 
staff, room for advancement, fun 
team. Apply to: Wetaskiwin 
Times Advertiser, Box 6900, We- 
taskiwin, AB, T8A 2G5 or email: 
bbentt@teluspianet.net. 


Ever thought volunteering was for 
the dogs? Try volunteering with 
your pet - call Deanna 413-4682 
(www. pettherapysociety.com) 





Ghost Writer. Help a brain-injured 
woman, mid 40's, write her life 
story. Volunteer with good listen- 
ing skills, writing skills and com- 
puter skills wanted. Commitment: 
2 hrs/wk for 4-6 months or project 
completion. Old Strathcona area. 
Ellen @ 432-1137, ext. 362. 





Heart Campaign: Kit assemblers, 
between now and February 2008 
we need you! Suit your schedule 
days/evenings/or weekends. If 
you are available for three (3) or 
more hours per week, for three or 
more weeks, call the Heart & 
Stroke Foundation now and ask 
for Karen or Laura at 451-4545. 


HELP to broadcast news nationally 
for the blind and print- 

restricted! Email: edmonton@ 
voiceprintcanada.com, 451-8331 


HOME CARE volunteers visit 
isolated neighbors, go for walks, 
help with errands, Call Capital 
Health Home Care 496-1300 


Homework Tutors. Homework 
help is needed for children & 
youth in care who require a 
stable support to ensure their 
academic success. 1.5 hrs/week, 
evenings or weekends. Staff sup- 
port. Various locations. Ellen 

@ 432-1137, ext. 362. 


Literacy Reading Tutors! Tutors 
needed to assist adults with 
disabilities leam basic reading 
and writing skills. Tutor training, 
materials, and support provided. 
1-to-1 matches, flexible hours, 
1-2 hrs/wk. Various city loca- 
tions. Ellen @ 432-1137, ext. 
362. 


Make a difference in your com- 
munity...ElderCare Edmonton is 
looking for volunteers to help with 
daily activities such as crafts, 
card games and socializing, If 
you can spare a few hours each 
week and would like to have fun, 
call 434-4747 Ext.4 





RETIRED? Care for vacant prop- 
erties part-time only, in your area. 
Including; Clean-up, grass cutting 
and snow clearing. Houseguard 
toll free 1-800-355-2511 


SEEKING A CAREER 
Community Newspaper _ busi- 
ness? Post your resume for 
FREE right where the publishers 
are looking. Visit! www.aw- 
na.convresumes_add. 


in the 


SERVICE ADVISOR. Our client, 
@ prominent GM dealership in 
Kamloops, BC has an opening 
for you. Two years experience, 
personality and attitude to work 
with their team and clients. Excel- 
lent salary and benefits. View de- 
tails at Excel Personnel; www.ex- 
cal.be,ca. 


VAC TRUCK DRIVERS for rig 
work. Experience drivers pre- 
ferred. Must have 18 speed ex- 
perience. Minimum Class 3 li- 
cence, Top wages, benefits. Fax 


resume/abstract 403-548-8136; 
780-416-1498. 
1600. Volunteers Wanted 


CANADIAN BLOOD SERVICES 
\s looking for enthusiastic volun- 
teers. Flexible shifts. Rewarding 
experience that helps saves 
lives. Please call 431-8740. 


Dec, 20 & 21 Daytime Volunteers 
required tor Christmas Bureau 
events. Call Lana @ 414-7682. 


Depot volunteers and drivers 
needed by Wecan Food Basket 
Society (Inglewood, Clareview, 
Eastwood areas). Please call 
413-4525, 


Do you like to drive? Volunteer to 
drive frail but walking seniors 
around Edmonton. Daytime 
Mon-Fri. We Pay the gas! 
732-1221 


Mentors for Children & Youth. Be 
a friendly mentor to chil- 
dren/youth living in group care. 
Caring adults needed to share 
time and interests. 2 hours/week, 
evenings or weekends. Various 
locations. Ellen @ 432-1137, ext. 
362. 


1600. Volunteers Wanted 


VOLUNTEERS NEED YOUR 
Leftover Wool and Extra Knitting 
Needles to knit warm items for 
other newly arrived immigrants. 
Call Lucia 424-3545, ext 230. 


VOLUNTEERS NEEDED! To as- 
sist new immigrants on a first 
time shopping trip for essentials. 
2-3 hrs. occasional, weekdays. 
Call Judy 424-3545 ext 249, 


VOLUNTEERS NEEDED! To 
help Somali children with home- 
work. Begins in September. 2 
Eves/wk. Northside location. Call 
Judy 424-3545, ext 249. 


VOLUNTEERS NEEDED! To 
teach English to adult immi- 
grants. Flexible day/eve., 
days/wkends, 3-4hrs/wk. No 
exp. req.,various locations, Call 
Judy 424-3545 ext. 249 


Walking Coaches. Get fit and 
have fun walking and socializing 
with a small group of adults with 
developmental disabilities, living 
independently in the community. 
Walking is preceded by sup- 
per/snack together. 5:30 pm-8;30 
pm, every second Friday at 
Westmount Mall. Staff support 
provided. Ellen at 432-1137, ext. 
362, 


2005. Artist to Art 


ArtsHab Studio Gallery 2008 Call 
to Enter. Group Shows. Deadline 
= December 17. Phone Tim - 423 
2966, 





Brooklyn's Lounge is looking 
for local bands to play Thurs- 
day nights. Earn money. For 
info call Jordan 994-8172 or 
email 

jordan @ brooklynslounge.com 


DEADLINE FOR REGISTRA- 
TION EXTENDED 

Want to produce a play yourself? 
Stage Struck accepting registra- 
tions until Dec 15, 2007. For 
more info contact Mary Ellen 
Perley at 481-3716 or email at 
mperley@shaw.ca 





The Children’s Educational Safe- 
ty Services in partnership with 
Santas Anonymous requires the 
following Volunteers/Artists to 
help with mall promotions: 
Clowns, Storytellers, Children 
Entertainers, Balloon Artists, etc. 
Supplies provided, Please call 
Laura at 907-5459 If you can 
help. 


2010. Musicians Available 


5 piece pearl drum kit, black in 
color for sale. Cheap. Only miss- 
ing kick drum pedal. Derek 
454-5764, 


Bassist available for retro cover 
band. 50's/60's/70's/80's Derrick 
918-7413, 





Seniors Recreation Activity 
Aides. Volunteers needed to par- 
ticipate in recreation activities 
(crafts, scrap booking, bingo, 
baking, etc.) with disabled female 
seniors living in new extended 
care facility in north east Edmon- 
ton. On-site support provided. 
Daytime or evening placements 
available, 2 hours/week. Ellen @ 
432-1137, ext. 362. 


Social companion for senior lady, 
clerical/light housekeeping, ma- 
ture student/55+ person, valid 
driver's license required, resume. 
Please phone 453-8064. 


Take advantage of this volunteer 
experience of a lifetime! Become 
a friend to a NEW Canadian and 
share a life changing experience. 
Contact Dulari at 474-8554 


Theater Network is looking for 
theater usher or concession vol- 
unteers, get free tickets. Call 
453-2440, 


Volunteer for Theatre Network 
and Get Free tickets to any Per- 
formance! Call Elisa @ 453-2440 
for Info. 


VOLUNTEER TUTORS needed. 
Can you read this? Many can't! 
Become a tutor and share the gift 
of reading. Call P.A.L.S. at 
424-5514 to help change a life 
through literacy. Training and 
materials are provided. 


VOLUNTEERS NEEDED FOR 
clerical duties, Call Judy 
424-3545. ext 249. 


Bassist seeks retro cover band. 
Rock/country/funk/soul/r&b. 
Derrick @ 918-7413 


Composer/Songwriter. Interest- 
ed in creating soundtrack mu- 
sic/fx for short film ect.. 
Dan@929-8688 


Country —singer/songwriter/rhythm 
player looking for a band or other 
musicians to form band. Phone 
Rob at 499-4705. 


drummer, new to edmonton, 
seeks serious projects. love driv- 
ing-rhythmic 

indie/pop/rock/new wave. experi- 
enced, young, dream kit, van. 
862 3915 


.«!DRUMMER::.. Now Available. 
+Mature and dedicated, 16 years 
Experience with 10 years live 
performance experience and 
many studio sessions including 
tours with a Canadian artist 
awarded artist of the year. Offer- 
ing: Complete professional equip- 
ment, harmony vocals and 
available for touring. looking for 
professional situations, Able and 
open minded to all genera but for 
reference I'm looking for Hard/Al- 
ternative rock and rock/classic 
Country. www, kurtiskopp.comt 
liquidvoltage @ hotmail.comt 
(964-5099) email preferred. 


Due to cancellation, versatile 
band available for New Years 
Eve. Contact Nigel at 434-0135. 


Hack guitar players seeks musi- 
cal endevor. Darren 909-1993. 
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1600. Volunteers Wanted 


Professional vocalist looking ,, 
start classic rock cover band s. 





rious inquiries only. Ne eld 
267-7464. j 
SHRUNKEN COMPETITION? — 


No B.S Musician, still waiting {o, 
talented, likewise. To Kick-Ass 
on Edmonton's Pathetic Musi: 
Scene... Jason 233-8758 


2020. Musicians Wanteg 


Adamantia seeks metal lead qu 
tarist. Must be committed/re 
liable. See bandmix.ca/adaman. 
tia and email 
adamantia.band@ hotmail.com 


Bass player wanted to relocate jy 
Medicine Hat, to join Dead Man's 
Train. Long hair, 30+. 
403-504-5135 


Childred of Bodom Cover proja 
\s looking for Drums, Bass, and 
Vocals. Must be GOOD! 
uke_s@hotmail.com 


Drummer and Bass needed !o; 
“Children of Bodom® Cover Pr 
ject. must be GOOD and willing 
to know COB songs. email 
uke_s@hotmail.com 


CWT 


M\ASIC 


Recording Studio 
$132 / Song 
For a 5 Piece Band 


457-6495 


Exp. Vocalist Seeks Orginal 
Rock Band. Infl. S.1.P., A INC 
1.M.E. O.LP. ETC. Pro And Ded 
cated Only 996-3571. 





Experienced singer needed for 
professional metal band. Able \: 
tour. Influences: SYL, Misery Sig 
nals, Unearth. Serious Inquiries 
only, Jeff 932-3342. 


FORMER MEMBERS OF BAD 
SEED. Looking for experienced 
30+ singer/guitar player. 
477-3708. 


Keyboardist required for a exper: 
mental pop rock group. Disc in 
progress. Derrick @ 918-7413 


New BASS PLAYER needed for 
established progressive indie 
rock band. And we're nice peo- 
ple! 887-0221 


2040. Music Instruction} 


Guitar lessons - All Ages and 
Styles - 20 yrs. Experience. Visi 
www.guitarinstructor.ca or call 
Billy 490-6169. 


2070. Studio/Rehearsal Spact 


REHEARSAL SPACES for rent 
Clean, 24 hour access. Call Brad 
@ 439-1889. 


Arie Dance 


Learn Ballroom/Country/Lat- 
in/Swing dance. Professional In- 
struction.¢ No partner req'd. Pri- 
vate Lessons Available.t 
995-5149 Wedding Prep. 


2200. Massage Therap) 


Chinese traditional body & fee! 
deep tissue massage by regis 
tered massage therapist. 
443-6221. 11639-97 St. 

a eres Sas ee 
MOBILE SPA THERAPY & 
INCALL BODYWORK. — by Sue 
Quality Massage Therapy in 4 
1st Rate Downtown Space. 
(Mobile Avail.) Good Heart 
Good Hands & Good Listene’ 
(Feel free to Vent!) 428-1965 oF 
920-1965. 
























PLEASE NOTE THAT 
THESE ARE 
PROFESSIONAL 
MASSAGE THERAPY 
BUSINESSES AND ARE 
STRICTLY NON-SEXUAL 


Relaxation Massage integrating 
into Accupressure, Aromathera- 
py, Reflexology. A Gift for your 
good health and well being. 
Janina (780)t238-8108 
Centre 82 #103 8925-82 Ave, 
Edmonton 


RELAXATION MASSAGE. 
Outcall. Leena (780)718-6753. 
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200. Massage Therapy 


SWEDISH-CALIFORNIAN 
sage. 20 years experience. 
(ld Strathcona. Also evenings 
and weekends. Almasta 
F 405-8765 





> 
Transformational Massage, 
Janta Massage, Sexological 
Bodywork with a 20 year 
experienced licensed therapist 
Janet Lee 780-633-6623 
www.secretsoftantra.com 


010 Auctions 


SURPLUS EQUIPMENT Disper- 
sal Festival Ford, 7130 - 50 Ave., 
Red Deer, Tuesday, December 
18, 11 a.m. 10-2000 Bend Pak 
12 and 15,000 Ib 2 -post automo- 
tive hoists, oll change hoist, 2 - 
Devilbiss 15 hp a/compressors, 
air dryer, Hercules 3000 car 
wash, brake lathes, and more. 
See www.montgomeryauc- 
tions.com or call 1-800-371-6963. 












































a Sees 
THINKING AUCTION? Guaran- 
tee your results with Ritchie Bros. 
Auctioneers. Whether it's equip- 
ment, real estate, livestock or a 
complete farm dispersal. Contact 
us today! 1-800-491-4494; rbauc- 
tion.com. 


21 Misc. For Sale 


#1 A STEEL Building Sale! Save 
up to 60% on your new garage, 
shop, warehouse. 6 colours 
available! 40 year warranty! Free 
shipping for the first 20 callers! 
1-800-457-2206; www.crown- 
steelbuildings.com. 





2007 GREY CUP Game Balls 
* showing the Grey Cup logo and 
the date, teams, score and ve- 
que. Only 500 footballs available. 
$200. each. To order yours, go 
online to www.dashtours.com or 
call Dash Tours at 
1-800-265-0000. 


ADULT NOVELTIES: Online 
shopping at www.SensualSe- 
crets.Org. Large selection, low 
prices and fast discreet delivery. 
Have a Pleasure Party or be a 
Consultant and make §. 
1-888-220-2204. 


AFFORDABLE PHONE Recon- 
nection. Bad credit - no problem! 
Call Tembo Telecom and ask 
aboul our new customer special. 
Sign up online and save $20. 
1-877-266-6398; www.tembo.ca 


ALLIED STEEL provides tumkey 
building solutions. We make sure 
your entire building project is 
managed from concept through 
completion. 1-877-35-STEEL 
(7-8336), Mention this ad for free 
shipping! 


ALUMINUM SNOW and Tri 
‘Sports; haul snowmobiles, 
quads, cars. Charmac quality has 
Never been so affordable. Don 
i Laing Trailers. Hwy's #12 and 








#53 Ponoka Overpass. 
1-888-210-8400. 
ANAHEIM DUCK TICKETS. 


Thursday, December 27. $199. 
each upper deck or $249, each 
for lower deck tickets. Deluxe 
pre-game dinner, a private en- 
trance. Tickets and delivery in- 
cluded. These tickets are for fans 
in rural Alberta/NWT only. Call 
Dash Tours at 1-800-265-0000. 


210. Misc. For Sale 


BED, QUEEN, orthopedic Pillow- 
top mattress/box-spring New, 
still in plastic. Full warranty, Cost 
$1100.; sell $375. KING size, ex- 
tra-thick, cost $1550.; sell $650 
Will deliver. 403-371-1400. 


BUILDINGS FOR SALE! “Rock 
bottom prices!" 25 X 30 now 
$5,100. 25 X 40 $6,400, 30 X 40 
$7,400. 35 X 50 $9,990. 35 X 70 
$13,790. 40 X 80 $16,900. Oth 
ers. Canadian manufacturer 
since 1980. 1-800-668-5422 


DIESEL PICKUP performance 
best prices: Triple Dog Tuners 
$525. Intake kits from $265. Ex- 
haust kits from $301. Buy with 
strong loonie today. DSG Cana- 
da 1-800-667-6879. 


HOT TUB 2007. New still in plas- 
tic wrap, Ozonator, full warranty. 
Cost $8,500. sacrifice for $4,200, 
Call 780-265-2426, 


HOT TUB/SPA 2007 - All op 
tions, with cover, 2007 model 
with full warranty. Brand new, still 
in wrapper. Cost $8,900. Sacri- 
fice $3,800. Call 403-663-9767 


LOVE POTIONS Gadgets 
Gifts for home and Hearth. Many 
unique and hard to find; 
www.christmasstoreand- 
more.com. 1-877-904-9787. 


240. Travel/Trade 
ALL INCLUSIVE PACKAGES. 
Book online at www.canadatra. 


vels.com and save more on your 
vacations. Use code NCA74327 
for discount or call us toll free at 
1-800-563-5722 








BREAK THE WINTER in sunny 
Mexico, Enjoy seven days in San 
Miguel de Allends and 
Mexico's true persona 
30 February 
647-892-4052 

da2mexico,convtours. 


FOR SALE. Rodent proof 40’ and 


discover 
January 
6. Telephone 

www.cana- 

















20' sea containers. 5’ X 10’ corral 
panels starting at $55. 
403-226-1722 403-540-4164 
1-866-517-8335; www.magnates- 
teel.com. 

HEATED CANOLA WANTED. 
Buying green, damaged, spring 
thrashed canola...Buying wheat, 


barley, oats and peas for feed 
“On farm pickup." Westcan Feed 
& Grain 1-877-250-52 


9003. Real Estate M 


20' WIDES on sale now! 3 and 4 
bedroom clearance. Many floor- 
plans to choose from including 
home theatre rooms. Best Buy 
Homes, 1-877-396-5564 











Make your Christmas Party spe- 
cial! To rent or to buy: Deluxe 
Santa Claus, full suit. Brenda Lee 
474-0413 

www.rodeodrive.ca 


MEMORY FOAM orthopedic mat- 
tresses, NASA technology. Com- 
pare to $1500. retail value - King 
$499. Queen $399. (twin, double 
king sizes available). Healthrest, 
10821 - 182 St., Edmonton. 
1-888-420-7378. 


METAL SIDING/ROOFING. Best 
prices! 32” VRIB/36" Toughrib 
299a. Galvalume $.69 sq. ft 
Stock and S/O Colours $.89 sq 
ft. 25/30 year warranty. ALTA- 
WIDE Builders Supplies 
1-888-263-8254. 


NO MONEY DOWN! Dell com- 
puters! LCD TV's. *Credit builder. 
Almost everyone approved. 
Quick delivery. No deposit ever! 
*(Must earn $1500.+ employed) 
Order now. 1-877-226-0660; 
www.nationalcomputersdi- 
rect.com, 


POOL TABLE 1” 3 piece slate, 8 
ft. Professional Series, Solid 
wood with all accessories. Brand 
New, still boxed. Cost $6800. Sell 
$1950. 403-266-0979, 





POOL TABLE 1” slate, never 
used, with all accessories, Cost 
$6500. Sacrifice for $1790. Call 
780-265-2426. 


THE BEST CHRISTMAS gift ev- 
er! Keep your taxe$ for 2007, by 
over 35%. Deadline is December 
19, 2007. Investments double 
your money in five years. Call 
Now, toll free 1-888-855-8187. 


2007 MODELS Modulars/Manu- 
factured Homes. Edmonton's 
largest display centre. Selection 
of layouts and decors. Immediate 


delivery. Jande! Homes 
1-800-463-0084 13455 Fort 
Road, Edmonton; wwwijandel- 
homes.com. 





BY PROPOSAL - Prime residen- 
tial development property 
available. Westcreek lots in the 
growing community of Neepawa 
Manitoba. For more information 
call 204-476-7615. Visit 
http://www. neepawa.ca/pro- 
file/econ.asp. 


CROSS COUNTRY Modular 
Homes. Year End Blow Out Sale 
of all our in stock manufactured 
and modular homes. Call us at 
780-470-8000 or 
1-800-470-5444 


DIAMOND TERRACE - 30 town- 
homes starting low $200's! These 
homes will not last! 10 minutes 
north of Saskatoon - 515 Centen- 
nial Blvd., Warman, SK. Tele- 
phone 306-220-1909; sales@dia- 
mondterrace.ca; © www.diamond- 
terrace.ca. 


INVENTORY BLOWOUT! New 
homes on sale now! Ready for 
immediate delivery, Many sizes 
and styles to choose from. 


5003. Real Estate Misc. 


NEW 20 FOOT Wide Regent 
homes available for immediate 
delivery; includes 2 on lots in Wil- 
low Park Estates in Leduc or or- 
der your new home now for deliv- 
ery as early as January. Pleasant 
939-3584 or Toll 

















HOMES 







PREFAB Discounted 
50%+! Green-R-Panel Building 
Systems Sub-Prime Mortgage 
Disaster ler + Cancellations 

260SF pre-engineered package 
orighielly $29,950. Blowout 
$14,975. Other sizes - Sacrifice 
prices! Since 1980/BBB. 
1-800-871-7089. Spring delivery 
available! 


aE! Apartments For Rent 


2 bedroom condo in Riverbend. 
Close to U of A, bus routes, 5 
min walk fo a park. Beautiful 
areal Balcony, aym, heat & water 
included. $1000-1200, best offer 
Avail. now. 893-5714, leave msg, 








HUGE 2 BEDROOMS 850SOQF 
LUXURY DOORMAN BLOG 
GREAT 4 SHARE PRIME LOCA- 
TION 

Air conditioning, Central heat. 
Walk-in closet, Hardwood floor, 
Living room, Dishwasher, Retfrig: 
erator, Stove/Oven, Microwave. 
Granite countertop, Stainless 
Steel appliances and everyother 
accessories e-mail me for pic 
tures and more details Itryso- 
hard37 @ yahoo.com 


155. Shared Accomodations} 


Shared accommodation. Awe- 
some Duplex. Direct Bus to 
NAIT/ GMC; working person. 
respectful student. Shared: 
entrance/ laundry/ cable/ internet 
util. included, N/S, N/P, $440, 
Available: NOW P/h:637-4858 


#1 IN CREDIT Rebuilding. Need 


a car, truck, van or SUV? Auto 
credit fast. Bad credit! No credit! 





Bankruptcy! Repossession! No 
problem. Call today and drive 
away. Call Stephanie 
1-877-792-0599. Free delivery 
anywhere www.autocredit- 
fast.ca. 

1-2-3 APPROVED! 6000 cars, 


trucks & SUVs. Good, bad, no 
credit. Apply today! Time can't fix 


your credit, only you can. Call 
1-866-744-1123 or online at 
www.autoloan123.ca. Division of 


Dueck GM, “ A name you can 
trust” DLN #81123. 





BANKRUPT? BAD CREDIT? Call 
us! All makes and models. Pro- 
fessional credit rebuilders. Call 
Garth 403-888-5593, Cavalcade 





$79,900. and up. Winalta Homes Auto Acceptance Corp., serving 
1-866-960-2112. Alberta for 16 years. 

JUTLAND RIDGE! Showhomes GUARANTEED APPROVAL 
open 12 4 Sundays. New drive away today! We lend mon- 


homes in Stony Plain available 
now. From $280,000. including 
home and fully landscaped lot. 
Winalta Homes, 1-866-950-2112 





THE CONTAINER Guy. 20, 40 
and 48' containers. Also Reefers 
available, Weather, bug and ro- 
dent proof for storage. Will deliv- 
er anywhere. Excellent condition 
Information phone 780-307-4656. 


NEED CASH? Home 
mortgage loans. Purchases, re- 
newals, refinances to 100%, Al 
berta Home Loans Inc, Call today 
1-877-568-0929, Jason Pelletier 
Pay off debt and start saving! 


owner 


ey to everyone. Fast approvals 
best interest rates, over 800 vehi- 
cles sale priced for immediate 
delivery; www.autoapprovedca- 
nada.ca. 1-800-523-2798. 


NEED A CAR or truck? Good 
credit, bad credit. Want a Visa? 
#1 success rate. Delivery in BC 
and Alberta; www.drivehomen- 
ow.com or 1-888-501-1148, 


6650. —_‘Tires/Parts/Access. 


WRECKING OVER 2000 vehi 
cles. All makes ali models. Cars, 
trucks up to 3 tons. Lots of 4 X 
4's. We ship parts anywhere and 
offer a 90 day warranty. -Call 
North-East Recyclers toll free 
1-877-903-3325, Lloydminster. 








BELIEVE! Exceptional Psychics! 
Love Money Life 
1-900-783-3800. $3.09 minute 
18+ 1-877-478-4410 for 
Visa/MC/Amex/DirectDeposit 
www.mysticalcornections.ca 

245. lisc. Services| 
$500. LOAN SERVICE, by 
phone, no credit refused, quick 
and easy, p ble over 6 or 12 
installments, 1-877-776-1660. 








A CRIMINAL RECORD affects 
employment, travel and your 
of mind. Don't let your pas 
dictate your future. Remove your 
criminal record, Pardons/waivers 
1-800-507-8043; www.pardon: 
granted 


CRIMINAL RECORD? Why be 
embarrassed or fearful? Cana- 
dian criminal pardon/U.S. travel 
waiver. Uncontested low cost di- 
vorce? Debt very? Alberta 
small court claims payout to 
$25,000. 1-800-347-2540 

















CRIMINAL RECORDS Removal 
We guarantee. Free assess 
ments, U.S. waivers. Peace of 
mind, keeping a job, bondability, 
travel to U.S., custody of chil- 
dren. Apply in 60 seconds 
1-800-298-5520; www.canadian- 
pardons.ca, 


IT STRESS? Consolidate & 
lower payments by 30 - 40% 
End those phone calls & the wor- 
ty. Avoid bankruptcy. Contact us 
tor a No-Cost Consultation. On- 
line: www.mydebtsolution.com or 
toll free 1-877-556-3500. 





FOR HIRE - 50 HP bollers and 
hotsy, self-contained units. Expe 
rience ticketed operators. Call 
Winston, wcw Steaming, 
403-325-0679 or 403-710-8283; 
www,wewsteaming.com. 


GET BACK on track! Bad credit? 
Bills? Unemployed? Need mon- 
ey? We Jend! If you own your 
home - you quality; www.pioneer- 
west.com. BBB member. 
1-877-987-1420. 


MOVING? We are a National 
moving company with services 
coast to coast. We ship cars. 
trucks, skidoos. U-Pack and full 
service moving available. Call toll 
free at 1-888-645-9494 for a free 
estimate 


PAY $0 TAX in 2007. Get it all 
back; www.rrsploans.biz_ 
1-800-480-0012. RRSP loans at 
6.25% - 8% loan interest, from 1 - 
10 years and deferral up to 6 
months. 


PROVINCE-WIDE Classifieds. 
Reach over 1 million readers 
weekly, Only $249. + GST 


(based on 25 words or less). Call 
this newspaper NOW for details. 













Non-Adult Line Ads 
15 Words or Less 

Each Additional Word 
Bold-Flat Rate 

Centred (first line) 
(each additional) 
Blank Line 


DEADLINE MONDAY AT 3PM 


$6.89 + GST 
$0.25 + GST 
$2.50 + GST 
$2.00 + GST 
$0.50 + GST 
$2.00 + GST 







io — z - 


address 


daytime phone = ae 
PRINT YOUR AD CLEARLY IN THE SPACES PROVIDED 




















CLASSIFIEDS 


WORD AD ORDER FORM 





*FREE HEADINGS: Artist To Arist, Musicians Available, Musicians Wanted, Voluniners,( Saw You 
(provided the i is not for prof) You can tist up to 15 words oF subject to regular pricing, Fee ads run for 4 we 


heading 
credit card # 


MC VISA AMEX signature 








PHONE 430-9003 / FAX 432-1102 


Office hours: Monday — 


classifleds@see.greatwest.ca 


Friday 8:30am to 5:00 pm 


Payment must be Included with ad 
Please Include GST In payment. 


If maiting, matt to 
SEE Classified, Ste. 200, 
10275 Jasper Avenue, 





te categorire, edit and refuse private party ads. 


number of weeks — 


expiry date 
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CRUISIN’ THE COSMOS 


with THE KID DECEMBER 


SAGITTARIUS (Nov. 22 4} 

Due to bein’ born under the banner of the biggest planet, Jupiter, 
you're always tryin’ to push the limits, Well\this time you oughta 
hold on a minute. If it'ain't broke, don't fix it.’or in the end all 
you'll do is nix it, Before the weekend, you'll ba rollin’ In clover 
$0, like the song says, “Don't rock the boat baby, don't tip the 
boat over!" 


CAPRICORN (Dec. 22\- Jan. 19) 

You're in the black, got\the wind at your back and with this turn 
o' the tides, now you're ‘on the attack. Such a joyous occasion 
certainly calls for celebration, but don't forget about the chal- 
lenges you're still facin’, This weekend, don't go and ‘overdo it, or 
when Monday comes, are you ever gonna rue it! 


AQUARIUS (Jan;.20 - Feb. nh) 

Hfyou could find a way to bottle the milk of human kindness that 

runsthrough your veins, your'profit margins would be insane. 

You aint that clever butwnever underestimate the generosity that 

in you is iqnate. People recognize the value of'such, and if\you 
re willin’ to lease it, you wouldn't want for too much! 


PISCES (Feb. 19= March 20) 

How to make a buck’and keep your heart happy in this hurly+ 
burly, topsy-turvy world— ain't that the million-dollar question? 
Well, you may be on your Way to makin’ the million-dollar answer 
soon. The recent new moon wiped your slate clean, so your heart 
Can now draw.a map to your wildest dreams! 


ARIES (March 21 — April 19) 

Sometimes, when you have to fight for everything you get, it 

seems like it ain't worth it if it don't come vath lotsa sweat. In 
Ou can even start swingin’ at foes that aw't there and tryin 

to fight off help from/all your friends who care. Aries, you,don't 


TAURUS (April 20 - May 20) 

Y'know T, just ‘cause it takes 

and come to afinal 2 N mean that you ve got 
the right one. Like that 0 now's a good time to have yourself same 
fun. Actually, it's a pretty bad idea. If you do all That's goin’ right 
for you'll walk out without so much 


GEMINI (May 21 
Givin’ in 
king 


june 20) 
rather than makin’ plans 


lly no safe bet. It's 0! 
now the aftermath 
|, go. ahead and spin the 


n't be 


hard for y 
‘ourev 


ause for awhile things 


LEO (July 23 - ~ Aug. 22) 


se tim 
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DISSECTING 
FEARSOME 




















DOWN 
1 Computer programs, for shart 1 Antonio Banderas, in “Interview With the 
5 Pro-__ (mixed tournaments) Vampire” 
8 Screen seductress 2 Itchy healer 
12 Garfield's feline girlfriend 3Phnom__, Cambodia 
14"Hold on...” 4 Disses 
16 Kids’ song about an acorn “lying on the 5 Gave honors 
cold, cold ground” 6 His prison number inspired the 46664 
17 Stomachache neutralizers campaign 
18 Midriff feature 7It’s plucked in Punjab 


20 Colony dweller 8 Wet/dry_ (multi-purpose cleaners) 


71 Tom who was followed by Craig Kilborn 9° _was saying...” 

and Craig Ferguson 10 Club__ 

22 Newhart of "Newhart T1Some desktops 

25 “Russell Simmons’ __ Strawberry Jam” 12 Sound system company dissolved in 
(“In Living Color” ad spoof) 2006 

77 Wriggly swimmer B Windsor bays’ school 

28 “Pick __ of Cotton” (Leadbelly song) 15 File folder feature 

30 They're a must for burning 19 Director David of 2006's “Harsh 
34 More unpredictable Times” 

36 Old-timey detergent form 72 Covering up a typing mistake, 
3] Paper section maybe 

4] Three-piece suit components BYe__ Gift Shoppe 

42 \t may have Braille markings, evenona 24Harry S Truman's missus 
Grive-thru version 26 Canadian with the 2007 hit 
43 Rubdown site “1B4" 

45 TV cousin 28“It's__ sham!” 

46 Weak feeling 29 Sweat drops 

49 Abbr. also known as Lou Gehrig's Disease 31 Word before pit or pool 

5] Truckers’ needs 32 Macy Gray's “Gimme All Your 
54 Satellite dish curve shape Lovin’ __ Will Kill You" 

57 University of Cincinnati rival 33 “Whatever” 

58 Pride’s sleeping place 34 606, to the Romans 

59 Uses up 35"Can__youinonalittle 
60 Kennedy couturier Cassini secret?” 
61 Charlottesville clock setting: abbr. 38 New-__ 
62 Therefore _ 39Repetitive 
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JONESIN’ CROSSWORD BY MATT JONES 





A 
FOURSOME: 






















40 Jane Austen novel the movie “Clueless” 
was based on 

44 Reflective power, as of a planet 

46 Battery terminal 

47 “Listen Like Thieves” band 

48 Shocked 

50 Turkmenistan and Tajikistan, once: abbr. 
5) Blues guitarist Jonny 

52 Out of date: abbr. 

53 At any time 

54 Org. discussed in the 1993 Oslo Accords 
55 Feel sick 

56 Fish eggs 

©2007 Jonesin’ Crosswords 
(editor@jonesincrosswords.com) 






7:14 pm: A drunk shirtless guy 
tosses a hat onto his head -- and 
the video is posted on YouTube. 





721 pm: He buys an ocean-view 
Mediterranean-style mansion in 
Pacific Palisades. 


7:24 pm: After replacing his entire 
management team, he gets an 
offer to host a new game show. 






















by 
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7:19 pm: The video is a smash 
hit, drawing 50,000 hits in just over 


three minutes. 









re —, * 
7:20 pm: Drunk-shirtless-hat-guy z 
signs with WMA and thenlandsa 
two-picture deal with Fox. 


6L9- INITION BL 





== ee _ 
7:23 pm: The hit rate on his 
YouTube video starts to decline, 
and he loses the Fox deal. 


7:22 pm: He marries actress 


Kristin Kreuk in a tasteful cer- 
emony at a Santa Barbara ranch. 


iG 








YEAH, YOU'RE A CELEBRITY! BUT 
YOU'RE NO SKATEBOARDING -Dow / 


™ 
Si 


7:26 pm: After an unfortunate 
incident in Mexico, the game show 
offer is retracted. 







Be 
eho 

Nee Ke 

7:25 pm: But financial stresses 


cause Drunk-shirtless-hat-guy to 
get even drunker. 


SUES Sup wet 


weor-6nqeuy 








WHY CAN'T You BE THE Man You 


borg WERE SIX MINUTES Aco! 
AGT Fe 
can ; 


Len 
eis? 












REMEMBER THAT MOVE WITH THE 
HAT? THAT WAS AWESOME! 


NSEC 











7:27 pm: And then Drunk- 
shirtless-hat-guy’s marriage to 
Kristin Kreuk disintegrates. 


7:28 pm: His attempt to “return to 
his roots" by making another 
YouTube video is an utter failure. 


7:29 pm: Drunk-shirtless-hat-guy's 
last taste of fame is a spot 
on VH1's “I Love 7:19 pm!” 















BRIGHT NIGHTS 


WINTER FAMILY FESTIVAL 
November 23 - January 6 


http:/Iwww.edmontonchamber.com 
& 














Y'KNOW, IN) BALI THey 
URN THEIR DEAD AND 
THROW THE ASHES 
INTO THE RISING SEA? 


WELTSCHMERZ | Cremation Cerer 


NO MORE PIG-IN-Th 
We NEED 
iT WE CAN: 


WERE LIKE $0 BEYOND KYOTO Nows 
SKY AGREEMENTS! 
LETS COMMIT TO 





SCIENTISI6 — WHAT 00 THEY KNOW? 
SURE, WITHOUT THEM, WE'D STILL 
BE LIVING IN THE DARK AGES. 
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Pittsburgh's Sidney Crosby in a face-off with Edmonton rookie Sam Gagner. 
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FIRST PERSON -EDMONTON STORIES « BY WIL KYNCL | 630 words 





Where 


ebay Knows | 
YourName _J 


THE CURIOUS INTIMACY OF.GI GLOWING STRANGERS 





“Hem: &r. Oids.” I pronounced the 
syllables carefully. I nodded as the el- 
derly Asian woman repeated them. 

“What does this mean, hem-er- 
oids?” she asked. Her wrinkled 
face was bent over the small sheet 
of notepaper that had been worked 
nearly translucent in her hands. | 
looked again at the pencil scraw!s. 

A doctor’s name was at the top, but 
the rest was mostly Oriental charac- 
ters. | saw a few English words in all- 
caps scattered through the text and 
had already tried (unsuccessfully) to 
define an ulcer for her. I was looking 
for the hidden camera, but I sim- 
ply couldn’t refuse an old lady who 
needed help at an Internet café. She 
Seemed to be trying to send an offi- 
cial-looking letter home. 

“They're itchy bumps,” | explained 
slowly, “on the bum.” | gestured at 
my ass. 

“Ah, itchy!” she replied with sudden 
understanding, miming a scratching 


Sis at her own ample backside 
I nodded quickly, feeling myself get- 
ting redder. Where was that damned 
camera? 

I turned back to my computer and 
tried to focus on my game. The stun- 
ning brunette at the next station was 
grinning broadly. “Sorry about that,” 
I smiled in return 

“No,” she replied, “I thought you 
were really nice about it.” 


felt another tap on my shoulder, | 
sighed inaudibly, paused the game, 
and turned back to the old lady. She 
smiled warmly, apologetically, and 
pointed at another word on the pa- 
per. “What is this word?” she asked 
I felt myself go scarlet 

“Diarrhea,” | murmurred, search- 
ing again for the camera. I ignored a 
snort of laughter from the brunette. 
The woman repeated it carefully and 
asked, inevitably, what it meant 

“It's when-you go to the bathroom, 
and it-all-comes out... fast,” | replied. 
“And runny.” I kept my voice steady. 
She shook her head, a tiny frown on 
her lined mouth. I tried again 

“When you're sitting down, and 
it all comes out...” | began, but had 
no idea where to go from there. I 
mimed a splatting motion with my 
hands and yes, | blew a raspberry. 
! glanced at the brunette, who had 
tears streaming down her cheeks. 


covered my Internet time 

This is my downtown café. | moved 
to Beaumont over a year ago, but I 
still make the 50-kilometre round 
trip to the café twice a week. Why? 
The coffee's good, but not that good. 

As a writer, my words flow more 
easily here, but another place might 
do as well 

The licensed, eclectically decorated 
spot is just one of many struggling 
independent cafés in Edmonton. It's 
a block away from a Starbucks and 
two blocks from a Second Cup. But 
this place attracts a dedicated core of 
regulars and some of the most un- 
pretentiously bizarre characters in 
the city 

It's all about the people, from the 
sultry owner and the fun, flirtatious 
staff to the odd clientele. But it's 
nothing like that “one big, dysfunc- 
tional family” cliché. Rather, it’s like 
a cult, where interesting people fre- 





oe ea MURMURRED, SEARCHING AGAIN FOR THE CAMERA. 


IIGNORED AD 








TER From THE BRUNETTE. THE 


WOMAN REPEATED IT CAREFULLY AND ASKED, INEVITABLY, WHAT IT MEANT. 


a ————__—_$_ $$ 


I had forgotten to hit pause, and 
my men were decimated. A line of 
enemy troops were marching my 
flag back to their castle. | shot down 
the flagbearer and brought a world of 
pain on my enemies. 

1 was making headway when | 
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“Oh, yes! From the bum too!” the 
woman replied and blew a raspberry 
in return. Her radiant grin of com- 
prehension faded to a puzzled smile 
as I cracked up, and she turned back 
to her computer. She left shortly af- 

terwards. I found out later that she 


quent a vibrant place and relate to 
each other-or not-exactly as they 
please. Which is why I keep return- 
ing. Afterall, someday I may have to 
keep my voice steady as | explain to 
an elderly Asian woman the defini- 
tion of a “Dirty Sanchez.” 
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the Ultimate in 
East Indian Cuisine 


Edmonton’s lalate 


Featuring 


10177-107 Street 


Call for reservations 702-0330 





=> 





BRING ON THE BLING! FLASH YOUR FRIENDS WITH FRESH FLOWERS, 
HANDMADE VASES, FUNKY PLANTS, TABLE LINENS, MAJOLICA, OR JUST STAY FOR 
A SEDUCTIVE CAPPUCCINO ... YOU'LL GET THE IDEA! ZOCALO'S ORIGINAL ART - | 
GIFTS WILL HELP THE FEELING LINGER LONG AFTER THE GLITTER IS GONE. [rorapane; | 












| BURNING DESIRE FLORAL PRIDE | 
For dancing flames and 
i flowers too! 


Bl From our award-winning 
i collection of grrangements, 
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GLITTERING GOLD 
For the season...Italian 
majolica mug with gold 
rim in classic pattern. 








: SHINY SILVER 

A sterling bud vaseyy 
@ in silver. Or if 
fi choose another yemuree 
bronze or 









§ ofcolourful Ges. 
§ handcrafted fr 


| 








Bglassand Wane ‘ i fg | 
# painted < 1 = ¥ : 
| ornaments, “=” Si it 


= 








SEASONAL CAFE 
Pause in the spirit of the 
season to enjoy an eggnog 
latte. _ Z 


TREES & WREATHS 
Fresh, with all the mempry 


IN LITTLE ITALY AT 10826 - 95 STREET, EDMONTON, AB CALL US AT 780-428-0754. 
OPEN: MON-WED 9AMLOPM THUR 9AMLOPM; FRI-SAT OAM-OPM; SUN LAM-SPM 
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